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INTRODUCTION.

It is, surely, not an unimportant contribution to the history
which is of the present and the future, that there should be put in
enduring form something of the story of the American Irish who
have taken sueh a noble part in making one of the greatest cities of
one of the greatest nations. What part Irishmen, or those of Irish
descent, Wave borne in building up the vast central city of the Ameri-
can continent is generally understood, but the biographies of those
who have aceomplished most have never yet appeared in a form
which eould be permanent. That a collection of such biographies is
most desirable is believed by the publishers; and it is felt, as well,
that such a book will be welcomed by Irishmen, and native Ameri-
cans scarcely less,and that it will be aceepted as a good part of pres-
ent local history. To living Irishmen it may not seem of as much
importance as it will to their children and grandehildren, who will,
beecause of it, be better enabled to appreciate what the men of to-day
are doin'g and have done.

What one potent group has accomplished in advancing the
growth in all telling ways of one of the regnant cities of the world
will be always matter of interest, and a greater interest will come
when those who read in the future find what will enable them to
learn something of the personality of men who did well in a field
of effort where results have surpassed all that has eome, within
sueh limit of time, in the whole world’s history.

The one end sought in gathering this series of biographies has
been to secure but plain outlines of the histories of those thus
grouped together. Nothing appears which is not an account made
curt and truthful. The work is not intended to be of the laudatory
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6 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE

titled to a place on the Dunboyne establishment, he preferred to
enter at onee upon the duties of the priesthood, and selected the
Archdiocese of St. Louis as the scene of his future labors. Or-
dained priest on November 1st, 1852, until July, 1853, he taught in
the Ecclesiastical Seminary and preached in the Cathedral, al-
ternately with Most Rev. Peter R. Kenrick, D. D., Archbishop of St.
Louis, and two young priests now in the Episcopacy—Most. Rev.
Jchn Hennessey, D. D.,, Archbishop of Dubuque, and Most Rev.
Patrick J. Ryan, D. D,, Arehbishop of Philadelphia. In July, 1853,
he was appointed assistant at St. John’s Chureh, St. Louis, Mo.
About this time a terrible cholera epidemie raged in the eity, which
called forth all the self-sacrifice of the devoted young priest. Days
and nights were spent in administering consolation to the poor
sufferers, sometimes even preparing them for burial where friends
and kindred deserted them. Appointed president of the Eeclesi-
astical Seminary in July, 1854, he filled this office with great dis-
tinction until July, 1858, when he was appointed pastor of St.
Michael’s Chureh, St. Louis, A year later he was promoted to the
pastorate of the Church of the Immaculate Conception, St. Louis,
where he continued until November 1st, 1865, when he was conse-
crated Bishop of Nashville, Tenn. To his new home he was accom-
panied by Rev. Fathers Riordon and Walsh, of St, Louis, who died
of yellow fever in 1878. The first years were ones of great labor.
Dy his untiring efforts and constant attention to duty he brought
the people to the Sacraments, he instrueted and prepared the chil-
dren for First Communion and Confirmation, and by his great busi-
ness talent won the confidenee of public men. Ie was most as-
sidunous in preaching and instrueting the people and many new
Catholies were reeeived into the Chureli, some of whom were among
the old settlers and wealthy citizens. When Dr. Feehan went to
the Dioeese of Nashville e found only a few priests, most of them
being Dominican Fathers, a convent of Sisters in Memphis, an
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academy and an orphan asylum conducted by Sisters of St. Dom-
inic, near Nashville. The academy was so heavily in debt that
it was sold at auction soon after Bishop Feechan’s arvival. e
bought it in for the Sisters, thus seeuring their lasting gratitude
and preventing great loss for the Catholic community. In August,
1866, the cholera made its appearance in Nashville and during its
continuance Bishop Feehan labored unceasingly to console the sick
and dying. At the close of the epidemic he purchased a home on
one of the finest sites of the city and established a community of the
Nisters of Mercy from Providence, R. I. The yellow fever visited
Memphis in 1877 and 1878, to which twenty-three priests fell mar-
tyrs. The full extent of this calamity will be realized when it
is known that there were less than thirty priests in the whole State
of Tennessee at the time. The diocese was soon again enjoying
health and prosperity, when the news came from Rome that Dr.
I"echan had been appointed First Archbishop of Chicago.

The death of Right Rev. Thomas Foley, D. D., administrator of
Chicago, caused a vacancy difficult to fill. Archbishop Feehan left
Nashville amid the tears and blessings of his many friends and
reached Chicago on September 10th, 1880. His arrival was the
oceasion of a grand demonstration. The Archdiocese of Chicago,
then, as now, compriéed eighteen counties in the northern part of
the State of 1llinois. The wants of the Catholics were zealously at-
tended to by one hundred and eighty priests who had charge of
one hundred and sixty churches. Archbishop Feehan found that
although his predecessors had done miich to meet the needs of the
times, still the Great Fire had destroyed nearly all the Catholic
structures of any importance in the City of Ghicugb, and new
churches could scarcely be erected to keep pace with the rapid
growth of popnlation. Under the administration of Archbishop
I'eehan, one hundred and two churches have been erected in the
archdiocese during the past seventeen years, new parochial schools
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have been built and old ones enlarged, so that over sixty thousand
children are now educated in these structures. The great financial
interests of the archdiocese have been carefully attended to, and
the archdiocese of Chicago is one of the richest and most solvent
in the United States. Homes for the aged, hospitals for the sick,
Houses of Providence for young women, orphan asylums, foundling
asylums, all attest the far-secing care of Dr. Feehan to meet the
many needs of a large center of population, while his encourage-
ment of a school for deaf mutes, his wise direction of the establish-
ment of the Chicago Industrial School for Girls and St. Mary’s
Training School for Boys at Feehanville, deserve lasting gratitude.
Indeed there is no section of the city or of the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago that has not felt his zeal for religious charity and Christian
education, and here we may be pardoned for giving a brief list of
some of the prineipal churches, schools and Eleemosynary institu-
tions that have been erected sinee he beecame Archbishop and that
will always stand as monuments of his munificence and desire to
have the ardent faith of his devoted and liberal people appear even
in material struectures: .

Churches—St. Adalbert’s, St. Alphonsus’, St. Augustine’s, St.
Bernard’s (first marble chureh ever built in Chieago), St. Cecilia’s,
St. Charles Borromeo’s, St. Elizabeth’s, St. George’s, The Assnmp-
tion, St. Gabriel’s, Holy Angels, St. Jarlath’s, St. John Cantins, St.
Malachy’s, St. Mary’s of Perpetual ITelp, St. Martin’s, St. Mounica’s
(for eolored people), The Nativity, St. Pius’s, St. Thomas’, St. Vin-
cent’s, St. Patrick’s (Amboy), St. James’ (Belvidere), St. Mary’s
(Freeport), St. Joseph’s (Harvard), St. John the Baptist’s (Johns-
burg), St. Patrick’s (Kankakee), St. Patrick’s (Lemont), St. Mary’s
(Oregon), St. Patrick’s (Rochelle), St. Mary’s (Roekford), St. Rose’s
(Wilmington).

Schools—De La Salle Institute, St. Patrick’s Academy, Loretto
Academy (Joliet), St. Francis Academy (Joliet), Our Lady of Mount
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Carmel Academy, Loretto Convent (Englewood), Normal School
(Irving Park), St. Agatha’s Academy, The Josephinum.

Eleemosynary Institutions — St. Elizabetl’s Hospital, Mercy
Hospital (large additions), St. Josepl’s Hospital (rebuilt), Alexian
Brothers Hospital, The Ephpheta School for Deaf, Houses of Prov-
idence for young girls out of place, on the north, south and west
sides of the city; Homes for the’Aged, on the north and south sides;
Chicago Industrial School for girls, St. Mary’s Industrial School
for boys (Feehanville), News Boys' Home, Boys’ Orphan Asylum
(Irving Park). )

In a word, Archbishop Fechan has not only cared for every need
for the living, he has also provided resting places for the dead in
Mount Olivet Cemetery, Sancta Maria Cemetery, and a new ceme-
tery soon to be opened on the west side. He resides in a magnificent
residence, built by himself, near Lake Michigan and fronting on
Lineoln Park, and is now building a summer villa at Feehanville.

As a legislator, Archbishop Feehan has been prudent and con-
servative, Ile participated in the proceedings of the Second Ile-
nary Council of Baltimore, in 1866; he took an active part in the
General Council of the Vatican; he was one of those summoned to
Rome to formulate the Schemata of the Third Council of Baltimore,
and deserves great credit for the part taken in the wise delibera-
tions of that body. After the approval of the decrees at Rome he
held a Synod making them applicable to the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago. -
Archbishop Feehan cannot be treated with justice in the limits
of a necessarily brief biography. He has never made a mistake in
the guidance of the religions affairs of the archdiocese, and this
will be appreciated when it is known that the Catholics of Chi-
cago are ministered to in twelve different langnages and that all
are unanimous in proclaiming his wisdom and his fairness to each
and every member of the Church. He is justly popular with Cath-
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olics. Ile has been honored by his people on various occasions,
notably on his return from Rome preparatory to the Third Couneil
of Baltimore and on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee, in the fall
of 1890. The celebration of his Silver Jubilee lasted for nearly a
week and was the occasion of one of the largest parades ever wit-
nessed on the streets of Chicago. '

As Metropolitan, Archbishop Fechan has the whole State Qf 111i-
nois under his charge, with a Catholic population of over a million.
The Archdiocese of Chicago over which he is immediately interested
has a Catholic population of over seven hundred thousand who at-
tend two hundred and éixty-two chimrches and are ministered to by
four hundred and thirty priests.

JOHN M. SMYTH.

Equally as manufacturer, merchant, and one identified with po-
litical and public affairs, John M. Smyth is justly regarded as 2
thoroughly representative man. Personally he unites an old coun-
try lineage with the development and energy characteristic of the
new world.

The parents of the subject of this sketch, Michael K. Smyth and
Bridget (McDonnell) Smyth, left Ireland for America in the summer
of 1843, and John M. Smyth was born at sea on the Gth of July of
that year. The family came from Ballina, County Mayo, where their
peoble had long been settled, and where Mr. Michael K. Smyth was a
surveyor. Their first residence on this side of the Atlantic was in
Quebec, but later they removed to Montreal, in which eity they lived
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for five years, settling in Chicago in 1848, In the now historic days
when early Chicago was mapped out, Mr. Michael K. Smyth sur-
veyed lands for that notable pioneer real estate owner, William B.
Ogden, the first mayor of Chicago. Mr. Smyth, like many others in
those early days, had his opportunities of becoming wealthy by the
acquisition of land, subsequently very valuable, but to be had then.
for eomparatively trifling considerations. For instance, he was
offered once for certain services, the Erie square block of land be-
tween Kinzie and Michigan, Market and Ifranklin,afterwards easily
worth $400,000, but which he declined to accept becanse it would
have taken a year of labor and some slight cost to have leveled a
high bank upon it, removed refuse and put generally into market-
able shape. Meantime, while the elder Smyth was taking a hand in
making the ground plan of the future World’s Fair City,young John
M. was attending the renowned “Kinzie” school, known among the
youth of that time as “Wilder’s” from the name of the principal,
then responsible for shaping and developing the young ideas. Hav-
ing completed school terms sufficiently well to equip himself with a
sound general education, he started out in life on his own account.
Ile chose the typographic art and that section of it represented in
the composition rooms of a daily newspaper. Mr. Smyth was em-
ployed successively upon the early newspapers of Chicago: the
“Morning Herald;” the Chicago “Democrat,” when the historie pa-
per was owned by that representative citizen, Mayvor Wentworth,
“Long John,” and lastly on the “Press and Tribune,” now the
“Tribunc.”

Mr. Smyth, when in a leisure hour, likes nothing better than to
dwell upon the details of the carly newspaper life and business of
Chicago; that epoch in Chicago when James W. Sheahan started
“The Times” (Sheahan & Price), afterwards purchased by the Hon.
Cyrus 11. McCormick, and subsequently advanced to a conspicuous
place in modern daily journalism by the distinguished editor, Wil-
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bur If. Storey. But the comparatively unremunerative business of
the printer and publisher did not satisfy John M. Smyth.

Ile embarked in business for himself in 1867, opening a furniture
store at 92 West Madison Street. This was the beginning of the
business that has since grown to such immense proportions and
has made the name of its proprietor almost a household word in
every part of the city. To accommodate his increasing business, he
removed his establishment in 1880 to its present location, where he
greatly extended and enlarged the operations of the establishment.
The store was destroyed by fire in April, 1891, but Mr. Smyth im-
mediately rebuilt on the same site, completing and occupying, by
November 1st of the same year, the largest and handsomest business
block on the West Side. It is a business which now embraces liter-
ally thousands of individual accounts, and the fair and just manage-
ment of the great time credit department has deservedly won for
John M. Smyth thousands upon thousands of friends and well wish-
ers in Chicago.

Mr. Smyth was sent to the City Council in 1878, re-clected as Al-
derman until 1882, and has twice served as a Presidential Elector in
the suecessful campaign for Garfield in 1880, and also upon the
Blaine ticket. Ile managed the latter campaign, in Chicago and
Cook County in 1884 and also the Republican campaigns of 1894 and
1896. Mayor lTempstead Washbnrne appointed him a member of
the Library Board in 1892, and from that date until 1895 Mr. Smyth
served the Library upon its Finance committee. In politics he has
ever been a consistent Republican, and as member and chairman of
the County Central Republican Committee, has always been active
in that great political party.

With all this, he is mueh more of a family and domestic man
than a political aspirant, and cares most to live simply within the
conventional requirements of the responsible citizen, Mr. Smyth
married June 14th, 1871, Miss Jane A. Hand, and eight children,
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three sons and five daughters, blessed a union which led to an ex-
ceptionally happy domestic life. The best exemplification of his
energy and suceess as a Chicago business man, is found in the ac-
complishment of certainly the greatest business in his special diree-
tion ever known in the West. '

MORTIMER J. SCANLAN.

Mortimer J. Scanlan, a member of the well known firm of Jo-
seph J. Duffy, contractbr, and a native of Chicago, where he was
born March 1Sth, 1862, is another of that notable family that have
for the last fifty years been prominent factors in the development
and growth of this city. His father, Timothy Seanlan, a native of
County Limerick, Ireland, emigrated to Boston, Mass., in 1848, and
eame toChicago in 1851, where he followed the profession of marine
and stationary engineer. Still active, notwithstanding the weight
of years, well preserved and prominent in the Catholie Order of
Foresters and a number of other organizations, he resides in the
city he chose as his permanent home, and with whose uprising and
well-being he and his family have had so mueh to do. His wife,
Hannah, mother of Mortimer, came from Limerick to Chicago in
1849, and they were married the same year.

The subject of this sketeh received his education in the publie
schools of this city, afterwards entering the employ of the C., R.
I. & P. R. R. as clerk, a position he retained for seven years.
Anxious to be his own master, he then started in the coal business
on the west side, and in this unvarying success ever from the com-
mencement has been his portion. In 1891 and 1892 he was elected
West Town Clerk of the City of Chicago, and in 1894 Assessor of
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the West Town. In 1895 he associated himself with Joseph J.
Duffy in the contraecting business, and up to the present time has
been chiefly engaged in building the four mile water tunnel, under
the firm pame of Joseph J. Duffy.

Mr. Scanlan is a member of the Royal Leaoue and of the
Knights of Columbus. In religion he is a Roman Catholie and in
his political affiliations he is a Democrat, having always taken an
active interest in his party’s growth and development. In 1891
he married Miss Nellie Turner of Chicago, and they have three
children, all girls.

Mr. Scanlan is a man of fine physique, six feet two in height,
well proportioned and of vigorous constitution. Ile was always
fond of athletie sports, making quite a mark as a baseball player,
especially in the City League and Board of Trade nines, and still
attends a gymnasinm. His recreation is not limited, hewever, to
the robust and physieal, for like most of the Scanlan family he
is a great lover of music, and withal a man of courteous and genial
disposition, and as may be judged from the political positien to
which he has been eleeted, has hosts of warm and esteeming
friends.

ARTHUR DIXON.

Arthur Dixon is one of the most prominent and highly re-
spected citizens of Chicago. His private character is one to be
loved and admired and as a public man his recerd is without blem-
ish. His life has been devoted to pure motives and manly prinei-
ples, and by following a fixed purpose to make the most and best
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of himself, he has overcome all difficulties and risen to a place of
influence and honor among publie-spirited men.

Mr. Dixon was born in the north of Ireland, County Fermanagh,
of Scoteh Irish descent. His parents, Arthur and Jane Alleir
Dixon, had four sons and one danghter. Arthur is the only surviv-
ing son. s father, a farmer and country school teacher, was a
man of more than 6r(1inar)' intelligence, who also praeticed with
considerable sueccess as a country attorney. I'rom his parents he
inherited many sterling traits of charaeter, that have signally
charaeterized his life. When a youth of eighteen Le was attracted
by the advantages and opportunities of the new world and eame
first to Philadelphia, where he spent a short time in visiting friends.
Or July 4th, 1858, Arthur went to Pittsburgh and there passed
three years in the nursery business, learming tree grafting and
planting. In 1861 Mr. Dixon beeame identified with the interests
of the Garden City and entered upon his business eareer as a clerk
in the grocery store of G. C. Cook, but soon after began business on
his own account, in a small retail grocery, which he successfully
conducted for two years. His connection with his present indus-
try began about 1863, and was occasioned by a seeming aecident.
In payment of a grocery debt he was obliged to take a team and
wagon and with this he began a general teamming business at No,
299 Wells Stréet, now Fifth Avenue. From this beginning pros-
perity has attended the undertaking, until now, 1897, it is the
largest transferring company west of New York.

His suecess has eome through close attention, earnest effort,
perseverance, good management, and honorable dealing. Mr. Dix-
on has been identified with various movements which have con-
tributed to the city’s welfare and progress during the past thirty
Years. In the spring of 1867 Arthur Dixon was first elected Alder-
man from the Second Ward of Chicago, on the same ticket with ex-
Mayor Rice. From that time until April, 1891, when he voluntarily
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declined to longer remain a member of the City Council, he was re-
elected with increased niajorities and sometimes withont opposi-
tion, and has the honor of having served longer than any other
Alderman of Chicago. He has been called the “Nestor of alder-
men” and “Watch Dog of the City Treasury.” On June 1, 1891,
Mr. Dixon was presented by the City of Chicago with the following
resolutions richly bound and superbly illumined and engrossed.
This volume is prized as one of his richest treasures:

At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Chicago,
held April 27th, 1891, the following preamble and resolutions en-
dorsing the official actions of Alderman Dixon were unanimously
adopted:

Whereas, The City Council of the City of Chicago is about to .
lose the services of its oldest and best known member through his
voluntary and we hope temporary retirement from the political
field of action,

Resolved, That we, the colleagues, some of many years, others
of short acquaintance, tender to Alderman Dixon on this occasion
the expression of our heartiest good wishes for his future, and also
the expression of our appreciation of the loss the council and the
city sustain through his withdrawal from our municipal legisla-
ture.

Resolved, That we place on record our conviction of his great
public worth, his zeal for honest and economical government, his
sincere interest in the cause of the taxpayers and his undoubted
and unquestioned ability in every position assigned to him; and
further, we record the expression of our hope that his zeal, his
earnestness and ability may soon be utilized for the public in some
new capacity; and be it further

Resolved, That the city clerk be and is hereby directed to
spread this preamble and the resolutions upon the records of the
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council, and to present to Alderman Arthur Dixon a suitably en-
graved copy of the same.
Hempstead Washburne, Mayor.

Jas. R. B. Van Cleave, City Clerk.

In 1874 Mr. Dixon was chosen president of the City Council and
was re-elected to that place for six years. At various times he
served as chairman of the finance and other important commit-
tees. Asa member of the City Council, Mr. Dixon was a recognized
leader in debate, a practiced parliamentarian, and an authority on
the interpretation of the powers and provisions of the city charter.
He advocated, among other important measures, that of the city
owning her own gas plant, of high water pressure, building sewers
by special assessments, the creation of a public library, the annex-
ation of the suburbs, the building of viaducts over railway cross-
ings, the drainage law, the city’s interest upon her public fund,
the extension of fire limits. He was appointed by the mayor one of
the executive committee of arrangements for the World’s Colum-
bian Exposition, and was also one of the committee that was in-
strumental in arranging and passing the ordinance providing for
the loan of five million dollars for the Exposition. In April, 1892,
Mr. Dixon was elected a Director of the World’s Columbian Di-
rectory and his services and counsels in that capacity were invalu-
able in the prosecution of this enormous enterprise. Mr. Dixon
has been a member of city and county Republican central com-
mittees for more than thirty years, and has frequently served as
chairman of the same.

In 1868 he was the first president of the Irish Republican or-
ganization in Chicago, and the following year was president of
the National Irish Republican Convention, held in Chicago, and
was treasurer of that organization. He was also elected president
of the Irish Literary Society of Chicago.

Mr. Dixon represented the First Senatorial District in the
2
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Twenty-seventh General Assembly of Illinois, and as a member
of that body had charge of measures and rendered services of great
value to the City of Chicago. Among the bills introduced by him
which were passed by the Legislature was one providing for the
location of the Chicago Public Library, the Drainage Canal, the
one authorizing the mill tax and special assessment.

He was a delegate to the National Republican Convention which
nominated James Garfield for the Presidency. In all his public
career Mr. Dixon has maintained a character above reproach and
all his actions have been straightforward, business like and in
the interest of good government. Mr. Dixon is a member of the
Union League, Hamilton and Sheridan clubs, having been presi-
dent of the Hamilton. He is also director in the Metropolitan Na-
tional Bank, the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the Consolidated
Stone Company, and president of the Arthur Dixon Transfer Com-
pany.

In 1862 Mr. Dixon was married to Miss Ann Carson of Pitts-
burgh, Pa., to whom fourteen children have been born, thirtee
of whom are now living. Domestie in his tastes and home loving,
he finds no place as attractive as his fireside, and there, in the
midst of the estimable wife and children, he passes his happiest
hours. He is a man of strictly temperate habits, of steadfast loy-
alty, liberal, broad-}ninded, charitable, and one of the most ap-
proachable of men. Fidelity to duty has ever been one of his most
marked characteristics and has made him the valued citizen, the
honorable bunsiness man, and the esteemed friend of to-day.
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OSCAR B. MCGLASSON.

Osear B. McGlasson, of the law firm of McGlasson & Beitler,
thongh still so young a man, has already attained an enviable
degree of prominence among the legal fraternity of Chicago. Born
in Scott County, Illinois, May 27th, 1866, he comes of that sterling
Scotch Irish ancestry that has given America so many brilliant,
successful and eminently useful eitizens. IHis father was Francis
M. MecGlasson, some of whose family had settled in Virginia as far
back as the end of the seventeenth century, and his grandfather,
Scott McGlasson, settled in Illinois in 1811, where his son, Fran-
cis M., was clerk of the Circuit Court of the County for several
terms, and is 2 man of considerable prominence in loeal politics.
His mother was Mary A. Adams, daughter of Absolom Adams, of
Lexington, Kentucky.

Oscar B. McGlasson, the subjeet of this sketch, was eduecated at
the Winchester High School until he entered Pierce’s College at
Keokuk, Iowa, whence he graduated in 1885. He then commenced
the study of law in the University of Michigan at Aun Arbor, and
in 1888 received the degree of LL. B, being in the same year ad-
mitted to the bar of Michigan and Illinois. In 1889 he came to
Chicago and in connection with Mr. James Lane Allen commenced
the practice of law.” His_present partner, Mr. Henry C. Beitler,
and he were classmates and friends at college and since then have
been at all times closely associated. Success for thie law firm of
McGlasson & Beitler has been won from the very start, and the
firm has advanced to a degree of honorable prominence but sel-
dom attained in the legal profession where both members were
S0 comparatively young men.
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Thoroughly equipped in every way for a sueccessful lawyer, not
only from a thorough and comprehensive legal training but also
from the possession of natural abilities of a very high order, com-
bined with a forceful and persevering character, Mr. MeGlasson is
assured of a high career, at onee a source of pride to himself and
of usefulness to the community.

In polities he is an ardent Democrat, and has upon many occa-
sions, by his clear-headed exposition of the various points and his
eloquence of style and delivery, done work whieh has proved of
very great assistance and has gone far towards advancing the prin-
ciples of his party.

June 12th, 1894, Mr. McGlasson was married to Miss Nora A.
MecXNeil, daughter of Mr. Malcolm McNeil, of McNeil & Higgins
Co., wholesale grocers, of this eity. Mr. MeGlasson does not belong
to any societies or clubs, and therefore spends his evenings at
home in the society of his wife.

JOHN F. FINERTY.

There is no name in the West, possibly no name throughout the
whole United States, dearer to the hearts of his fellow Irish Amer-
icans than that representative Irishman, true American, splendid
orator, brilliant writer, and consistent patriot, John F. Finerty.

For over thirty years Mr. Finerty has made Chieago his home,
and through all that time no one has been more intimately con-
nected with the stirring events which have seen this city fire-
destroyed, then rise phoenix-like from ijts ashes until the present
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wonderful proportions have been attained. TIn the aetive world of
Chicago’s daily life are many striking figures, but there is none of
stronger personality than this popular leader. Look at the strong,
powerful, earnest face, the brow that “thought has knit and pas-
sion darkened,” the elear and fearless eyes, the stalwart soldier
figure, and the knowledge is forced upon you that here is a man who
has lived and thought, a man whose life must be full of incident,
one indeed who was assigned to rule among his fellow-men.

John F. Finerty was born in Galway, Ireland, September 10th,
1846. He was the son of M. J. Finerty, then prominent in the
Young Ireland school of polities, and who had become editor of the
Galway Vindicator some six years previous to the birth of the
subjeet of this sketeh. In the early forties, M. J. IFinerty had mar-
ried Margaret Josephine Ilynn, and Chicago’s John I'. Finerty was
the second son born to the union. John F.—as he is popularly
-ealled—was but two years old when his father died, at a time when
his countrymen were wildly elated over the probable revolution in
Ireland in sympathy with the similar movement then in progress
in Franee. The boy was bronght up by his uncle, for his mother
with all her family left, when he was quite a child, for the Southern
States, and in sueh scenes and amid such surroundings, nurtured
in English hate and fostered on detestation and rebellion against
its tyrannous misrule, Finerty’s boyhood years were passed. Ilis
edueational advantages were of the best and received partly in the
national schools, but chiefly from private tunition. History and
literature were the subjects that most appealed to his eager and
unusually active mind, and these have unquestionably most affeet-
ed his after career. He remained in the County of Galway until he
was eleven, when he was taken into bhistoric “gallant” Tipperary,
and there spent his later years in Ireland, within full view of the
beautiful and noble Shannon and about two miles from the base
of the picturesque Stele Darragh Mountains. Living in the parish
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of the patriotic Father John Kenyon, pastor of Templederry, the
strong sentiments of that well-known priest left an ineffaceable
trace on the mind and heart of the impulsive boy, who has since
done so much to show in practice what his reverend friend had so
frequently preached. When he was fifteen, about the time that re-
gard for Ireland’s wrongs was even gaining a foothold in England,
he heard many eloquent deseriptions of what his ill-fated eountry
had suffered and was suffering, and this roused the intense patri-
otic spirit that in him was innate. Affectionate, if wild, dreams
pictured the proud old land made free, and in 1863 he beecame a
member of the National Brotherhood of St. Patri'ck, which was at
that time organized in the town of Nenagh. During that year, on
August 15th, he delivered a very radical speech at a meeting on
the summit of Slievenomon mountains, and a few months later an-
other so-called rebellious oration was delivered by him at Ormond
Stile. After this he was obliged to leave the eountry or be pros-
ecuted, which would have entailed expense and annoyance to his
friends, to which he did not feel like subjecting them.

It was in the spring of 1864 that John IF. Finerty arrived in
America, and as he had the greatest desire for military knowledge,
he immediately enrolled himself in the Ninety-ninth New York
Regiment. Tater in the year a large portion of that regiment vol-
unteered for service and he was among the number who- served
until its dishandment. He saw much of the siege operations around
Petersburg and was greatly impressed by the strength of the
United States army. '

The Civil War at an end, he decided to settle permanently in
Chicago, and came to this city in the winter of 1864-5. The Fenian
movement was then at its height and he became oue of the active
organizers of its milifary sections. The Canadian invasion in 1866
found him Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp to the late Brigadier-
General William F. Lynch, ex-Colonel Fifty-eighth Illinois Volun-
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teers. As soldier and newspaper correspondent for the Chicago
Republican, he went to the front, but was too late to assist General
John O’Neill’s second rash and ill-timed attack on Canada in May,
1870. He was able, however, with the help of other newspaper
men, to influence Governor Hoffiman, of New York, to seud the
Fenian soldiers baek to their homes,

Mr. I'inerty then beeame permanently eonneeted with the Chi-
eago daily press, his first employment in that way having been of
a merely desultory character on the “Times,” and found a position
on the regular staff of the old “Republiean,” the precursor of the
“Inter-Ocean.” The great fire shortly afterwards destroyed the
few savings he had managed to acenmulate and he next went to
work on the “Post” and “Tribune,” remaining with the latter paper
until 1875, when he was nominated on the People’s ticket for the
clerkship of the Superior Court. He was not suecessful.

He then conneeted himself with the “Chieago Times,” and here
obtained the opportunity to show the sterling qualities of whieh
he was possessed. Through many struggles, various trials and
innnmerable vieissitudes of fortune he passed, until he stands to-
day in the front rank of Chicago’s newspaper writers. Ilis versa-
tility is really wonderful, and even among Irishmen, who have made
the press their peeuliar stronghold all the world over, he easily
holds his position among the foremost as a ready, bright, melliflu-
ous writer ¢f sound English.

He plodded on, and his various experiences among all sorts and
conditions of men and women enabled him to obtain that immense
knowledge which now gives him the power to write with such de-
tail and moving strength. He is indeed a man of the world, and
his early training has taught him never to strain the spirit nor mag-
nify the circumstances merely for the sake of effect, and by aiming
correctly, to assure the striking of his objeet.

In 1876 he was with General George Crook’s Big Horn and Yel-
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lowstone expedition against the Sioux and Cheyenne Indians; he
fought at the Rosebud a week before General Custer met his doom;
he crossed the Big Horn with Col. Anson Mills and barely escaped
capture. Afterwards for the “Chicago Times” le accompanied the
noted Sibley Scout along the base of the Big Horn range and had
many rough Indian experiences, until, finally, General Crook’s main
body of troops was reached. Again, for the “Times,” he was with
the march of Crook’s column from the Tongue River to the Yellow-
stone, then bevond the little Missouri and south to the Black Hills.
Other important newspaper work performed by Mr. Finerty was the
writing up of the Nicholas-Packard troubles in New Orleans, and
he also witnessed the actual termination of the Civil War in the
evacuation of the Lonisiana State House, April 23d, 1877. He was
detailed to write up the fierce Pittsburg railroad riots and also
those of Chicago. Later, in the same year, he proceeded to the
Rio Grande, entering Mexico as far as the Cedral Mines, and telling
the story of the border troubles from both sides of the boundary
river. In 1878 he was with the American Commercial Expedition
and sailed from New Orleans to Vera Cruz. He visited various
points in the Valley of Mexico and spent two months in and around
the City of Mexico. Afterwards, by ambulance, he traveled through
the northern portion of Mexico, emerging at the Fort Bless crossing
of the Rio Grande in April, 1879. His next big assignment. was in
the Indian Territory, to deseribe the operations of the boomers and
the United States troops on the Canadian River.

Young in years, the brilliant correspondent had now made a
great reputation for himself in the newspaper world. As time |
rolled on, he still continued to display his great powers in that
direction. He accompanied the late Professor E. R. Paige in his
exploration of the Bad Lands along the White and Cheyenne Riv-
ers, in Dakota and Nebraska; next joining General Nelson A.
Miles and accompanying him to the British line, In September,
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79, just back from his seeond Sioux expedition, he was ordered to-
join General Merritt’s campaign for relief of survivors of the Thorn-
burg massacre in the wilds of Colorado, and remained there until
the campaign was completed in November of that year. In 1881
he wrote up the Canadian and Northern Paeific Railways, the latter
as far as the Pacific slope. He was later—and still working for the
“Chicago Times,” for W. F. Storey had a peeuliar liking for the
adventurous young Irishman—ordered to Arizona, where the
Apaches were at their old work. General Carr was reached at
Fort Apache, after a very dangerous journey on a buekboard, and
Mr. Finerty was in time to take part in the second expedition
against the White Mountain renegades. While, since that time,
Mr. Finerty has connected himself chiefly with home newspaper
work, how little his art has lost its charm was demonstrated in
the spring of 1896, when a series of Western articles from his facile
pen appeared in the “Chronicle.”

It was in the fall of 1881 that Mr. Finerty began to devote great-
er attention to Irish politics. Mr. Parnell was then at the height
of his fame as “Ireland’s uncrowned King.” At the orders of W.
E. Gladstone and “Buckshot” Forster, the latter and most of his
followers were thrown into Kilmainhan Jail, Dablin. Mur. Finerty,.
in consultation with his friends in this eity, determined to organize
a great Irish convention in Chieago. It was held November 29th,
30th, and December 1st, 1881, and resulted in the foundation of'
a fund of $500,000 to earry on the Irish struggle. In many other
ways sinee, either when the opportunity offered or he found it pos-
sible to make the oecasion, the cause of Ireland has been advo-
cated by him. As an Irishman, he is a firm believer in the nat-
ural advantages of his country, and assoeciates her miseries and
misfortunes to a government by aliens and a land system pernicious
in its working and eruel and oppressive in its effects. Even his bit-
terest opponents will acknowledge his absolute sincerity, his thor-
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ough disinterestedness and his complete purity of motive. To fur-
ther the interest of his countrymen in this land, Mr. Finerty found-
ed, January 14th, 1882, the “Chicago Citizen” weekly paper—mnow
the official organ of the United Irish Societies—and in which, as
editor-in-chief, his articles on Ireland, Irishmen, and Ireland’s
wrongs, conclusively evidence his extraordinary abilities as well
as his love and loyal devotion to the land of his birth.

Of late years Mr. Finerty has devoted some portion of each
year to lecturing tours, and in these his considerable historical
knowledge, his wonderful memory, and the many interesting ex-
periences he has passed through, have gained him immense popu-
larity. His “Story of Ireland,” told as he alone can tell it, is a posi-
tive revelation. With him oratory is a natural gift. Of words he
has a wonderful command; he possesses a most convineing earnest-
ness and needs nothing and uses nothing of exaggerated gesture
to point his periods. His speeches are among the most masterly
efforts it was ever the privilege of any American to enjoy. He
possesses, too, a peculiar and entirely original power of amusing
his andience; his is the bitter scorn which warms the whole blood;
his the eloquence which carries away; while his contempt and
ridicule, titillating with the unique power of banter, hold his audi-
ence spell-bound at his grand command over language. He speaks
decisively and powerfully, giving proper weight to every argu-
ment, and is altogether wanting in that not unusual character-
istic of his countrymen, the permitting himself to be carried away
by his enthusiasm into exaggeration and inaccuracy.

Before the Chicago Irish convention in 1893, when the Irish
National Alliance was formed, Mr. Finerty, who was the unani-
mous choice for chairman, delivered two speeches, which were most
masterful eflorts, but of which, possibly, the second was the more
notable. The latter was a great speech, fllrtogether’ worthy of the
great occasion, and it gained for him appreciation and admiration
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from opposers as well as sympathizers. Ior the oration no words
of praise could be too high; and on the illustrious roll of speakers
for liberty Mr. I'inerty has proven himself well worthy of high place.

Of Mr. Finerty’s political earcer sonie mention is required. In
1882 he was elected to Congress as an Independent from the See-
ond District of Illinois, and devoted himself mainly to great na-
tional questions. His maiden speech—delivered March 1st, 1834—
attracted general attention, and quickly indicated he was a master
of the tongue as well as of the pen. Ilis was the introduction of
the first resolution calling for the formation of the present White
Squadron. e also made, later in the session, an historical speech
in favor of the coast fortification bill, and warned the House that
economy in the face of national danger was not patriotism but
folly.

In 1884, of James G. Blaine, who embodied his views on the
great Ainerican questious of the day, Mr. Finerty was one of the
most active supporters, and it was, no doubt, in consequence of this
support that he suffered defeat in his congressional distriet, which
was very strongly Demoeratie. He was nominated by the Repub-
licans for City Treasurer in April, 1885, but was beaten by a few
votes. Two years fdllowing, Mayor Roche appointed himm City Oil
Inspector, and this position he held to public_satistaction until his
tern expired in 1889. Since he has devoted his time to his editorial,
lecturing and literary duties. In February, 1891, he was chosen to
deliver the Washington oration at the University of Michigan, and
at the Blaine Memorial Meeting, held here after that great states-
maw’s death, he was one of the principal speakers. IIe has also
taken an active part in national, State and local polities, for as an
clectioneering platform speaker he possesses few equals, and there
is certainly none more popular.

While in national polities Mr. Finerty professes Republican
views, yet among his elosest friends are many of the leaders of the
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Democratic party, as well as their followers. His paper, “The Chi-
cago Citizen,” is entirely independent politically.

“Warpath and Bivouac,” a book containing Mr. Finerty’s rec
ollections and personal experiences in two of the Indian campaigns,
was published by him in April, 1890. It was received with
great favor by the press and the public. Mr. Finerty has ready,
and will shortly publish, another volume of stirring adventure and
memorable events, being a record of his Mexican and Southwestern
experiences, and for it public appreciation is already absolutely
assured. c

In moral force, as applied to England, he places no faith what-
ever, and claims that, even were her Irish rule to undergo a miracu-
lous alteration and to become as good as it has hitherto uniformly
been bad, her government in Ireland is naught but a usurpation,
whose fonndation was brute force, entire faithlessness and multi-
tudinous wrongs. The extremity of Ireland’s misery was not the
casual concurrence of calamitous circumstances, it was the out-
come of centuries of cruel, oppressive and pernicious masterhood
to an extent more than sufficient to justify the whole country in
becoming desperate in action and absolutely careless as to its
employment of methods or instruments. To expose the political
methods of England is to him a labor of love, one in which he knows
no fatigue, and a work which, both by nature and education, he is.
peculiarly adapted to carry out.

Matrimony, that most important event in every man’s life, has.
been with him a most fortunate essay. He was married, in May,
1882, to Miss Sadie L. Hennessy, of this city, a lady of many accom-
plishments, great intellectual gifts, and bright and cheery tempera-
ment. Four children have been born to them, of whom two sur-
vive—John F., Jr., who was born May 27th, 1885, and Vera C., born
July Tth, 1886.

To be prominent and successful in these days is to gain the envy
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and malice of many; perchance Mr. Finerty may be accused of the
impetuosity and the quick temper of his race, but any such failings
are more than compensated for by his great kindliness of disposi-
tion and his never failing good nature; indeed, his absolute ina-
bility to refuse any assistance in his power, has resulted in the num-
ber of his enemies being immeasurably counterbalanced by a great
army of admiring and devoted friends.

John I'. Finerty has always placed prineiple before party, the
needs of the conntry of his birth before his own well-being, and by
s0 doing has earned for himself the respect and esteem of all nation-
alities and of all ereeds, as well as a place in'the minds and affection
of the majority of his fellow conntrymen, which almost approaches
worship. To him, indeed, might well be applied the words spoken
by the present Lord Chief Justice of England, Lord Charles Russell,
with reference to Michael Davitt, in the Parnell Commission: “I
say that the whole eourse of his life may be examined, and not one
incident will be found to say that he has been unfaithful to any
trust or has been guilty of any dishonorable action.”

In America the best work of his life has been done. Devoted to
the old land across the seas, lie loves with no less deep affection the
great free country whiclh has given him home and opportunity.
From early manhood to his present prime of life, Chicago has num-
bered him among her truest citizens, and in its large area there is
no fitter representative of Western energy and Irish American
achievement than large-hearted, generous-sonled John IF. Finerty.
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HON. JOSEPH P. MAHONEY.

The city of Chicago, perhaps the greatest field for professional
enterprises on all this great continent, has no lawyer of nobler
promise, no stronger example of what enterprise, perseverance,
and never ending application can achieve, than Senator Joseph
P. Mahoney. Ifaithful attention to the interests of his clients,
every detail of each case fully weighed and properly considered,
are the means by which Mr. Mahoney has attained so high a place
in his profession. Indeed, his honorable conduct in all and every
“position in which he has found himself, the display of abilities of
the very highest order, well accounts for the honor which was
done him in three consecutive elections to the Legislature as rep-
resentative from the Fifth Senatorial District, followed by the
position he now holds, that of Senator fromn the same district.

Joseph P. Mahoney was born in Oswego, New York State, on
November 1, 1864. His parents, Michael and Mary (Canty) Ma-
honey, were both natives of County Cork. Michael came to Amer-
ica in 1843, and took the position of night watchman. His parents
settled in Chicago, when the subject of this sketch was only three
years old. Most careful and anxious regarding the education of
their children, young Joseph, when old enough, was sent to the
public school, and quickly made himself marked by his applica-
tion to his books and his great love for study. He graduated from
the public schools of this city, and does most excellent credit to
the teaching such schools afford.

The choice of a profession having been made, Joseph P. Ma-
honey applied himself diligently to the study of law, for which he
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had always felt and evinced a strong inclination. e was ground-
ed in the theory and practice of his profession in the office of
Messrs. Jewett & Norton, a firm of the highest reputation in this
city. He made applieation for admission to the bar when only
twenty years old, and in the examination showed such satisfactory
knowledge that he was, though under age, admitted to practice
conditionally,- that a license should be taken out so soon as he
came of age. The practice of his profession was at once comn-
menced, and he has sinee eontinued to demonstrate how especially
fitted he was to become a lawyer. Of late years he has chiefly
devoted himself to Chancery Law.

His career has been a remarkable one, and in this State abso-
lutely withont parallel. He was but twenty-one years of age when
he was first elected a member of the State Legislature, and three
years later was given appointment as a Master in Chancery of the
Circunit Court of Cook County. The Hon. Hempstead Washburne,
then Mayor of Chicago, appointed him to the Board of Education.

Mr. Mahoney’s gifts are of a very varied charaeter. Ile is a
born speaker, easy in his manner, foreible in his arguments, but
never in any way offensive in his method. IHis voice is musical,
his words always well chosen.

A Democrat at all times, and ever active for his party, defend-
ing its principles fearlessly and earnestly, he is never without tol-
erance for the views and opinions of others.

When in the Legislature, to which, in this State, he was the
youngest man ever elected, he acquitted himself in a manner to
entirely satisfy his constitnents. A resident of the west side of
this city, its interests have always obtained his first attention,
but whenever the good of the eitizens, or the city of Chicago were
concerned, he has never been found wanting. He was the author
of the bill authorizing the West town of Chicago to make a million
dollar issue of bonds, the money to be expended on park and



38 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE

street improvements preparatory to the World’s Columbian Ex-
position. In the passing of the Convict Labor Bill to prevent the
competition of prison with outside labor, he also took a very fore-
most part, as also in that very popular bill which gives in the
poor man’s court trial by jury, if demanded. He has also been
intimately connected with other well known bills, among which
may be mentioned the Eight Hour Law; the repeal of the Id-
wards Compulsory School Law; and the Truck Store Bill for the
miners.

Such a record while still so young a man, is one of which any
lawyer might well be proud. Among his professional brethren
his success has aroused no jealousy, for what he has achieved has
been the result of hard work and continual and unwearying appli-
cation, thorough conscientionsness and unquestionable integrity.

Before Senator Joseph P. Mahoney looms a future so full of
the brightest prospects, that it would be impossible for any one
to prophesy how high a position he may hereafter attain.

JOSEPH DOWNEY.

There is no man in Chicago better deserving of credit for what
he has achieved in this world than Mr. Joseph Downey. By sheer
pluck and perseverance, united with integrity and a determination
to succeed, he has been enabled to accomplish at a comparatively
early age what it takes most men a life-time to attain. In his own
profession, that of a contractor and builder, he has few equals and

none superior.
Joseph Downey was born in Parsons Town, Kings County, Ire-
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land, April 23rd, 1849, and is the son of Michael and Elizabeth
{(McGuire) Downey. ITis father and grandfather were both noted
builders in their day, having together planned and built many of
the leading structures in that part of the country, one of which
was the Ross Castle, also the building and foundations of the Ross
Telescope, the largest of its kind in the world up, to a few years ago.
Mr. Downey’s father dying when he was five years of age, his
mother at once came to America, bringing with lier her family;
she first settled at Cincinnati, but soon afterward moved to this
city.

Josepl’s education was obtained in the public schools of this
city, and at an early age he learned the mason trade in all its
branches, which gave iim a practical knowledge of building, there-
by fitting him for what hie now is, one of the most successful build-
ers in this eountry. -

Mr. Downey laid the foundation and superintended the first
permaneunt structure after the great fire in this city, namely, the
building on Madison Street, fifty feet west of I'ifth Avenue, which
stands there to-day.

In 1874, Mr. James MeGraw, an old builder of this eity, took
him into partnership, and the wisdom of his employer was soon
justified by the keeun perception, untiring energy, and good busi-
ness qualities evinced by him.

December 7th, 1871, Mr. Downey married Miss Clara MeGraw,
who died in May, 1883,

In 1883, Mr. Downey severed his connections with Mr. MeGraw,
having bought out the interests of the firm, and since that time
up to two yvears ago, has done the largest business of any contrac-
tor in this part of the eountry, his last year's business amounting
to over $2,700,000.

Mr. Downey has built some of the largest and most costly

structures in the west, amoug which are the magnificent Depot for
3
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the Illinois Central R. R. Co., and the Dearborn Station, also the
Indianapolis Union Depot; he was also a partner and the active
man in bringing to a successful issue one of the largest engineer-
ing difficulties in this eity, the Van Buren Street Tunnel, a feat of
which any man may well be proud.

Mr. Downey is a remarkable example of the self made man, for
starting in life absolutely dependent on his own resources he has
been able to accumulate enough of this world’s goods to enjoy in
his after years all that a busy and prosperous life well justifies,

He was married, May 11th, 1885, to Miss Lena Klein, of Chi-
cago. Mr. Downey is somewhat of a club man, being an active
member of the Union League, Illinois, Menoken, and Lincoln Clubs,
and is President of the Building Trades Club, an organization com-
posed of the large and responsible builders. In addition to his pri-
vate business, he was called upon by Mayor George B. Swift, in
May, 1885, to take a cabinet position, that of Commissioner of
Buildings, which office he resigned in July, 1896, to become Com-
missioner of Public Works. The department has never been more
worthily filled, for he is no mere machine politician, but essentially
a man of business, and so soon as he knows any work is necessary,
he insists that it shall be done at once. “The public works depart-
ment,” he said, in an interview shortly after his appointment, “is
a huge contracting department for the benefit of the public. I amn
placed here between the taxpayer and the contractor to see that
each is rightfully treated, and I intend that they shall be. The
clerks and inspectors of the department are here for the same pur-
pose. If they do not do their business that way, they will be dis-
charged.” Ile has also been honored with the Chairmanship of the
Commission appointed by Mayor Swift to solve the problem of
securing a pure water supply for Chicago, the solution of which
will probably entail an expense of $2,500,000.00.

A man of fine appearance, entirely whole souled, he is like most
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a position he filled with credit to himself and to the entire satis-
faction of the city government.

After his retirement from pilblic officc he resumed the practice
of law, with offices in the Unity Building, and now enjoys a large
and luerative practice.

October 9th, 1895, Mr. Clare was united in marriage to Miss
Nellie G., daughter of James and Kate Stenson, and to them one

child has been born.
He is a member of the Roman Catholie Church, and affiliates

with the Democratic party.

A man of pleasing personality, he is sound in his judgment and
always true to his convictions, and with recognized ability in his
profession enjoys the respect and esteem of a large circle of friends.

JAMES HARTNETT.

The father of the subject of tbis sketeh, Daniel Hartnett, born
in Queenstown, Ireland, on March 12th, 1822, was of Irish and
French extraction. Ile was schooled at Queenstown until he was
seventeen years of age, when (his parents having previously lost
their lands through land troubles and their fortune being much
depieted) he went to England, and after a brief time there, to
France, through which country lie traveled sonie two years. REarly
in 1841 he sailed for Quebee, Canada, where upon his arrival he
pursued specially for some years a course in higher mathematies,
history and literature. Leaving Quebee, he went to New York,
where he remained some five years, then he came to Chicago,
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where he became a citizen of the United States, which eountry was
to be heneeforth his home. On January 6th, 1857, at Elgin, Il
he was married to Catharine Donahoe, an American by birth but
of Irish extraction. Born in Boston on the 15th day of Aungust,
1833, she was the daughter of William Donahoe and Margaret
(Clinnin) Donahoe, and received her education ehiefly in the pub-
lic schools of Illinois. Daniel Hartnett and his wife were both
young and both strong and active mentally and physieally; they
therefore entered upon their married life with full hope and con-
fidence as to the future. Loeating in Mississippi, he did survey-
ing and contract work with good success and financial gain, which,
however, he was destined not to eollect in large part, because of
the Civil War. Leaving the sunny south early in the spring of
1860, Mr. and Mrs. Hartnett journeyed to Galena, Ill., where they
took up their home and where, on the 23d day of January, 1862,
was born to them a child, their son James Hartnett. From the
time of his arrival in Galena to the 20th day of Angust, 1862, Dan-
iel Hartnett was a suecessful farmer. In the summer of 1862,
having been watehing with eonsiderable anxiety the condition
of his country, he said one day to his wife that the country needed
his services, and shortly afterwards, that he was reluctant to
leave his family, but that, if the country should be divided and
liberty lost, he would be ashamed to look his son, when he grew
up, in the face and say that he had not courage to help maintain
for him a country and liberty. His deeision was reached on the
20th day of August, 1862, when he enrolled as volunteer to serve
three years or during the war. IIe served in the 90th Illinois Vol
unteers, and with them fought at Coldwater, Miss.; Vieksbnrg;
Jackson, Miss.; Colliersville, Tenn.; Missionary Ridge; Siege
of Knoxville; Resaca, Ga.; Dallas, Ga.; Kennesaw Mount; Atlan-
ta, July 19th, 22nd, 28th, August 3d and 17th; Jonesboro, Ga.;
Lovequ Station; Rome, Ga.; Gadsden, Ala.; Jennison’s Bridge,
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Ogecche River; Fort McAllister; Savaunah; Charleston, s, C
Columbia; Bentonville, N. C. On the 6th day of June, 1865, he
was honorably discharged from the service of the United States
by reason of the terminatiou of the war, and immediately went
to his family in Galena. Seated near the open door, in his own
home for the first time since August, 1862, he was again with his
family. James, then little more than three years of age, for a
moment bashfully clung to his mother, and then running to his
father and looking up into his face innocently asked: “Are you
my papa?”’ And the father answered with the smile of one who
had helped to maintain for his boy a country and liberty. Before
the war he had never had the services of a physician, but after the
war his shattered constitution caused him anxiety. And up to
the time of his death, January 31st, 1874, he spent much of his
time educating his son, and with great eagerness anticipated the
time when James should be able to care for himself and to protect
his mother.

James Hartnett inherited a constitution which well titted him
as a boy to prosecute vigorously out door sports, and a confidence
which sustained him easily on land and upon the water. He re-
ceived his primary and high school education in the public schools
and pursued the scientific course at Normal. At the age of nine-
teen years he was regularly licensed to teach public school and
entered that field of work at Moline, Ill. Beginning on primary
werk, he had the golden opportunity to study mind, and there,
while engaged in the business of training others, received a thor-
ough and practical training in psychology. As an educator, he
proved peculiarly successful. He believed that there was a nat-
ural evolution of the mind and a natural tendency to activity
equal to the totality of energy possessed. For him the great prob-
lem was not how to cause the children entrusted to his care to work
harder, but to ascertain the true relation and definition of the
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matter he should present. before them, and how to know each
pupil thoroughly that he might best ascertain when the child
grasped the new thought and when he failed. The greater work
lie recognized was in being able to facilitate the natural evolu-
tion of the mind, and acting upon these principles he was sue-
cessful. The energy of the child was properly expended. Nat-
ural evolution was facilitated and education was marked.

Something of originality in his manner of presenting his work
facilitated. Surrounded, though he was, with expensive reading
charts, yet he.had them carefully stored and proceeded upon the
more logical method of starting the child to read throngh the
script medinm. With a piece of crayon and slate, four feet by
five feet, he could present a few words in a great multiplicity of
positions. The child looked first to find the words, the groups, and
then to gather thoughts. The child read, and in a few weeks it
was able to take up the printed book. This was a practical dem-
onstration that much of the energy theretofore expended by the
¢hild in learning to read was wasted. Again he demonstrated that
by keeping well in mind the principles taught and their natural
evolution, much time could be saved. That the boy in the primary
school could master arithmetic and enjoy systematie work with
plants and animals.

Continuing his work in the interest of the public schools of
our State, he received much encouragement from pupils entrusted
to his care and from the teachers associated with him, and more
and more liberally did the boards of edueation supply the schools,
In September, 1889, he took charge of the public schools of 11enry,
I1l. There he had an enthusiastic staff of teachers who spent
many hours with him evenings that the utility and value of the
schools might be enhanced. Progress and improvement began at
the bottom, and there was an upward movement all along the
line. Before the-close of the year the board of education tendered
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him the position for another year with an increase of salary. In
response to Mr. Hartnett’s letter of acceptance, Duncan Camyp-
bell, Esq., clerk of the Board of Education, wrote:

Rooms of Board of Education.

May 14th, 1890.
Prof. James Hartnett,

Superintendent of Schools:

Dear Sir:—Your communication expressive of high and most
pleasing sentiments, by which you communicated to the Board of
Eduecation your acceptance of the position of superintendent with
added duties of principal is received and placed on file.

With the full impress of their educational importance, the
offer made by the Board and its acceptance by yon add new luster
to the triumphs already won by a faithful and able discharge of
duties on your part in advancing the best interests of our schools.

Your expressed desire to show your appreciation of the action
of the Board in relation to yonrself, by thus continuing to discharge
your duties, presents a grandeur of practical thought indicative
of success, justifying mutual anticipation of a result exceedingly

desirable. Yours truly,
Duncan Campbell, Clerk,

In the fall of 1890, acting upon the principle that the State
can well afford to educate her children, some collegiate work was
added to the high school course, and the graduating class remained
another year to do the work. The Board of Education, realizing
the enormous amount of work placed npon Mr. Hartnett and the
gain that would accrue to the school, decided to secure him another
assistant. Mr. Hartnett’s sister, Anna M. Hartnett, was induced
to accept the position and immediately took charge of the high
school as principal. This proved not only to be of great advantage
to the school but of effect in the life of James Hartnett. e had
more time nights for reading, and adding to his stock of law books,
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up to that time consisting only of a copy of Blackstone’s Commen-
taries and Bouvier’s law dietionary, he devoted himself to the
reading of law.

The schools progressed and at the ecommencement exercises
in the summer of ’90 originality again added to success. A large
blackboard was brought upon the rostrum and rapid ealeulations
and mathematical and philosophieal demonstrations by the class
proved to be an appreciated innovation.

Vacation was spent in the law office of the Honorable IFred
S. Potter. September, 1890, eame and educational duties again
claimed Mr. Hartnett’s services. He labored vigoronsly in school
by day and read law nights. The liberality of the board of edu-
cation in earrying out his plans was rewarded with good success.
The tone and progress of the schools continued good and in the
summer of 1891 the graduating class entertained a large and intel-
ligent audience till midnight on the 10th day of June, and with
those exercises Mr. Hartnett closed ten years of suceessful school
work. Ide had spent his days and nights endeavoring to promote
the cause of education, and had well utilized the opportunities
which here and elsewhere had been favorable to gaining a knowl-
edge of human nature. During his vaeations time had been found
to commingle with men in many States, most of whom were
strangers to him, and in this way his judgment of men was neces-
sarily quickened and incidentally he gained a fund of practieal
knowledge.

He spent the summer of 1891 in the law office of Mr. Potter.
In September of that year, his mother and her family became per-
manent residents of Chicago. James acted upon the theory that
the best place to study practice was in the Federal and State
Courts, and that the place of much litigation was the plaee to prac-
tice law. Ie was familiar with life in St. Louis, Omaha, New York,
and other cities, but chose to establish himself in Chicago, believ-
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ing that there the highest opportunities were open. Before the
Supreme Court on the 14th day of June, 1892, he was licensed to
practice, and at once entered upon a general practice of law. In
October, 1893, James Hartnett became associated with the Hon-
orable Daniel Donahoe and Judge R. M. Wing in the trial of the
case of The People v. Daniel Coughlin, and worked with them
day and night in the defense until the finding by the jury of the
verdict of not guilty, on the 9th day of March, 1894.

Soon afterward he formed a partnership with Mr. Donahoe and
has since continued to be a member of the law firm of Donahoe &
Hartnett.

Mr. Hartnett’s facility and power as a trial lawyer does credit
to his persistent and systematic efforts, and a few instances will
serve to illustrate bis strong qualifications. Before Judge Sears,
in March, 1895, the genuineness of three bills was in question.
The prosecution brought in a paying teller from a bank who testi-
fied that each bill was a genuine twenty dollar bill. Mr. Hartnett
commenced his cross-examination of the witness in an easy, unas-
suming manner and the witness was led to say: That he did not
know the exact difference between a greenback and a treasury
note; that he did not know of any difference; that he did not
know the particulars of silver or gold certificates nor of national
bank notes; that he did not know many of the tests used by ex-
perts. Then, by sheer force of logic, the witness was compelled
to testify that a counterfeit of high character as to skill of work-
manship and intended to counterfeit bills like those in question,
would be very similar to them; that the markings, engravings
and seals would be very similar, and that if made by an artist—a
high class man in that line—it would be extremely difficult to
detect the counterfeit from the genuine. That in some cases it
would be necessary to examine carefully with a microscope to
detect the difference. That this was true of each of the bills in
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question, and that he had examined them but a quarter or half
minute and withont the aid of a microscope. That the most expert,
though eareful, are apt to take high elass counterfeit bills as
genuine, That the witness in his position at the bank had received
counterfeit bills, which he did not deteet till afterward. That
the witness had been ealled to testify that the bills were genuine.

Again, in the Caruther’s case, tried before Judge Gibbons in
January, 1896, expert book-keepers for a large eorporation testi-
fied that large sums of money had not been paid in to the corpora-
tion. Mr. Hartnett demonstrated on eross-examination that they
eould not tell whether it had. Twiee the witnesses were sent to
study their books and a second and third time it was demonstrated
that they eould not tell.

In the O’Brien ecase, tried in the Criminal Court in December,
1895, an expert testified relative to some valuable art goods that
had come through the World’s Fair. Here, by subtle eross-ex-
amination he convineed the eourt and jury that the witness knew
but little of art goods and that his testimony was not to be relied
upen.

A trial lawyer’s work taxes the strongest powers and the great-
est endurance to the utmost. The trial lawyer must wrestle with
men every inch his equal. He must make elear the most abstruse
and ecomplex matters. Mr. Hartnett’s ability in this direetion has
been severely tested. In the ease of the people v. Sampson et al.,,
tried in the Criminal Court before the Honorable William G.
Ewing—one of the most important cases that ever eame before
court or jury—-a ease that so excited the aetivity of a politiecal elub
as to bring it into national prominenee in the general movement
for a higher munieipal life and greater saeredness of the ballot—
Mr. Hartnett, at the close of the argument for the proseecution,
arose and addressed a most intelligent jury. Thus far the jury
had listened five weeks to the trial. Yet the liberty of nine defend-
ants was involved, as was also the sacredness of law and govern-
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ment. They wonld listen to the lawyer for the defendants, they
needed his assistance in considering the diverse testimony of some
thirty witnesses and a great complication of eirenmstantial evi-
dence. Hour by hour passed, as for two whole days he calmly and
coolly analyzed the evidenee against his clients and held to the
view of the jury the great gaps in, and uncertainties of the evi-
dence for the proseeution; as synthetically from the evidence for
the defendants and even from much of that of the prosecntion he
built for the defendants an impregnable bulwark. With the strong
power of a trained psyehologist, he impressed upon the jury the
great principles of the law of liberty and that the men on trial
should be aequitted. As one of two lawyers, he was fighting a
great battle against fearful odds and for the liberty of nine of his
. fellow men. The entire machinery of a great state was placed in
the hands of a public prosecutor and private counsel, and the
great engines were working against his elients. It was a powerful-
and exhaustive effort, enabling the jury to say that they had re-
ceived help where they needed it and that the defendants were
not guilty. '

As a trial lawyer, Mr. Hartnett has been pre-eminently sue-
cessful. As a lawyer standing before the court, he is strong, cour-
teous and conscientious,

FRANK A. DEVLIN.

Frank A. Devlin, one of Chicago’s most suceessful and most
popular business men, is a native of County Armagh, Ireland,
where he was born August 3d, 1857. Ilis father, Peter Devlin,
was also a native of County Armagh, where he followed the busi-
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ness of a produce merchant for over fifty years, buying in the
Irish markets—chiefly butter and eggs—-and shipping to England.
He acquired quite a competence and died at the good old age of
eighty-four. 1IIis wife, mother of Frank A., was born in the same
neighborhood, where she is still living at the age of eighty-three.

Frank A. Devlin was edueated in the national schools of his
native county and eame alone to the United States when sixteen
years of age. lle knew sufficient of Chicago to malke it his goal,
and coming direet to this city, he almost immediately obtained
work with Field, Leiter & Co. With that firm he remained for
about six years, then accepting an engagement with Carson, Pirie
& Scott as assistant buyer in the hosiery and underwear depart-
ment. The following year he received promotion to the position
of buyer and manager of the department, which, at that time (1879),
was doing a business of one'hundred thousand dollars a year, and
under his able handling this has steadily increased until at the
present time it has reached -over a million and a half per annum,

As an illustration of the change in cost of production and in
the purchasing power of a dollar, Mr. Devlin gives the fact that
merchandise jobbed by him fifteen years ago for fifteen dollars a
flozen can now be sold in the market for six dollars, so that it is
now possible to purchase for one dollar what at that time would
have cost three times that sum. When it is remembered also that
while ten times as large a business is done by Mr. Devlin’s depart-
ment than at that time, yet the goods are about one-third cheaper,
some idea can be formed of the immense number of cases to be
handled and of the volume of business transacted.

In regard to the firm with which he is connected, Carson, Pirie
& Scott can look back upon a constantly growing trade year by
year until now they rank third, and possibly second to any house
of their line in this country.

Mr, Devlin has been a member of the Columbus, Sheridan, and
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Iroquois Clubs for years, but he recently—much to the regret of
his fellow members—resigned from all, and althongh he may be
induced to reconsider such aetion, still the demands upon him
physically and mentally on account of the responsibility of his
position are so great that he has absolutely no leisure for ciub life.

Mr. Devlin has visited his native town several times and on
several occasions also has traveled over Europe. In religion he is
a Roman Catholie, while in polities he still considers himself a
Democrat and has always voted the Democratie National ticket
until last year, when, like so many of the old party, he voted for
MecKinley. In loecal polities he has usually been more interested
in aiding some friend than in voting for any party.

Mr. Devlin was married May 28th, 1879, to Jennie O’Reilly,
danghter of Eugene O’Reilly, one of Chicago’s oldest merchants,
but who is now retired after acquiring by his unaided thrift and
industry a handsome fortune. Mr, and Mrs. Devlin have three
children, two boys and one girl. A great lover of horses and
owning one of the finest stables in the city, he has been heard to
remark that what with his horses and his charming family he
really possesses no time for club life, or indeed, even to smoke
cigars.

Now in the prime of life, a man of fine physique, of genial dis-
position, and of courteous though naturally prompt manner, Mr.
Devlin is a truly representative citizen, an honor at once to the
¢ity in which he lives and the Irish race from which he sprang.
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JOHN A. LYNCH.

John A. Lynch, the widely known and very highly esteemed
president of the National Bank of the Republie, is a native of Chi-
cago, and was born in this eity June 11th, 1853. His parents were
- natives of County Clare, Ireland, and when quite young came to
Chicago in 1850, his father, Thomas Lynch, for some forty years
carrying on one of the prineipal distilleries of this city. He died in
1893.

John A. Lynch received a primary education in the public
schools of Chieago, afterwards graduating from Dyrenforth Col-
lege and later from Bryant & Stratton’s Business College, receiving
a thorough comercial training, which thoroughly equipped him
for the important positions he was destined to fill. After leaving
college, the young man began his earecr in his father’s distillery
business, starting at the bottom of the ladder as junior elerk and
advaneing through each conseeutive grade until he became man-
ager of the entire business, a position he held the last ten years of
its existence. In 1891 he was elected director of the National Bank
of the Republic and also a member of its finance committee, and in
the following year became the president, and still retains that high
and responsible office.

Mr. Lyneh is a member of the Bankers’ and other clubs. 1lis
mind has been broadened by considerable travel; he has erossed
the ocean a number of times ard is familiar with most of the con-
tinent of Europe, and only recently has returned from a very in-
teresting oriental trip. 1In his religious views he is a Roman Cath-
olic, while in politics he has considered himself a Demoerat, but,
thoroughly independent in his views and aetion, in the last na-
tional election he voted for MeKinley.
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Mr. Lynch was married January 21st, 1896, to Miss Clara M.
Schmahl, daughter of the late John Schmahl of this city.

From the very beginning of his business career, Mr. Lynch has
been a hard and most indefatigable worker, at his post he has
usnally remained ten and twelve hours every day, and frequently
even has worked right through the whole twenty-four. With such
heavy duties and responsibilities, it is evident that his time for
otlier occupations or for reereation has been very limited, and yet
Mr. Lynch is a man of highly cultivated tastes and of esthetie ideas,
a great lover of art and literature, indeed in the former being con-
sidered quite a connoisseur. His residence at 44 Burton Place is a
delightful dwelling, built in the Italian Renaissanee style, and is
adorned internally with some very fine pietures and other works
of art. Here Mr. Lynch, who is a man of most courteous and genial
nianners and disposition, delights in entertaining his many warm
and devoted friends, who respect him for his high business gifts
and esteem for his good personal qualities.

TIMOTHY DAVID HURLEY.

Timothy David ITurley is a young American Irishman who is
as proud of his birth and of his descent as his fellow countrymen
should be to include in their ranks one of his record and brilliant
achievement. He is a young man, but already his name stands
high and if what he has already done may be taken as fair presage
of his future Irishmen and Americans the world over will num-
ber among their most esteemed representatives the subject of
the present sketch.
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He was born in Maysville, Mason County, Ky., August 31st,
1863, of parents unfavored by fortune but rich in the ability to
implant in their son the principles which engender success and
worldly honor, and it was entirely by his own efforts, through his
determination of will and good power of application that he man-
aged to secure a good education and lay a sound foundation for
his after work in life. T. D. Hurley is the son of Timothy and
Ellen (MceNamara) Hurley, both natives of Blarney, in the County
of Cork, Ireland. With a large colony of Irish, they emigrated to
Kentucky in 1850 and settled near Maysville, where Mr. Iurley
was married and the subect of this sketch was born. As a boy he
was of an extremely studious disposition, but unfortunate circum-
stances made it impossible for his parents to continue his school-
ing to anything like the extent he would have desired. What of
education he received was obtained at the Catholic Parish School,
and at an carly age he was obliged to secure employment and do
all he could towards making a living for himself. His first work,
like that of many men who have afterwards won renown, was as
an apprentice to a printer, and of this trade he quickly made him-
self master. IIe then concluded that the opportunities for a young
man of his powers and ambitions were not as great in a small
town as they would be in a city, and immediately determined to
move to Chieago. This was in 1882, and arrived in this city he
found employment with J. J. Spaulding & Co., job printers, and
for three years worked in their office aud in other job offives. It
was in 1885 that he decided the profession of the law was that
which afforded the best chances for his life work and then the
difficulty arose in what manner could he obtain the necessary legal
training and still work at the trade, which it was neeessary for
him to follow to make his living. The problem he had to solve
was a very difficult one, but determination and energy can usually

discover means and he made an arrangement with Mr. Spaulding
4
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by which he was permitted to work short honrs, and also another
with the Union College of Law, a branch of the North Western
University, permitting him to pay for his tnition by doing the duty
of night janitor of the school. His faithful service was rewarded
in the second year by the printing firm, with the appointment of
sub-foreman, and part of his work in the job office was done during
the day and part at night, while at the same time he continued to
pay for his tuition at the Law College by caring for the fires and
the other duties of a janitor. It is not work, however, no matter
its description, that can lower the individual, but the honest and
faithful performance that elevates and ennobles the work. Not-
withstanding the position Mr. Hurley was compelled to take in or-
der to secure his education, his fellow students—broad-minded
as is ever the characteristic of the true American—found nothing
to sneer at, but rather much to admire and respect in their plod-
ding and ambitious companion. This was well illnstrated on
many occasions and one is well deserving of mention. On Febru-
ary 22nd each year—which is known at the North Western Uni-
versity as University Day—the various branches of the college
join in friendly intereourse in a dinner and to earry out in the
accepted manner a toastmaster has to be selected. In 1887, among
the students at the Law College were the sous of many wealthy
and inflnential ecitizens of Chieago, but for the honored and re-
sponsible position of toastmaster not one of these was chosen,
but in token of their esteem and confidence in his ability, Mr.
Hurley was selected to aet, and his acquittal of the requirements
of the position was such as to give every one the most complete
satisfaction. On that occasion his teast was, “Come ye of the law
and talk as you please, until the man in the moon allow ’tis green
cheese,” which, while affording the modest a good opportunity at
a dinner table would assuredly be inadvisable to apply to the
more responsible duties of members of the legal profession,
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The year he graduated, he was again given a chance to dis-
tinguish himself. The Hamilton Club, a college debating society,
of which he was a member, was in the habit of meeting once a
week upon some chosen subject for debate. The subject at one
of these meetings was, “Resolved, That Ireland Cannot Govern
Herself,” and three students were selected to speak for the con-
tention, while three were to oppose. To Mr. 1lurley, then still
acting as janitor, was given the important part of closing the de-
bate. A large erowd was present and the speeches made were on
both sides full of sound argument, logical and strong. At last
Mr. Hurley’s turn arrived. I'rom his youth upwards, he had been
an omniverous reader, and having taken particular interest in
all Irish matters, the subject was one in which he was well posted.
kHis speech was a splendid one, and he made such a strong, pow-
erful argument on the stand, that Ireland if allowed to govern
herself was amply fitted so to do, that he had no sooner completed
what he had to say than the judges universally declared in lis
favor, His speech was a surprise to everybody, for few at that time
knew that he was of Irish extraction,

Having graduated—this was in 1887-—he at once began the
practice of his profession and until 1892, without any partner. In
that year, however, he associated with him in the general practice
of law, Victor K. Koerner, a grandson of Gustavus Koerner who
was for many years on the beneh of the Supreme Court, and who
still remains with him in the Reaper Block. While, in his profes-
sion, Mr. Hurley has been eminently suceessful and his time con-
sequently is very fully occupied, he yet manages to devote every
mowment he can spare to the several charitable organizations with
which he has been closely connected for many years past. 1t has
been his constant practice every Sunday to visit the County Poor
Ilouse and to attempt to alleviate the condition of the unfortunate
inmates by giving them some enjoyment, especially in recitation,
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which has always been one of his chief pleasures, and upon one
of his visits in 1888, he and a few others he had induced to accom-
pany him, formed what has since become a powerful Chicago or-
ganization of good and most charitable purpose—the Visitation
and Aid Soeiety. In number they were but a few individuals, but
their hearts were large, and charity for worthy purpose filled
their lives. With Mr. Hurley at their head, his office used as the
headquarters, everything possible with their limited number and
limited means was done until finally one of the body suggested
that the organization should be made larger and a dinner given
with the hope of ereating a charitable fund. They were well aware
that there were many men who give large sunis of money each
year to charity, who would be too willing to take part in such a
work. The suggestion was acted upon immediately, Mrs. John
Cudahy was seen by Mr. Hurley, who managed to interest her and
secure her active co-operation as well as the promise that her
liusband should attend the dinner. The entertainment was given
and that great Irishman, Mr. John Cudahy, generous and free, as is
typical of his nationality, went personally to work and secured
promises from ninety-four persons to attend the dinner, at which,
when given, $2,200 was collected. The event is now an annual
onme. Mr. Chas. A. Mair acts as toastmaster, Mr. Michael Cudahy
as chairman, and his brother, John Cudahy, as he did at the first,
uses all his powers to promote and make a success. To those two
brothers, those noble hearted Irishmen, ably assisted by Mr. Mair,
the society acknowledges gratefully its indebtedness for the power
to carry out all the good it now does in the city, for the society
really acts as a sort of clearing house for charitable enterprises.
Its agents visit the police courts and send the cases of destitution
as required to the various public institutions. At the same time,
the sick are attended to, arrangements have been made with all
hospitals to receive those sent, employment is procured for the
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unemployed, and an agreement entered into with all railroads for
a half-fare rate for those they desire to send out of the city.

Mr. Hurley has been president and the most active worker ever
since the society was organized, with the exception of two years,
during which time Charles A. Mair held the office. The estimation
in which the society is held is shown by the fact that in this coun-
try it is the only one of its kind which has received the special
blessing of his Holiness, the Pope.

Mr. Hurley holds in addition the important and responsible
office of president of the Illinois State Council of the Catholic
Benevolent Legion, the leading Catholic fraternal society of the
country. He is also a prominent member of the St. Vincent De
Paul Society.

In his political opinions, Mr. Hurley is a Democrat, but as will
be readily understood the time he has left to devote to politics
is not very great. In 1895, however, he was a candidate for the
office of Justice of the Peace, to which he was recommended on
account of his standing at the bar by the judges of the Supreine,
Circuit and County Courts. He was appointed by Governor Alt-
geld upon his own application, but having failed to mix sufficiently
with the machine politicians they united to oppose him, with the
result that the Senate would not confirm. He intended, if he had
received the office, to have used every endecavor to elevate it in
public appreciation and to have made it in reality the poor man’s
court, and in addition to securing a large and well ventilated
court room, to have made other much needed reforms in the pres-
ent system.

In Irish affairs Mr. Hurley has always been most interested,
but in late years circumstances have not led him to participate as
actively as was formerly the case. There are few Catholics in
Chicago better known than he is; his many charitable efforts
bringing him into prominent connection with his co-religionists.
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Ile is a member of the Columbus and Jeffersonian Clubs and also
the Third Ward Democratic Club.

e was married, September 19th, 1889, to Miss Mary A. Mur-
tha, of Chicago, and their nnion has been blessed with four ehil-
dren, of whom two boys, Emuiett and Gerald, are dead, but two
littie girls, Ethel and Dorothy, brighten his home and lighten and
charm the limited leisure he can manage to obtain from his heavy
professional duties and his self imposed charitable work.

HON. ELBRIDGE HANECY.

This very distinguished member of the Chicago bar was born
March 15th, 1852, in Trenton, Wis. His descent is Scotch-Irish, the
family having settled in Wisconsin about the year 1849. Of the
parents of Judge Hanecy, his father, William Hanecy, fought in the
Mexican War and died in 1853, while his mother, formerly Mary
Wales, is living in this city at the advaneed age of seventy-one.

The early education of the subjeet of the present sketch was re-
ceived in the publie schools, after which he attended the University
of Milwaukee, wlhere marked proficiency was shown in his studies.
At sixteen years of age, he came to Chicago in 1869, and determined
to study law and take up the legal profession. He began to read
with Ifervey, Anthony & Galt—then one of the best known and
ablest legal firms in the city, and was admitted to the Illinois bar
September 11th, 1874, .

Mr. Haneey immediately devoted himself exclusively to the prae-
tice of his profession, and from the commencement, proved himself
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a most diligent and thorough student. His reward was satisfactory
and he quickly suceeeded in building up an extensive and well pay-
ing law business, having for his clients many of the most suecessful
business men of Chicago, who entrusted to his charge a number of
very important and notable cases adjudicated in the local courts.
These involved interests of great value, and upon the part of the at-
torney, intense mental and physical effort, but he handled in such a
manner as to gain general praise, conducting to a successful con-
elusion. Iaving for a considerable time associated himself with
Robert Hervey, the senior member of the firm before referred to, he
afterward became and remained for some time the senior member
of the law firm of Haneey & Merrick. The reputation he had al-
ready obtained both as a lawyer and in the Republican party, was
evinced by his receiving by acclamation, in 1892, the nomination
for Judge of the Cireunit Court. He was, however, nnsuccessful, al-
though he led his party ticket by several thousand votes, and on
renomination the year following, once more by acclamation, he was
elected.

While at the bar, Judge Hanecy obtained the reputation of an
exeellent trial lawyer, and on the bench, his ready eomprehension
of a case and his ability to dispatch the business of the eourt, have
frequently been the cause of wondering admiration on the part
of the lawyers who practice at his bar. Ile is a mau of the strictest
integrity, absolntely high-minded, and entirely honorable in all
his business methods. An able lawyer, he is now a talented and
upright judge, and the possessor of gifts of the strongest judicial
_ order: moreover, in his knowledge of the law, he is second to no
judge on the bench of Cook County. His present prominence has
been won by absolute merit, and there is no question that the re-
gard of his fellow citizens and of his professional brethren are in-
creasing as each term of eourt passes forward.

His standing among the general publie has also been frequently
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demonstrated. It is the custom of the Brick Layers & Stone Ma-
sens’ Association, and also of the Chicago Contractors’ Associa-
tion, to elect one of the twenty-six judges of Cook County as um-
pire, for the purpose of arbitration in cases of dispute or labor
troubles. Upon three occasions Judge Haneey has been selected
to act in this capacity.

He was married March 1st, 1876, to Miss Sarah Barton, the
daughter of William A. Barton, a well known retired contractor
of Chicago. They have had seven children, of whom, with a single
exception, all are living. :

JOHN MCGILLEN.

Lither as prominent citizen, representative business man, or
thorough type of the energetic and resourceful Chicagoan, the
Hon. John McGillen takes a high place in any eommunity.

Born November 13th, 1861, he is still in his early prime, a man
who has already done sufficient to justify the faith in the future
he will achieve great things. John McGillen was born on South
Water Street, Chicago, in one of the oldest landmarks of the city,
situated between Wabash Avenue and State Street. His parents,
Edward and Catharine (Doyle) McGillen, were both born in Ire-
land and of good Irish origin. JXdward McGillen had come to Chi-
cago in the early 30’s when only eight years of age, with a grand-
tucle, James Kearney. He received his education in the public
schools of the city, being afterward one of its most respected citi-
zens. A complete genealogical record of the family was destroyed
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in 1871 by the great fire, and the details entirely lost. John Me-
Gillen obtained his education in the public schools and later from
the Christian Brothers. He left the latter when fourteen, enter-
ing an abstract office, where his ability and trustworthiness
quickly obtained for him a position of responsibility. For four-
teen years he remained in the same employ, and during the last
four was in charge of the court department of that firm. In 1889,
fully prepared in every way for the battle of life, he went into
business with John P. Agnew, the firm being later completed by
the addition of the late Francis Agnew. Such a combination was.
bound to prove a successful one, and the firm of Agnew & Com-
pany soon became known as one of the leading and most substan-
tial concerns in the western States. Of the contracts undertaken,
further mention is given in the sketch of the life of the late Mr.
TFrancis Agnew, which appears elsewhere in this volume, but par-
ticular notice is necessary to the constrnction by this firm of the
Liberal Arts and Manufactures’ Building of the World’s Colum-
bian Kxposition. This building, the largest under a single roof
ever erected in the United States, or indeed in any other country,
covered some twenty-seven acres, and was an absolute marvel of
the ingenuity possible to engineering science. At one time there
were 1700 skilled workmen employed upon this work,

Mr. McGillen was one of the organizers of the Democrats of
Cook County, and for two years, until the pressure of private busi-
ness forced him to withdraw, its chairman. He was afforded an
opportunity to show his power and inflnence at the time the late
Mr. Carter Harrison and ex-Mayor John P. Hopkins were clected.
For six years also he was a member of the City Council, wherc he
quickly made his mark, and upon the retirement of Mr. Cullerton,.
was appointed to the chairmanship of the finance committee, an
office of great responsibility, but which his natural abilities en-
abled him to fill to the satisfaction of every one concerned.
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During the World’s Fair, he was one of the six representatives
of the Council deputed to receive the naval representatives of the
great powers, his special task being the entertainment of the Ger-
man contingent. Here Mr. McGillen was well at home, for in his
ward on the north side the Teutonic element is peculiarly strong,
and his genial manners had made for him many intimate friends
therein.

Mr. McGillen is a thorough Catholic. He was married in 1894
to the talented and amiable daughter of the well known Chica-
goan, Mr. M. A. Devine. His disposition is of a thoroughly com-
panionable character, and he is a member of several social clubs,
including the Germania and Waubansea.

His present position in the business world is the result of con-
tinnal and unremitting work, straightforward honest dealing in
every transaction, and absolute fidelity in all particulars towards
his friends. His career is eminently typical of the successful Chi-
cagoan—a man thorough in all his ways and doings, fearlessly fol-
lowing the path he has started upon, and allowing no deviation
until he has won the goal of every man who is worth the name,
suceess.

MICHAEL WHELAN MURPHY.

Michael W. Murphy was born October 6th, 1844, at Hartland,
McHenry County, Ill., where his father, Patrick E. Murphy, who
had left Ireland when a boy, had settled on a farm. The latter
afterward entered the grocery business in Woodstock, Ill., where
he died in 1869. For years he was a prominent and well known »
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citizen of that place, and was held in high regard by the com-
munity. Ilis wife, the mother of the subject of this sketch, was
born in Kilkenny, Ireland, and at the advanced age of cighty-five
years, is now residing in Chicago.

Michael W. Murphy was educated in the public schools and
afterward attended the college of St. Mary’s of the Lake, Chicago,
where he graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Seieuce in
1865. He then attended the Union College of Law of this eity and
was admitted to the bar in 1868. Two years was spent in the law
office of Monroe & McKinnon, and at the end of that time he ac-
cepted a position as book-keeper in a mereantile louse with the
intention of returning to the law later on. This, however, he
never did. In 1878 he was engaged as book-keeper and cashier
for M. W. Kerwin in the wholesale liquor business at 35 South
Water Street, and filled that position most efficiently until May,
1883, when he was given an interest in the business, and the firm
became M. W. Kerwin & Co. Mr. Kerwin retired May, 1888, having
disposed of his interest to Mr. Murphy, and the firm shortly after-
ward beeame Delaney & Murphy, occupying the same extensive
premises they now ocenpy, 10 and 12 Wabash Avenne.

Mr. Murphy is a member of several social clubs and charitable
organizations. He is a Catholic and a Democrat, but independent
in his political action. Nearly every place of interest in the United
States and in Europe has been visited by him and in the latter he
spent a year with his family in 1895 and 1896.

Mr. Murphy married in December, 1871, Mary J. Synon, who
was at the time principal of one of the grammar schools of the
city. She was a woman of most eharming personal appearance
and lovable character. She died in 1879, leaving three daughters,
Veronica, Ursula and Mary Irene.

Even by this brief sketeh it will be seen that Mr. Munrphy
has made a marked success in his business career, yet many of
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those who knew him as a law student are inclined to regret he
did not follow that profession, in which undoubtedly he would
have made a brilliant and honorable record. Mr. Murphy is a man
who gains and retains the affection and esteem of all who know
him, always kindly and generous, courteous and genial, he is at the
same time a man of thoroughly dignified bearing and manner.

KICKHAM SCANLAN.

The characteristics and qualifications necessary to the attain-
ment of eminence in the legal profession are of so peculiar and
varied a character that few men are found to possess. Among
them must be a mind of extraordinary activity, with great re-
ceptive power and yet equally retentive, a will strong to assert
and indomitable in resolution and persistence, a spirit upright
and unfearing, fired with faithful and honorable purpose. Perhaps
it is in the legal profession more than in any other that these gifts
and talents have an opportunity to display themselves. The
reason is not difficult to discover. The essentials of success are
labor unceasing, energy unrecognisive of unsurmountable diffi-
culty, patience unlimited, and perpetual perseverance. The prizes.
offered to the eminent are numerous and splendid, but talent
alone cannot conquer; prolonged and arduous effort must ever
accompany. Of Kickham Scanlan, yet in the early thirties, how-
ever guardedly one must speak on the score of youth, it may be
stated unhesitatingly and beyond fear of question, that no young

lawyer to-day in Chicago gives nobler promise of future grand
achievement.
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It was at one time asked of a judge whose abilities had raised
him far above his fellows, to explain the secret of his success. He
made reply, “Some succeed in the legal profession by extraordinary
natural gifts, some by good fortune that is practieally miraculous,
but the great majority in addition to great gifts from mother na-
ture, have plodding and perseverance made a part of their lives,
for they have commenced without a dollar.” To that great ma-
jority also tlie subject of this sketch belongs, for he is eminently a
self-made man,

The name of Seanlan is one dear to the hearts of every true
Irish American, for with it are connected associations of the
noblest patriotism and the truest manliness. Kickham Seanlan
was born in this city October 23d, 1864, and is the son of Michael
and Nellie (Hogan) Scanlan. His father, born 1836, at Castle
Mahon, County Limerick, Ireland, which was the native eounty of
his mother also, had come to Ameriea a child of seven with his
mother. He is essentially a self-edueated man, and was little
more than a child when the necessities of daily life foreed him to
find work. The years of discretion reached, he was ambitious to
be his own master, and in company with his brother, Edward,
founded a eandy business under the firm name of Scanlan Bros.
Though so young, when he left Ireland’s green shores, the affairs
of his native land were to him of paramount interest. Ile identi-
fied himself with every movement that had Ireland’s good for a
purpose, until he became recognized as a leader of the Ameriean
Irish. In 1866, to keep his fellow counntrymen better in touch
with what was going on in the old land and among its workers
and sympathizers on this side of the Atlantie, he founded an Irish
newspaper, named by him the “Irish Republie.” Two years later
he became convinced that his design eould be more advantageously
earried out if the paper’s headquarters were removed to a more
populous and more active center, and consequently he left Chi-
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cago and loeated in New York City. There his journalistic enter-
prise continued its publication until 1872, when he moved his
headquarters to Washington, D. C, and continued there for an-
other twelve months. Then a position was offered to him in the
Bureau of Statistics of the Department of State, and in that posi-
tion le has since remained. A poet and a prose writer of world-
wide reputation; a man who has indeed musie in his heart; an
authority of well reeognized excellence upon all matters affecting
Ireland; a liberal contributor of Irish publications; he has since
remained in Washington, although his dearest home is the bearts
of the Irish pe(;p]e all over the world, who revere and love his
name.

From the son of snch a father, great things might well be
anticipated. These have indeed been gratified. Kickham Scan-
lan received his primary edueation in Washington, D. C., followed
by a conrse in the Notre Dame University, at South Bend, Ind.
Here he graduated in 1879, afterwards attending the high school
at Washington, D. C, and after that undergoing a special course
in English and classics for one year in the same place. His early
training was liberal and thorough, and was a fit preparation for
the profession he has chosen. After leaving sechool he entered the
employ of the well known mine and eoal merchant, Colonel V.
. Rend, with whom he remained three years, during the last
twelve months taking charge of the Detroit branch office. De-
termined to be a lawyer, he connected himself with Chicago’s
orator and great criminal lawyer, Luther Laflin Mills, and with
the late George C. Ingham, who died in 1892, Kickham Scanlan
was an apt pupil and showed himself entirely worthy of his great
masters. As a criminal lawyer he stands to-day with few, if any,
equals in the West. He has demonstrated his fine capabilities in
that branch of the profession in very many cases, which are now
famous, and whieh have gained him national fame. In this con-
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pection may be mentioned the Cronin trials, in which he appeared
as counsel for the State. With the merits of that case, a merely
biographical work has absolutely nothing to do, and it is sufficient
to direct attention to the masterly ability displayed by Kickham
Seanlan as State Prosecutor. It was, however, in the opening
speech in the second trial, over which he occupied three days, that
that opportunity came which well taken at its flood has brought
him to fortune. Another noted case in which Mr. Scanlan figured
for the defense, was the famous trial of W. J. McGarigle, in 1887,
charged with complicity in the county commissioners’ frands. An-
other notable case of his was the defense of Louis Jacobson for
arson in connection with Chicago Bedding Company’s plant at
Kenosha, in 1895, when, of five defendants, his client aloune ob-
tained acquittal. Mention may also be made of the Millinghan
poisoning case, at Denver, in which he was engaged with Luther
Laflin Mills; the “tally sheets” frauds cases, at Columbus, O., and
the Graham Hanks jury bribery case. The latter is famous as the
first conviction ever obtained in a similar charge west of the Alle-
ghanies. Since 1891 he has had an office of his own, and has been
engaged in general practice. In the Yon King murder case, he
managed to obtain acquittal for his three Chinese clients; in the
Edwin Kohn case, where a letter carrier confessed to stealing a
decoy letter, Judge Grosscup discharged him on a technicality
taken by Scanlan, that a decoy letter was not such a letter as the
statute contemplated; in the Barnes Jordan murder case, which
he defended, and secured the acquittal of Donahue aund Barbee;
in the case where Commissioner Thomas J. McNichols had been in-
dicted for bribery on a charge made by Judge John Bartou Payne,
of the Superior Court, he was again instrumental in obtaining an
acquittal. These examples alone are sufficient to stamp him as
one of the leading and most brilliant trial lawyers of to-day. Tn-
deed, to record the many prominent cases in which he has partici-
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pated, either for the State or the defense, would be to give a fairly
representative history of that branch of jurisprudence in Chicago
.of late years. Recently Mr. Scanlan is devoting most of his time
to the civil branch of the law.

Mr. Scanlan is a speaker and an orator, yet his great carnest-
ness and force of manner do not need and are not accompanied by
any wild bursts of fancy. He is convincing because le acts on
reason and uses clear and logical methods. With the details of
every case undertaken he most fully acquaints himself, nothing is
too small to investigate that might have bearing upon the case
he is handling; no matter is too great, no person too high to be
drawn upon for assistance if the necessities of his client’s case so
require. He is gifted with a strange knowledge of human nature,
his keenness and sagacity enabling him to detect much a witness
may be anxious to conceal and to extract important facts from
what seemingly may be entirely immaterial to the issne.

Mr. Scanlan is an active member of the Republican party, and
in the spring of 1896 was very prominently mentioned for the
nomination of State’s Attorney. There is no gift in the power
of the party to which he may not confidently aspire should the
necessities and obligations of his present large private practice
permit him to accept.

Professional success has in no ways tended te diminish Mr.
Scanlan’s genial social qualities. He is at all times a charming
companion, a man of well cultivated literary tastes and with a
truly Irish devotion to music and song. He was married January
2d, 1890, to Miss Sadie Conway, daughter of Michael W. Conway,
the long well known assistant fire marshal, and who is now fire
inspector. Their hospitable home, which now possesses the addi-
tional charm of several children, is always free and open to the
large circle of friends which true courtesy and large-hearted lib-
erality have drawn together.



AMERICAN IRISH IN CHICAGO. 83

THOMAS HENRY CANNON.

One of the leading fraternal associations among members of
 the Catholic faith at the present time is the organization known
as the Catholic Order of Foresters, and prominently identified with
it during the last eight years is the name heading this article.
That the order has had a wonderful growth during the peried
mentioned, a glance at the records conclusively shows, and this
must be attributed to the wisdom, judgment and ability of those
who have controlled its management, and chief of these is Thomas
H. Cannon. /

Mr. Cannon \i‘:l's born in Chieago, January 23d. 1864, son of
the late Thomas Cannon, for many years prominently identified
with the Republican party of this eity. Thomas Cannon was a
native of County Leitrim, Ireland, whence he eame to Chicago
in 1851. TFor many years he was engaged in the teaming business
in the employ of the old Galena Railway. He represented the
Seventeenth Ward—now the Twenty-third—of the city in the Com-
mon Council 1872 to 1874, and at the same time and subsequently
was a justice of the peace on the North Side. 1lle died in 1882
at the age of fifty-three years. Iis wife, Mary Walsh, to whom
he was married in 1856, was a native of County Mayo, and removed
to Chieago with her parents in 1853. Increasing years press light-
ly upon her, and she still resides in this city and is now one of the
oldest members of the Cathedral congregation. To them were
born ten children, of whom six survive, our subjeet being the only

surviving son. His sisters are all residents of Chicago.
5
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Thomas H. Cannon obtained his education in the public schools,
graduating from the high school in 1881. His first employment
was in a wholesale grocery, and later he was in Maxwell’s book
store. Thence he went to D. Appleton & Company, and continued
with that firm and their successors in the school book business
(the American Book Company) until 1892, having been traveling
salesman for them for three years. In September, 1890, he com-
menced a course in the Chicago College of Law. He was admitted
to practice in June, 1892, when he severed his connection with the
American Book Company, and subsequently took a post graduate
course at the same law college. He is now associated with Mr.
James H. Poage in the legal firm of Cannon & Poage, and ranks
as one of the leading members of the Chicago bar.

In 1887 Mr. Cannon joined the Catholic Order of Foresters,
and was elected a member of the board of trustees in 1891. The
following year, he was elected High Secretary and served until
June, 1894, when he was elected High Chief Ranger. In Septem-
ber, 1895, and again in February, 1897, he was unanimously re-
elected to this position at the head of the order. -

The Catholic Order of Foresters had its origin in Holy Family
Parish, Chicago. The members of the parish had long felt the
need of an association for Catholic men whieh would supply the
benefits of a fraternal insurance soeciety to their Catholic fellow
citizens. After many preliminary meetings, a temporary: court
was organized and application was made to the State of Illinois
for a charter, which was granted on May 20th, 1883. Several
courts were immediately organized and the organization began to
tlourish. Abont five hundred members were secured during the
first year.

Sixteen courts were organized in Chicago before the organiza-
tion extended beyond Cook County. The first court organized out-
side of Cook County was at Somonauk, I1l. The membership of the
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first nineteen courts was confined to the French and Irish national-
ities. The twentieth court was composed execlusively of Germans,
and since its organization GermanCatholies have rapidly joined the
order, so that they are to-day perhaps as numerous as any other
nationality. Subsequent organizations were coufined to the eity
of Chicago until Courts 49, 53 and 60, located respectively at
Springfield, Waukegan and Rockford, I11., were admitted to men-
bership. The order made its entry into Wisconsin on September
11th, 1887, when Holy Rosary Court No. 67 was organized at Mil-
waukee. Gradually one by one the neighboring states were ad-
mitted, until to-day the C. O. F. is organized in every northern
state from Maine to California. Meantime the fame of the order
has spread across the border into Canada, and on August 14th,
1888, Court No. 86, the first court in the Provinee of Canada, was
organized. At the present time, fully one-third of the courts and
one-third of the membership of the order is located in Canada.
During its existence the C. O. F. has paid out $2,000,000 in
endowments for the relief of the widows, orphans, and depeudents
of deceased members; $500,000 has been expended in the payment
of sick benefits and funeral expenses. This most remarkable rec-
ord has been achieved during the brief period of fourtecen years.
With its membership of fifty thousand, comprised in seven hundred
courts, and with its low rate of assessments, the C. O. F. can
to-day justly claim to be the greatest Catholie organization upon
the American continent. It is confidently expected that its quar-
ter centennial will show a membership of one hundred thousand.
Mr. Cannon was a charter member aud first president of the
Sons of Chicago, organized in 1892, Tle is a resident of the Cathe-
dral parish, taking an aective interest in all chureh matters.
That Mr. Cannon is popular, especially among the younger ele-
ment in Catholic cireles, is evidenced by the lionors conferred npon
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him, while the ability and judgment displayed in the eonduct of
his high position at the head of the Order of IForesters well justifies
its coufidence and the trust reposed in him by the thousands of
its members. '

FRANK G. HOYNE.

Frank G. Hoyne was born in this city July 17th, 1854, his
father being a well known lawyer of Chicago, Thomas Hoyne, who
came from Ireland and settled in this eity in 1837. The mother of
the subjeet of this sketeh was born in Virginia, but eame to Chi-
cago in 1833, being married to Thomas Hoyne in 1840.

Frank G. Hoyne was edueated in the University of Chieago,
but left before graduating to accompany Professor Stafford on a
western trip, the latter being under engagement by the govern-
ment to make a new war map of Kansas and Colorado. In 1872
the young man returned from surveying and entered the firm of
Culver, Page, Iloyne & Co., blank book manufacturers, starting
at a salary of five dollars a week and advancing till be beecame
superintendent of the eity manufacturing department. With this
firm he remained until they sold out in 1884, when he joined his
brother, James T. Hoyne, in the real estate business under the
firm name of Hoyne Brothers, and still retains an interest.

In 1886 Mr. Hoyne was appointed United States Appraiser,
during President Cleveland’s first administration, the office being
retained until 1890. Four years later he was reappointed to the
same office during Cleveland’s second term, and has held that re-
spensible position to very general satisfaction up to the present
time.
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My, IHoyne, who has always been a warm advocate for athletic
sports of all kinds, is a member of the Chieago Athletic Club, of
which indeed he was one of the original members. TIle was also
one of the organizers and prineipal movers in the establishment
of the Iroquois Club, and is still an active member thereof.

Mr. Hoyne was married in 1884 to Miss I'lorence Ashton,
daughter of Congressman Washington Ashton, of Virginia, a lin-
eal descendant of the George Washington family. IIe has two
daughters, Leonora and Helen.

Mr. Hoyne has always been a Demoerat, and before holding
public office was Viee-President of the Cook County Demoeraey.
In his religious views and assoeiations he is independent, taking
an interest in religion and religious work without affiliating him-
self with any partieular denomination.

The subject of this sketeh has had some military experience.
He joined the First Regiment Infantry in 1875, and remained with
the regiment until 1880, when he was appointed by Brigadier-Gen-
eral J. T. Torrence (then ecommanding the First Brigade) to the
position of Brigade Quartermaster. When General Torrence re-
signed, which was in 1885, Mr. IToyne also retired, and entered the
Veteran Corps of the First Regiment, in whieh organization he
still takes an active interest.

Even by this brief sketeh it will be seen that Mr. 1Toyne has
been eminently suceessful in all he has undertaken, and the re-
sponsible office he holds tells of no mean honor from his eountry
to a man who is still so young. Before him there is, beyond doubt,
a distinguished eareer, as well as opportunity for cultivating and
enjoying the literary and musieal tastes whieh are so characteris-
tic of this well known and universally respeected American Irish-
man.
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AUSTIN JOSEPH DOYLE.

The ability to grasp opportunity is one of the chief essentials of
worldly suceess and when united to energy and perseverance, the
result is absolutely placed beyond doubt. Possibly there is some-
thing natural to those of Irish birth or Irish descent in this fore-
seeing gift, for it is a faet that in that nationality more perhaps
than in any other, such outeome has been demonstrated. The sub-

- ject of this sketch is a striking example.

Anustin J. Doyle was born in Chieago, September 18th, 1849.
His parents, Peter and Ellen (MeDonald) Doyle, were both natives
of County Wexford, Ireland, being born there in 1804, of truly pa-
triotic stock, for the father of eaen of them had participated in
the Irish rebellion, being present at the battle of Vinegar Hill,
Wexford, in 1798, They had six children, of whom our subjeet is
the youngest. Peter Doyle was in fairly comfortable circumstan-
ces and died in Chicago in 1852,

Austin J. Doyle obtained his eduecation at the school of the
Christian Brothers and at St. Patrick’s Commereial Academy. He
began active life at the early age of thirteen, his first employment
being with the firm of W. M. Ross & Company—now Carson, Pirie
& Scott—where he had the position of pareel boy, becoming a little
later collector for the same concern. Ilis next situation was with
Daniel O’Hara, Clerk of the Recorder’s Court, and here as deputy
clerk he remained for eight years, for the last five years as chief.
While deputy clerk and employed under Judge MecAllister he
read law and was admitted Janunary, 1870, when, however, he con-
tinued to retain his position. In 1873 he was elected as Clerk of
the Criminal Cowrt against W, K. Sullivan, serving until 1877,
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wlhen upon appointment as justice of the peace for the north side,
he resigned,but only to hold the latter appointment for six months,
when he resigned that also and spent half a year in Kansas. Re-
turning to Chicago, his close personal friend, the late Carter II.
Harrison, gave him, in June, 1879, the appointment of secretary
to the police department, and in this association with Superin-
tendent Joseph P. Barrett, he was the originator of the present
police patrol system of Chicago. November, 1882, he was ap-
pointed Superintendent of Police, remaining such until October
15th, 1885, and resigning to become superintendent of the Chicago
IPassenger Railway. The latter was a horse car line, and in 1887,
it was absorbed by the West Side Street Car Company, Mr. Doyle
remaining as superintendent until July, 1890. In the meantime,
he had been elected Clerk of the Sanitary District, but resigned
after a couple of months, being tendered the responsible post of
General Manager of the McAvoy Brewing Company, where he re-
mained until January, 1892, when he was elected President of the
Company. IIe served until February, 1896, when the United States
Jrewing Company was organized, and the following six plants,
the Val. Blatz; the Michael Brand Brewing Company; Bartholo-
mae & Roesing; Bartholomae & Leicht; Ernest Brothers, and K.
G. Schmidt, with the total output of 750,000 barrels per annum
thereby absorbed.

e was married in 1870, to Miss Ellen Donnelly, of Chicago,
who died in 1877, leaving two children, Austin J. Doyle, Jr., and
Agnes. In 1883, Mr. Doyle was again married to Pauline Weis-
haar, of Chicago, and they have six children—Joseph, Frank, Rob-
ert Emmet, Paul, Marion, and Frederick.

Though Mr. Doyle’s mind is essentially of a business charac-
ter, his disposition leads him to find his chief delight and recrea-
tion in his home life, yet still he finds time to be active in member-
ship of the Sheridan and Columbus Clubs. Ile is also a member of
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the Catholie Benevolent Legion, the Police Benevolent Society and
the Independent Order of Foresters. In religion he is a Roman
Catholie, and his political views are, and have always been, those
of the Demoeratic party.

The career thus roughly sketched is sufficient to show the many
difficulties conquered, how every chance was utilized to the wut-
most, and how a. life unassisted by outside advantages was able to
raise itself to a position of power and influence, making the name
of Austin J. Doyle at once a source of pride and an honor to the
city of his birth, as well as to the land of his forefathers.

JAMES C. MCSHANE.

James C. MeShane, the subject of this sketeh, was born of Irish
parents on December 12th, 1862, at Litehfield, Illinois. He was
reared at Mattoon, Ill, and received his early education in the
public schools of that eity. After leaving school he found em-
ployment for some time in the office of the master mechanic of the
Big Four Railroad, and afterwards learned a trade in the railroad
shops, working here for three years, while all his leisure time was
devoted to reading law. He continued in this manner until 1885,
when he entered the law office of Craig & Craig of Mattoon, where
he remained as a law student until 1887, when he was admitted to
the bar at Springfield, taking the head place of a large class.

Wihile studying law at Mattoon in 1885, and then but twenty-
three years of age, he was elected to the City Council of that city,
a position he served with honor and distinetion. Immediately
upon being admitted to the bar he came to Chicago, where he
commenced the practice of his professjon, associating himself with
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Col. Robert Rae, one of the old and acknowledged leaders of the
Chicago bar. A few years later he formed a law partnership with
Henry S. Monroe, under the firm name of Monroe & MeShane,
which partnership eontinued for several years.

During the last few years he has been practicing law alone,
and enjoys a large and luerative praetice. He has always-been
engaged in the general practice, and has taken a leading part in
many important cases in the State and Federal Courts.

Mr. MeShane is six feet two inches in height, has a fine presence,
is a foreible and eloquent speaker, and is regarded as one of the
best trial lawyers in the eity of Chieago. He is a leading Dem-
ocrat, and has frequently been urged as attorney general and for
Congress. In 1893, the year of the World’s Fair, he was a eandi-
-date for city attorney on the Citizens’ tieket, which was made up of
two Demoerats and two Republieans, and which was headed by
Samuel W. Allerton, and opposed the ticket headed by Carter
H. Harrison. _

Mr. MeShanpe is a member of the Columbus and Sheridan Clubs,
and a number of other soeial and fraternal organizations. Ile
has a elean reeord, and a brilliant and successful carcer before
him.’

PHILIP MCGREGOR ROGERS.

Philip McGregor Rogers, whose name is familiar to and his
nmenory held in honorable respeet by all old time Chicagoans, was
one of this eity’s pioneer eitizens, having settled here in 1828 and
built a log house where the establishment of Marshall Field on
State - Street now stands. IHis parents, James and Elizabeth
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(Ward) Rogers, were both thrifty Scotch people, the mother being
one of the noted McGregors, and they had left their own country
and moved to Dublin that their children might receive Dbetter
school advantages than were possible in the highlands.

Philip McGregor Rogers attended school in Dublin for a short
time only, when the whole family moved to America and settled
at Redwood, Jefferson County, N. Y. Here the brother of the sub-
jeet of this sketeh, who was a priest and a man of high education,
took Philip in hand and acting as his tutor gave him a thorough
course. At the age of nineteen he visited New York City and went.
through a course of land surveying, later traveling through the
State and by working at his profession, earning some money.

Tn 1828, when the Erie Canal was in course of construction, his
brother, himself, and two companions, formed a partnership and
started for the West, stopping for a short time, however, on the
way to do some contract work on the canal. Arrived at Chicago,
then nothing but a frontier trading post, he and his three com-
panions—his brother, after unsuceessfully endeavoring to induce
Philip to accompany him, had gone further west—built a log cabin
and opened a small store, where they remained during that winter.
In the spring an inventory of his personal resources was taken by
Mr. Rogers and he discovered himself to be the possessor of a cash
balance of but thirty cents. This he decided to invest in a broad-
brimmed straw hat, a shovel, and a ditching line, and so economie-
ally equipped, secured a job as a ditcher. Having followed this
employment for a time, his business instinet informed him that
Fort Dearborn was located on the site where a large city was sure
to be founded in the near future. On hunting expeditions in the
immediate neighborhood, he had taken particular notice of the
country north of Fort Dearborn, and his mind was quickly made
up to buy land there from the government as soon as he was in a
position so to do.
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At that time charcoal was in great demand and commanded a
high price. He had seen the article made in New York State and
as the land he had so thoroughly ecanvassed was covered with tim-
ber suitable for the purpose, he induced his eompanion to go in
with him, and having built a cabin in the woods they manufactured
charcoal. Their venture proved highly remunerative and all the
money made was put by Mr. Rogers into land, which he was then
able to purchase from the govermment at a very low price. The
land where Niles, Rogers Park, and a portion of what is now
Ravenswood, showed such great fertility of soil that after the tim-
ber was removed Mr. Rogers at once began to cultivate, and for
that reason indueed a great many Germans to there locate. Farm-
ing was begun on a very extensive scale, having at one time as
many as three hundred German laborers working for him under
a foreman. Being himself a good German scholar, Mr. Rogers
was at once their doctor, lawyer, and judge, and later bought land
for them and assisted them in every way possible to bring their
families from the old country and settle around Niles, where to-
day they and their descendants make a prosperous and happy
colony.

The domestic relations of Mr. Rogers were of the happiest
character. He married Miss Mary Ward Masterson, a native of
County Wexford, Ireland, but who came of a good English family.
She owned a considerable traet of land and on which Buena Park
and a portion of Ravenswood are now located. Mr. Rogers, in the
very prime of his life, died suddenly of congestion of the brain in
1857, and just at a time when his many enterprises were beginning
to prove very profitable.

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers had two children—Philip, who graduated
from the Northwestern University and was taking a law course
when his father died; and a daughter, Catherine, who married
Patrick Leonard Touhy—of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in
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this volume. Mrs. Rogers, who was a woman of extremely chari-
table views, built in 1876 a Roman Catholic Church—St. Cath-
crine’s—at Rogers Park, and presented it to the parish. She died
in 1890, respected, honored and universally regretted.

Philip McGregor Rogers was a man of undeniable abilities and
which he exereised in many directions. Iis business sagaeity, his
foresight and nnderstanding of future possibilities were great, and
gave him the possession of a large fortune, which was used by him
to good and noble purpose. He might have been prominent in any
path he desired, but he preferred to found a settlement which
should lastingly bear witness to a great representative Irishman.

.~

HON. JOSEPH A. O'DONNELL.

Talented and most eapable, strong in his resources and firm in
his character, faithful to every detail of whatever work may be
undertaken, a faithful and true friend, a patriotie Irishman, and a
credit at once to his race and to his eountry, to his adopted land

“and to the profession in whieh he holds so high a place, Joseph A.
(’Donnell, honest and true representative, needs no introduetion to
bis fellow conntrymen in the West.

Joseph A. O’Donnell was born in the town of Ballina, County
Mayo, Ireland, December 23rd, 1859, and when seven years of age
came with his parents, Patriek and Catherine (Nellis) O’Donnell, to
this city, the Mecea for all who are wistful of bettering their con-
ditions in life. Tle belongs to that historic O’Donnell family that
was offered a choice between 11ell and Connanght.

So soon as the boy was sufficiently old,he was sent by his parents
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to St. Patriek’s Academy in Chicago, from which having gradu-
ated, he also for some time attended the public schools. On leav-
ing school, Joseph A. O’Donnell, who had evinced a most studious
disposition, was obliged to find some employment, his parents need-
ing every possible assistance in the support of the family, and was
for a short period engaged as an office boy, later, however, beconi-
ing apprenticed as a mechanical engineer and making such re-
markable progress that in a few years, and when only twenty-two,
he was given the appointment of foreman. Throughout this time
every opportunity was being used to increase his knowledge and
more thoroughly master the higher branches of his business, for
which purpose he attended a night school after-the labors of the day
were over, and there studying mechanical drawing, engineering
andotherkindred subjects. Afterall his striving, however, to excel,
he found the hard nature of his work was breaking up his constitu-
tion, and his active and energetic mind, after a careful overlooking
of the position, decided the legal profession offered him the better
chances, and every energy was at once turned to aequiring the
necessary knowledge. While employed at his trade, he had read
“Blackstone’s Commentaries” on English law and “Kent’s Commen-
taries” on American law, and also, and this, it must be remem-
bered, during the few spare hours morning and evening, had
studied Latin. Strong in his resolution, when by his industrious
habits and the truest thrift he had sueceeded in saving the sum of
three hundred dollars, he decided to give all his time and attention
to his new studies, and, bidding farewell to the machinist business,
he became a law student at the Union Law College of Chicago,
graduating therefrom in 1887 with the degree of LL. B, and a senior
diploma. Ile also took a post graduate course, receiving the de-
gree of LI. M., was admitted to the bar and received his license to
practice.

This initial period in the active life of a young lawyer is often-
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times the occasion of most fateful effects on the whole after carecer.
It is the first case that is always not merely the most difficult to
obtain, but also in every way the hardest to handle. Many, want-
ing in tenacity of purpose at this time, becoming despondent as to
the future, drop out altogether of the profession and forcibly illus-
trate the doctrine that it is those best fitted who survive. Mr.
O’Donnell’s fortune was of a happier description. No sooner was
he admitted than he commenced to practice; business came to him,
was handled carefully and thoroughly, and with such good success
that to-day he has absolutely all the work it would be possible for
him to manage. If, too, rumor speak the truth, higher honors are
likely to be his in the near future, for it is stated as within the pos-
sibilities that a place on the bench of the court where he is now
practicing may be tendered to him.

Whether in his political or in his professional career it may be
that Mr. O’Donnell has achieved the higher honors, it would be a
difficult matter to determine. A Jeffersonian Democrat in his con-
victions, for three consecutive terms—those of 1889, 1891 and 1893
-—Mr. O’'Donnell has been elected to the General Assembly of Illi-
nois from the Ninth District of Cook County, and he was also in at-
tendance at the special session called to consider the World’s Fair
hill, and is, moreover, one of the faithful “101” to whose fidelity and
absolute determination the election of Senator Palmer was chiefly
due. Tor a considerable time he has been one of the acknowledged
leaders of his party in the house, as was evinced by his place on the
steering committee during the last two sessions. The choice at-
tests in what high estimation his great abilities and his shrewd,
intelligent manner of conducting what may be called the routine
business part of legislation are held by his party colleagues, who
know they will at all times find in him a sage and conservative ad-
viser. His career has been far longer than the ordinary, and dur-
ing the time it has been his provinee to put forward a nnmber of
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important bills, of which, all sent by him to the desk have either
been passed or it was intended so to do, and the great Democratic
party in the State of Illinois, owes much of its success of later
vears to the passage of the Australian Ballot Law, which not only
was introduced by Mr. O’Donnell, but was by him engineered
through the house and finally passed. Of Mr. O’Donnell as a
speaker, some few words are necessary. While he at no time soars
into high rhetorical efforts, as an orator he possessed few equals in
the house. Both forcible, earnest and distinet, his absolute sin-
cerity of purpose compels what others may obtain by the richness
of their vocabulary or by some wild bursts of faney.

Mr. O’Donnell was married in 1886 to Rose E. daughter of
Thomas Dugan, one of Chicago’s oldest citizens, for he had come to
this city as far back as 1833. .

The subject of this sketeh is a firm believer in the good purpose
and sound work done by the various fraternal organizations, and
in addition to all the distinetly Irish societies, is a member of the
Royal League, of the Ancient Order of United Workmen, the Na-
tional Union and the Knights of Maccabees. TFive years also was
spent by him in the Second Regiment State Militia of Tllinois, in
which he held the position of First Lieutenant.

In 1394 he made a tour through Ireland, lingland and Scotland,
greatly enjoying a visit to the home spots endeared to him by family
and historic associations. In his religious views he is a Roman
Catholie, faithful to his creed and observant of all its duties. Ile
possesses a fund of interesting information, draining on the rich
stores of a mind that has always found its chiefest delight in
reading.

Tall of stature and erect in carriage, as the years go by he is
inclining to become stout. In his manner courteous, kindly and at
all times the most sociable of men, there is yet about him a quiet
firmness and determination of character, advising plainly that he
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would prove a dangerous customer if trifled with. The good work
done by him in raising himself to an enviable position in the
learned profession of the law, as well as to a place in the General
Assembly, as a Demoeratic member of the General Assembly, gives
ugeful lesson of the benefits enjoyed by us all under the free Demo-
eratic institutions of the United States. He demonstrates well that
to the man of bright and energetic faculties, possibilities quickly
become probabilities and probabilities are made certainties, and
that the very highest station is open to whosoever is willing to
faithfully strive and who possesses full and firm determination to
let no diffieulties deter, but to fight on and eonquer.

JOHN J. PHILBIN, JR.

John J. Philbin, Jr., although still a young man, may be elassed
among the “Old Citizens” of Chicago, for he has lived here all his
life and has witnessed the development of this great city of the
West in all the stages of its wonderful career. ‘

Born January 15th, 1862, within a stone’s throw of the place
where he is now engaged in business, Mr. Philbin has watched the
growth of the Garden City with pardonable pride, and in every
way in his power has contributed to the furthering of its advance-
ment and prosperity. His parents, John and Catharine (0’Dowd)
Philbin, came from Ireland fifty-five years ago—his father from
County Mayo, and his mother from Ballina—settling first in New
York State, where they engaged in farming and thence moving to
Chicago five years later. John Philbin, Sr., and Phil Conley were
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the first two Irishmen to settle in Chicago, and now, at the ripe
and honored age of seventy-nine, the father of the subject of this
sketeh is passing the closing years of a long and useful life. In
Irish affairs he has always taken a great interest and was one of
the organizers of the IFather Mathew Temperance Society.

John J. Philbin, Jr., received his education at the Jesuit Broth-
ers’ School on Morgan Street, and at the Polytechnic Institute,
corner Washington and La Salle Streets, from which he gradu-
ated. His first work was for the city at the age of seventeen in
the capacity of messenger, and through different positions he
worked his way until afier eight years of service he had become
chief clerk in the Street Department, being appointed thereto by
Mayor Harrison, and remaining in that capacity through the ad-
ministrations of Mayors Harrison, Cregier and Washburne. Ile re-
tired in 1890. After leaving the employ of the city, he went into
the general contracting and decorating business, doing mueh of the
fine decorating work that can be admired in the city and county
buildings.

Mr. Philbin, Jr., married April 27th, 1892, Miss Alice Mackin,
daughter of that well known pioneer and millionaire Irishman,
Thomas Mackin. They have two daughters, Alice Mackin Philbin
and Mildred. Mr. Mackin died a short time ago, leaving a large
estate, and Mr. Philbin manages his wife’s share of the property
and conducts the Revere House on the north side, which was a
portion of the estate. Of this he took charge in 1893, and by care-
ful management and attention to the comfort of his guests has
gained a reputation for the Revere House as a “home” which must
be eminently satisfying.

As a young man he was a musician of note, playing with many
of the leading orchestras of the country. Ile is a prominent mem-
ber of the Columbus Club, Cook County Marching Club, and the

County Democracy. In politics e has always taken a great inter-
6
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est and has been one of the leaders of his ward, at one time being
candidate for the office of clerk of the Probate Court.

Myr. Philbin is in religion a Roman Catliolie, and a valued mem-
ber of the parish of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, in the interest of

“which he is an active and conscientions worker.

Of his ability as a business man, the great success the Revere
House has attained while under his management is the best proof.
Among Chicago’s most progressive citizens he has found a place
and indeed well deserves the golden opinions he has gained in all
the soecial and commercial cireles of the city.

WILLIAM HENRY ARTHUR.

William 1lenry Arthur, present assistant corporation counsel,
though not yet thirty years of age, has already attained a high
standing in the legal fraternity and is especially prominent and a
recognized authority in all matters affecting cycling. He was
born in Dublin, Ireland, December 27th, 1868, his father, Harry
Arthur, being an officer in the British army, who had served in
the Crimean war and other important engagements, receiving sev-
eral medals for distingunished service. After retiring on his half
pay, being quite an expert as a musician, he became a leader of the
finest military band in Dublin, and also had a school of instruction
for military bands. He died in 1872, when the subject of this
sketch was not quite four years old. His widow, a native of
Queens County, felt the loss of her husband so aecutely that she
followed him in the following year (1873).
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The subject of this record was nine years old when he came to
Chicago to the care of an aunt who was living in the city. Te
was educated in the public and high schools of Chicago, and on
leaving school became clerk in a fire insurance office, while at the
same time attending the department of law in the Lake Forest
University. Ie graduated in May, 1893, as one of the three honor
men of his class, and then took a post gradnate course under
Thomas A. Moran, a tutor of whom he always speaks with affee-
tionate esteemn and the highest regard. In the same year—1893—
he was appointed librarian of the Ashland block law library, where
he had good opportunity for study, and also became acquainted
with many lawyers, whom, in various ways, lie was able to assist.
While holding this position, in the fall of 1893 he started a law
office for himself, and had his first case before the close of the
same year. Appointed attorney for several fire insurance compa-

nies, a line of business in which he was well versed, in 1894 he

was appointed attorney for the Illinois Division of League of
American Wheelmen, and has filted that position ever since. The

1st of October, 1895, he received the appointment of assistant cor-
peration counsel and has already handled some quite important
cases. In the spring of 1897 Mr. Arthur was very prowminently
mentioned as a candidate for city attorney. Of his abilities and
fitness for the position the press generally spoké very highly, but
as is well known, what was termed the machine controlled the
convention and Roy O. West was nominated for that position to
succeed himself.

Myr. Arthur is vice consul of the Illinois Division of the League
of American Wheelnien and is president of the Ilinois Cyecling
Club, which is the largest cycling club in the world, having more
than six hundred members and a club house which cost forty
thousand dollars, He was lieutenant of the First Division, First
Battalion of the Naval Reserve until quite recently, when from
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lack of time to attend rightly he resigned. IHe is a member of
Union Park Lodge No. 610, A. I'. & A. M.; of Washington Chapter
No. 43, R. A. M.; and of Fort Dearborn Council No. 278, Royal
Arcanum. He is also a member of Central Council No. 1, North
American Union, an association originated by well known Irish-
men; and of Chicago Council of the Home Circle. Mr. Arthur
has always been a Republican in politics and is a member of the
Lincoln Club. As to his religious views, he was brought up a
Protestant Episcopalian. He was married in October, 1890, to
Miss Sophie Boller of Chicago.

This brief sketch is sufficient to show that Mr. Arthur has
gained quite an enviable record in his profession, phenomenally
so for one so yoimg, while at the same time he has achieved con-
siderable renown in cycling and athletics. In the latter, especially
in running, his time of 4:36 for a mile made in 1889 was the best
Western record for that year, and he holds some sixty to seventy
medals for various contests. His fondness in that direction, how-
ever, has never been permitted to interfere with his reading or his
studies, and the midnight oil is often burned in the fine library
of his residence.

MICHAEL J. KEANE.

. In the list of Chicago’s most honored citizens, among those
whose efforts unaided by fortune or the influence of friends have
procured universal respect and a comfortable income, the name
of Mr. Keane stands high.

He was born in Ireland, Kilkee, County Clare, September 29,
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1849, and as an infant of three weeks, left the old country. Tle is
the son of a patriotic sire; his father, Simon Keane, was foreed to
leave Ireland without an hour’s delay after the famous uprising of
’48.  He arrived in Chicago, 1835, and began dealing in grain on
the Board of Trade. Successful in his business, he retired from
active work in 1871, dying in 1882, at the age of sixty. Mary
Keane, his wife, lives, and is now over seventy. The son immedi-
ately assumed full charge of his mother and the family, and still
continues to support.

The subject of this sketch was educated in the public schools
and compleled his studies at the University of St. Mary of the
Lake, Chicago. Believing that a business career offered higher
advantages than a professional one, he took up the trade of a ma-
chinist, snbsequently changing to the furniture trade. is appli-
cation to the business he had chosen, and the reputation he has
obtained, needs no higher testimonial than the fact that in twenty-
two years the only change he has made is from the Chicago Carpet
Company to the Tobey Furniture Company.

He has actively supported the Democratic party, to which he
had attachied himself sinee he reached his manhood. In 1893 he
was made a member of the Board of Edneation to fill a vacancy,
and on the expiration of the term was given a reappointment for
three years by the late Carter H. Harrison.

Mr. Keane has always taken great interest in all matters apper-
taining to the Irish people at home or abroad. e has devoted his
best efforts, and will continue so to do, to the realization of the
true Irishman’s fondest hope, that in our day, and in the very
near future, we may see Ireland free and happy and the old flag
flying over the Irish parliament house in College Green.

Michael J. Keane, who is a bachelor, is a member of several
clnbs as well as various benevolent and friendly orders. e joined
the Waukansee Club in 1892 and was a director in 1895. e is
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a member of the Columbus Club since 1893. In the Catholic Benev-
olent Legion he has filled all offices from Orator to State P’resi-
dent, and he also belongs to the Fraternal Insurance Benevolent
Society, the Royal Arcanum, and the Columbus Mutual Benefit So-
ciety. He is also an honorary member of the Seventh Regiment
Ilinois National Guards.

HON. JOHN PATRICK MCGOORTY.

John Patrick McGoorty was born August 25th, 1866, at Con-
neaut, Ashtabula County, Ohio, and is the son of Peter and Mary
(Gaffney) McGoorty, both natives of Connaught, his father being
from Leitrim and his mother from Roscommon. They were married
in the old country and came to the United States in 1864, settling
in Ohio. In 1870 the family removed to Berlin, Wis,, where for
twenty-five years Peter McGoorty has been a traveling salesman.

John Patrick MeGoorty was educated in the public schools of
Berlin, and in 1884, owing to failing health, after compléting the
high schiool course, he moved to Colorado and took up his residence
in Denver, and later at Trinidad until the fall of 1885, Iis health
restored, he returned to Berlin, accepting there a position with
Stillman, Wright & Co., as a traveler for their flour. Very consid-
erable success attended his efforts during the five years lie re-
mained with the firm, and during which period he visited the
principal jobbing centers from Boston to San Francisco.

Mr. McGoorty having decided in 1890 to take up the legal pro-
fession, entered the law department of the Lake Forest University
where in 1893 lie had conferred upon him the degree of Bachelor
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of Law. The active practice of his profession was immediately
begun and by faithfnl and close attention to every ease entrusted
to him, he soon made himself known and with the result that he
was quickly in the enjoyment of a very remunerative general
practice. Perhaps the leading incident of his professional carcer
and which has most greatly tended to his good sueccess was his
connection with the celebrated Prendergast case, in which he was
one of the counsel for the defense. His work in that ease received
much favorable notice at the hands of the press and his speech to
the jury at the close of that trial elicited many flattering encomi-
ums from his professional brethren.

From his boyhood his tastes were of a literary character and
though out door sports of every description were not neglected,
he was at all times an omniverous reader. As a man, his reading
has not been negleeted, and there is no young lawyer in the city
who keeps himself more thoroughly abreast with the times by
reading not only subjects appertaining to his own profession but
also all other timely matters.

A natural born orator, he was solicited in 1893, during the
World’s Fair, to read before the Catliolic Congress the paper, “The
World’s Fair and Its Lessons to Catholies.” This was a decided
compliment, as it had been strongly suggested that another c¢hoice
be made, and only at the last moment did some one olfer the
remark that there was no occasion to invite an outsider, as Chi-
cago had already a citizen perfectly able to do the paper and its
delivery full justice,

Mr. MeGoorty was married, November 29th, 1893, to Mary Wig-
gins, a Chicago lady of exceptional accomplishments.

His interest in Irish affairs has always been of a very pro-
nounnced character and he is a member of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians and a number of other Irish societies. ITe is also Pres-
ident of the Washington Council of the Irish Alliance.
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A Democrat from conviction, in the political world also le has
made his strong personality and the exeellence of his gifts power-
fully felt. In 1895 he was nominated against Alderman O’Neil of
the 34th Ward, and though unsueccessful, he made a noteworthy
fight, running nearly one thousand votes ahead of his ticket. This
year he has been further honored with his party’s nomination in
the Third Senatorial District for Representative to the Legisla-
ture. . ' "

While still a young man, Mr. McGoorty has succeeded in mak-
ing himself so high a reputation that if the promise of his career
be fulfilled, the future should number among its proudest and
most gifted representatives of Irish descent the name of John

Patrick MeGoorty.

MICHAEL VALENTINE GANNON.

A thorough lawyer, an eloquent speaker, a fervent patriot, a
true hearted Irishman and a faithful devoted American, are terms
that ean be applied to no Chicagoan more fitly than to the subject
of this sketch.

Miechael V. Gannon was born in Dublin, Ireland, February 14th,
1846. His father, Michael Gannon, died when he was ouly three
months old, leaving a widow and three children, of whom he was
the youngest. He lost his only sister in infaney, and his brother
John rests in the old land, where he died in 1872. Ilis mother was
formerly Catharine O’Brien, and is one of the family of the Me-
Geoghegans of West Meath, and the O’Briens of Limerick. His
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father’s family had long been settled in West Meath near Kilbeg-
gan. Ior all the talent he possesses, all the good in his character,
Michael V. Gannon feels indebted to the mother, whose earnest-
ness, untiringness, true religious spirit and thorough patriotism
were to the son the highest inspiration, and have made him what
Iie is to-day.

Mr. Gannon found his earlier education in the Irish National
School in Kilbeggan County, West Meath. In addition to all the
ordinary studies, he was, as a boy, intensely interested in histori-
cal and biographical subjects, as well as travels and romances, in
fact, devouring every book of the kind he could find. Yet his
studious disposition did not incapacitate him from a delight in all
out-door sports, and he also took peculiar pleasure in amateur
theatricals and in public reading.

When seventeen, in March, 1863, he joined the Dublin Metro-
politan police in order to be with his brother, who had enlisted
four years previously. IHe quickly discovered for what purposes
that bedy was likely to be used, and took an early opportunity to
resign. On October 18th, 1866, he emigrated to America, and
quickly found employment teaching school, first in Rock Island,
111, and then at Davenport, Iowa. Having decided to study law,
he was admitted to practice in 1873.

A Democrat by conviction, he is in politics no partisan. In
1877 he was elected to the Davenport City Council. The following
year he received the nomination for distriet attorney, but was
defeated; however, on again being nominated in 1882, he was
clected. Honored with the Democratic nomination for attorney
general in 1884, he was suceessful in the election. In 1887 he
moved to Omaha, Nebraska, and in 1891 was clected president of
the National Land League. He came to Chicago in 1893 and his
high reputation, great abilities, and charm of manner have made
for him multitudinous friends,
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Michael V. Gannon has been three times married, and has seven
children now living. Iis present wife, formerly Mary Johnson,
is a daughter of one of his companions in his journey from the old
country to the great land of the free.

LAWRENCE P. BOYLE.

To lead in the profession chosen for the life work is the laud-
able ambition of every man of ability to understand what worldly
success means, and it is the closeness with whieh sueh desires are
realized that constitutes prominence and greatness. Beyond all
peradventure the subject of the present sketcli is one of the lead-
ing, as lie is certainly one of the best known lawyers of this great
city.

Lawrence . Boyle was born April 23d, 1854, on a farm in
Huntington County, Indiana, his parents being Lawrence and Jane
(Finerglity) Boyle. Lawrenece Boyle was a native of Queens Coun-
ty, Ireland, and came to this country in 1835. With his cousin,
Michael Malone, a wealthy contractor of Lancaster, Penn., he en-
gaged in superintending the building of railroads. In 1842, on a
visit to a brother, he went west to Huntington County, Ind., in-
tending to return to Pennsylvania, but he was indueed to alter
his mind and settled on a farm in Clear Creck Township, then a
wilderness in that county. Three years later he was married at
FFort Wayne, Ind., to Jane Finerghty, a native of Roseommon,
Ireland, where her father had at one time been a prosperous farmer
and stock raiser, but through the terrible conditions existing in
the country, was subsequently reduced almost to poverty.
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Mr. Boyle received his education in the common and select
schools of Huntington and Wabash Counties, Ind., supplemented
by considerable home studies. From childhood to early manhood
was passed by him on the farm, attending school in the winter
and in the smmmmer assisting in the farming, in this way becoming
physically strengthened for the after battle of life.

1Tis schooling over he was given a license to teach, and in the
public and graded schools of Huntington County he taught for
some time to earn some money, in the first place to assist his
father to pay off a debt on the farm and afterwards to obtain suffi-
eient to live on while reading law between the school terms. The
occupation was also in other ways econgenial, and it afforded him
an opportunity of reading law in the evenings and on the off day
of each weck—Saturday.

Industry and applieation found a suitable reward, and in 1879
Le was admitted to the bar of the Snpreme Court of Indiana, and

taking up the practiee of law in his native town—ITuntington—
he continued there until June 17th, 1884, buildiug meanwhile con-
siderable clientage and winning the good opinion and esteem of
the bar there and in the counties surrounding. Tn 1880 in response
to the wishes of the citizens of IInutington he hecame Mayor of
the town, being re-elected to that offiee in 1882, althongh at the
time he was the youngest Mayor of any city in Indiana. More was
done by him to bring his eity before the people of the State of Tn-
diana and the country at large than had ever been before for that
city, and he was also largely instrumental in securing the building
of the Chieago and Erie Railroad through ITuntington, and mainly
through his efforts and shrewd management the shops of that
road were located in that town, having ever since been the means
of distributing from a quarter to half a million dollars per month.
On June 17th, 1884, a total stranger without a friend or a relative
within the eity or State of Illinois, he removed to Chicago, iinme-
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diately afterwards opening an office and starting into the practice
of law. His experience under those circumstances was necessarily
like the experience of others who have come to Chicago nnder sim-
ilar circumstances, and for a time he had an excellent opportunity
and ample time for study. Soon, however, his acquaintance ex-
tended and his practice grew. In October, 1887, without solicita-
tion on his part, he was appointed Master in Chancery of the
Superior Court of Cook County, and reappointed to the same office
by the same court in December, 1889. In October, 1890, owing to
the pressure of business and his inability to attend to it all, he
found it necessary to resign the office of Master in Chancery.
While acting as Master in Chancery he passed on many cases of
importance, and only in one instance were his decisions reversed
by the Supreme or higher conrts. In 1890 he was appointed Gen-
eral Counselor and Attorney for the Board of Election Commis-
sioners of Cook County, and reappointed each year successively un-
til 1894, when this position also he resigned. During the period
which Mr. Boyle acted as Counselor and Attorney for the Board
of EFlection Commissioners many questions of great importance
relating to the administration of the general city election law
and the Awustralian ballot law were snbmitted to him by the
Board for an opinion, and while these questions often involved
considerations of partisan advantage, it was observed and may
be said to his credit, that he never allowed himself to be swerved
or to give an opinion to the Board for their gnidance which he did
not believe to be the law, and as an evidence of the correctness
of his opinions they were always sustained when appealed from
tc the Supreme or other courts. In fact his opinions were so well
censidered to be impartial and sound interpretations of the law
that he has been for some time, and is now, regarded as an au-
thority on the laws pertaining to clections. Since June 1st, 1895,
he has given attention exclusively to his private law practice, and
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now enjoys a large practice in both the Chaneery and Law Courts.
His practice has not been confined to Chicago, but extends through-
out several of the western-States, among whieh are Utah, Idaho
and Colorado, having important mining litigations in the courts
of these States.

In regard to political matters, always an unswerving and un-
changeable Democrat, since 1893 Mr. Boyle has mnot taken any
active part. In that year he, at the solicitation of the late Carter
H. Harrison, who was his close friend, took a very leading part
in the contest which secured for Mr. Harrison the nomination and
election for Mayor. It is of common knowledge that Mr. Harrison
appreciated Mr. Boyle’s efforts, and had sueh thorough confidence
in liis professional ability that he could have had any oftice in the
gift of the Mayor. He declined to accept any recompense of that
charaeter, declaring that he helped to eleet, not because he wanted
reward for his efforts, but because he admired Mr. Harrison and
knew he would be the right man for World’s Ifair Mayor.

In 1892 the nomination for Judge of the Superior Court of
Cook County was tendered to him by the leaders of the Democratie
party, but this also he for sufficient reasons refused. In 1893,
without solicitation on his part, in fact, against his own judg-
ment, he was nominated by the Demoecratic party for Judge of
the Circunit Court of Cook County, and although he ran many thou-
sand votes ahead, he, with the balance of his ticket, suffered defeat.

Mr. Boyle has been conneeted with a number of publie enter-
prises. In 1890 he assisted in organizing the movement for the
reform of the election laws of Illinois, and in 1891-92 took part in
the preparation and the securing the passage of the Australian
ballot law.

He was married June 12th, 1895, to Miss Alice Moore of Hunt-
ington, Ind,, also a native of that city and a lineal descendant of
Colonel Daniel McFarland of Revolutionary fame. Ier parents



122 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE

were among the first settlers of [Tuntington, Ind., her father being
a merchant there and continuing in his business until his death
in 1875, and her mother, a woman of rare refincment and educa-
tion. Of Mrs. Boyle a few words are not out of place. She is a
graduate of Glendale IFemale College, possesses a most interest-
ing and entertaining manner, and as for her appearance is above
the medium height, with a graceful figure, attractive face, pleasing
address, a lover of the intellectual side of life, and is possessed of
unusual gifts as an artist, many beautiful paintings which now
adorn their home being the work of her hand. She is, however,
none the less deeply interested in the practical duties and obliga-
tions of home life, and finds much pleasure in making the home of
herself and her husband attractive to themselves and hospitable
to their friends.

A few words in regard to Mr. Boyle’s personal appearance:
More than six feet in height, broad shouldered and erect with a
well poised head of indisputable intellectual cast, commanding in
appearance, yet always kindly, his is a face and a form that in a
crowd would at once command attention. Well trained facultics
are in him supported and accompanied by the strength of youth
and health. Of him it may indeed be truthfully said, that he is
true and faithful to his friends and never loses a friendship when
once formed, while as for his enemies—for, like all positive, ag-
gressive men, he has many—he is oblivious to their attacks, treat-
ing them at all times with unfeigned indifference.
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DAVID SULLIVAN.

David Sullivan is one of the young attorneys of Chicago, who
by industry and perseverance united to professional skill and abil-
ity has obtained a high position in his profession and at the same
time gained the respect and esteem of all of the community with
whom he is bronght into contact.

Ile was born in the Island of Valentia, on the southwest coast
of Kerry, April 3, 1856. His parents were John C. and Mary Sulli-
van. The former died May 14th, 1884, at the age of eighty-one
yvears, and his mother in February, 1891, aged cighty-two years.

His first education was obtained in Ireland, but on his arrival
with his parents in the United States in 1865, he took a common
school education and then attended the high sehool at Marquette,
Michigan. He came to Chicago Mareh, 1871, and has sinee made
this city his permanent residence. While quite young he had man-
aged to pick up some knowledge of the printing business, and his
schooling over, he found a place on the Chicago Times, first at
setting type, then as reporter, and afterwards as proof reader. Ile
began the study of law with Judge Crooker, and then in the oftice
of Judge Moran. Admitted to practice in 1879, he remained with
the latter firm until 1882, when he started in business for himself,
Eminently successful, he bears a high reputation for carefnl prep-
aration, skillful handling, and entirely conscientious treatment of
cevery case submitted to him. He has been appointed a Master
in Chancery of the Superior Court, a position he now very worthily
fills.

A Democrat in politics, consistent and unswerving, Mr. Sulli-
van has for years been a very aetive member of the party. 1le was
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elected to the Legislature from the First Distriet in the fall of
1880, and served in the 32d and 33d General Assemblies. Ap-
pointed attorney of the County Board in September, 1883, he held
the position until January, 1888.

The roaming instinct in him is strongly developed. He has
traveled extensively in this country and Europe, and for six years
has found change, relaxation and recreation by taking his sum-
mer vacation in the Rocky Mountains.

David Sullivan was married January 15, 1884, to Kate A.
Healy, a lady pre-eminently gifted in those qualities that make a
happy home life. They have two children living; the elder, Ed-
mund, was born in 1889, and the younger, a daughter, in 1893.

A member of a number of societies, among others the National
Union and the Royal League, as well as several building associa-
tions, he still finds time, in addition to his home and professional
duties, to devote his energies to the cause of the dear home land.
He is an Trish Nationalist of the truest type, devoted to the land
of his birth, antagonistie to the eountry that has held her so long
in thrall, and ever willing to contribute, financially or otherwise,
towards the furtherance of her interests.

EDWARD J. WALSH.

Edward J. Walsh was born at a place called Bauntha near the
town of Callan, County of Kilkenny, Ireland, on the 20th of June,
1860. His parents, John Walsh and Ellen Walsh, nee Lyneh, were
of the farming class and were in comnfortable circumstances. The
former could go back to the stirring scenes of 1798, for that mem-
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orable year saw the grandfather of the subject of our sketeh with
hig long Queen Anne gun and knapsack proceed to the rebel camp
to fight for independence. In after years John Walsh was wont
to relate to his neighbors the recolleetion of that day in which
his father joined the insurgent ranks, although at the time he
was only about five years old. Ie lived to a green old age, dying
in 1881, and was buried beside old St. Catharine’s Abbey in the
town of Callan. His thorough and manly independence of char-
acter and a rugged honesty as unyielding in its purpose as the cele-
brated marble of his native county, had gained for him respect and
esteem, but he was at the same time possessed of a heart as tender
as a woman’s and ever responsive to the wants of the needy.

The County of Kilkenny was the former stronghold of the
Walsh sept. My, John Savage, in his “Picturesque Ireland,” says:
“The Walsh family, like many other Anglo-Normans, adopted an
Irish surname and title, and was known for ages as ‘Branach,
which signifies in Irish, a Welshman. At an early period it had
extensive possessions in Waterford and Kilkenny. Ior four een-
turies it was only inferior in estate and power to the Butlers and
the Graces.”

Edward J. Walsh first attended the private school of Walter
Hawe in the town of Callan. Subsequently he attended the Chris-
tian Brothers’ School at the same place, and from thence entered
St. Kieran’s College, Kilkenny, where he remained three and a half
years, graduating in the summer of 1879. While in college, voung
Edward was remarkable alike for his physical and mental energy,
and was alike foremost in all sports and amusements as he was
in his elasses. The reasoning faculties seemed to be highly devel-
oped in the young man. Endowed with an excellent and tenacious
memory, he seldom forgot what he had studied, and to this day
he is remarkable for the accuracy which e brings to the discussion

of historical events. In college he was a general favorite, his
%
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warm and generons nature endearing him to his fellow collegians.
1lis education finished, he condueted a milling establishment at
the town of Callan for his eldest brother, Thomas Walsh, who is,
at the present time, a town commissioner of that place, as well as
a poor law guardian. This brother Thomas was an ardent mem-
ber of the Fenian Brotherhood, and in 1867, being marked for
prosecution by the gentle government of her Britannie majesty
on account of his political opinions, he hurriedly came to this
country, where he remained for nearly two years. Edward ex-
pressing a desire to go abroad, his brother tried to induee him to
remain at home, even offering him a partnership in his extensive
business. Disliking a mercantile life, Edward, however, declined,
and proceeded to this country, arriving here in April, 1881. The
study of law was at onee begun under the distinguished firm of
lawyers, Messrs. Wright, Folkes & Wright, of Memphis, Tenn.,
and was admitted to the bar of that State on the 3d of Jnly, 1883,
Iie practiced law in Memphis during the following year, his first
civil case of importance taking place at Sardis, Mississippl, and
involving the title to a considerable quantity of ecotton. Mr.
Walsh represented W. B. Galbraith & Co. of Memphis, who had
a mortgage on the cotton for supplies, and the only witness in
the case was the man who raised the cotton. Ou arriving at Sar-
dis, Mr. Walsh found that his witness was completely under the
inflnence of liquor and under the control and management of the
opposition. 1lis opponents in the case were local merchants of
Sardis. In this dilemma the ready wit of his native land came
to his assistance. His first move was to induce the opposition to
waive a jury and consent to have the case tried by the court, he
wisely deeming that a local jury would favor the local merchants.
The opposition, to make their case, had to place upon the stand the
witness just mentioned, who, now comparatively sober, testified
directly against the interests of Galbraith & Co. Then came the
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cross-examination by Mr. Walsh., It was a splendid effort, result-
ing in a complete vietory for his clients, and eompletely breaking
down the testimony of the witness; Mr. Walsh, in addition to
winning his ease, was highly complimented by the older members
of the bar who were preseat on the oceasion.

Arrived in Chicago in 1884, the young lawyer possessed
neither friends or acquaintances of any kind. laving a high opin-
ion of his profession, he regarded soliciting for business as unpro-
fessional conduet, and under those circumstances sought a position
as law clerk and shortly thereafter entered the law offiee of Fol-
lansbee & O’Connor, with whom he remained until 1886. In the
meantime, owing to a difference between the laws of Tennessce
and Illinois on the subject, Mr. Walsh had to undergo a new exam-
ination for admission to the bar, but which examination he suc-
cessfully underwent in March, 1885, heing admitted to the bar
of this State in the same month.

In June, 1886, he connected himself with Messrs. Salomon &
Zeisler of this city, and during the trial of the Anarchist ease and
nntil the decision of the same in the Supreme Court, had charge
of the firm’s civil business, That they were pleased with his ser-
vices is best shown by the fact that during that period he had com-
plete charge of the running of the office, the interviewing clients,
and charging and collecting fees in the premises. After the dis-
solution of the firm of Salomon & Zeisler in the spring of 1887,
Mr. Walsh continued his connection with Mr, Moses Salomon, and
which lasted until the clection of the latter to the Staté Senate in
1892, Mr. Walsh then severed his conneetion with Mr. SRalomon,
and a partnership was formed in February, 1893, with James A.
Brady, under the name of Walsh & Brady. This partnership
lasted but a very short time, when it was dissolved by mutual
consent, sinee which time Mr. Walsh has practiced alone. Tlis
cffice is now in the Chamber of Commerce, where he occupies joint-
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ly with Mr. Thomas W. Prindeville a splendid suite of offices.
While connected with Mr. Salomon, the latter represented the
Central Labor Union, and questions of the most complicated na-
ture, involving almost every branch of the law, were continually
coming up. During this period, Mr. Walsh studied very hard,
and his vigorous constitution enabled him to do an immense
amonnt of work without abatement of energy. Scarcely a day
passed that he was not in court on some matter, by reason of
which, and the possession of an excellent memory, he acqnired a
great proficiency in the rules of pleading and practice, so essential
to the suceess of the modern lawyer. Nearly all of the briefs in
Mr. Salomon’s cases during the period Mr. Walsh was connected
with him were written by the latter, and the association of the two
men ripened into friendship which happily still exists. During
these years, while connected with these firms, Mr. Walsh adopted
the precantion to retain his own clientage, so that he had an
extensive business when he formed the partnership with Mr.
Brady. Since then it has grown rapidly. At the last term of the
Supreme and Appellate Conrts, he had four cases in each court.
Among his clients he nnmbers the Suess Ornamental Glass Co., the
Caniwell Eagle Brewing Co., Julius Bauer & Co., Royal Wine Co,,
Charles Creamery Co., Chicago Handle Bar Co., Madden Brothers,
M. Naughton, McNulty Brothers, ete. His business is that of a
general practitioner, and althongh not what is generally called a
brilliant man, he possesses in avery high degreewhat are commonly
known as common sense and a level head. His suecess, coming to
him as it does, without the aid of influential friends or relatives,
is accounted for by him solely on the ground that he works hard
and faithfully, and that he has never swerved from the line of
absolute integrity.

Like most young lawyers, Mr. Walsh takes considerable inter-
est in politics. Three times he has been elected by acclamation
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president of the Twenty-fifthWard Democratic Club. He usually
attended county conventions as a delegate, and was a delegate to
the last two Democratie state conventions. Although frequently
solicited to run for office, up to the present time he has steadily
refused.  He has been nrged by his friends to become a candidate
for judge, but this also he has declined, holding fast to the theory
that the office should seek the man and not the man the office.

Mr. Walsh was a prominent member of the Irish Literary So-
ciety in Memphis and helped to organize the Young Ireland So-
ciety in Chicago. Deeming all seeret organizations subversive of
individual liberty, he has not songht membership in the ranks of
such societies, but he is a member of the Catholic Order of For-
esters and of the Columbus Club.

Mr, Walsh resides at 4108 North Ashland Avenue, Rogers Park,
and is a member of St. Jerome’s Chureh. 1le was married in
1888 to Maud Washington, formerly of New Berne, N. C.,, and
daughter of John N. Washington, who was a grandson of Louis
Washington, unele of George Washington. Of their marriage four
children have been born, of whom three are living.

The Very Rev. William Walsh, now of Jackson, Tenn., for-
merly of Chattanooga and Memphis, is a brother of the snbject of
this sketeh. TFather Walsh went through the fevers of 1878 and
1879 in Memphis, establishing there the celebrated Camp Father
Mathew, and has the distinction of being now the only surviving
priest of the terrible scourge of that time.
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HENRY MARSHALL COBURN.

Henry Marshall Coburn was born in the town of Lyons, Cook
County, Illinois, October 15th, 1855. He is the son of Henry and
Elizabeth (Chittick) Coburn, his father being a native of Crane,
County Wexford, Ireland, born there in 1824. The grandfather of
our subject took an active part in the Irish Rebellion of 1798, and
was a direct descendant of General John Coburn, who aceom-
panied Cromwell from England. Henry Coburn left Ireland in
1848, and coming to America, first settled in upper Canada, after-
wards moved to Illinois, where he located in Dupage County, and
later to Cook County, where he still lives. He married Miss Chit-
tick, a native of County Fermanagh, Ireland, a lady who among
her ancestors numbers the Marshalls and lIamiltons of Scotland,
and in compliment to the first named, her son was given his mid-
dle name. .

Henry Marshall Coburn received his early edueation in the
common schools of his native town and at the Englewood high
school. The latter was left in 1877, and for three years he taught
in the publie schools of Cook County, devoting at the same time
whatever hours he had to spare to the study of law, which he had
determined to make his profession. He assisted also in the editing
of the New ILra, a journal established by his brother, John J.
Coburn—of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in this volume—
and with such successful results that a large cireulation was en-
joyed and the attention of journalists all over the state attracted.
[Fearless in its attacks on some of the political rings in local
affairs, the course it pursued led to many execiting episodes, in
which both of the young men necessarily prominently figured.
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Henry Marshall Coburn was admitted to the bar in 1887, and
was later granted a license to practice before the United States
Court and the Court of Appeals. An office was at once opened in
Chieago, and from the beginning of his professional carcer good
success has attended his efforts, more especially in his criminal
practice. He has a record extending all over the western states
and has frequently been called to Colorado, Indiana, and others,
to try important eases. To the first named he went to conduct the
defense of the celebrated “Silver Bar Case,” being afterwards re-
tained to resist the celebrated Captain Tabor in the Boulder-Min-
gle fight, to which a great deal of attention was attracted. As
counsel, he has figured in numerous cases, some of which have
become precedents, and in a great many others, while his name
has not appeared, the law has been defined by him and the plan
of defense or attack laid down. He devotes himself to a practice
of a decidedly general eharacter, but it is before a jury that e is
particularly strong, for he seems to understand instinetively what
points should be most prominently brought forward, and how wit-
nesses should be dealt with in order to convey the best impres-
sion. As a consulting lawyer, he also does a large business, and
keeps in his office for ready reference an index of all new points
of law decided upon by the courts of last resort. IFor this reason
he is frequently consulted by some of the leading lawyers in the
profession and is seldom at a loss for a sound authority in point.
Sueh success as his efforts have achieved have of course not been
without good pecuniary return, and besides the enjoyment of a
large professional income, he has been able to make some excellent
investments,

A Democrat always, Mr. Coburn takes a great interest in the
politics of the ward in whieh he lives—the 30th

and when impor-
tant matters are under discussion, is always called upon to speak.
Mr. Coburn was married, July 17th, 1890, to Adeline, daughter
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of Captain Palmer, prosecuting attorney of the Citizens’ League
of Englewood. They have a beautiful and refined home at No.
5522 Sherman Street, where it is the delight of Mr. and Mrs. Co-
burn to weleome their numerous friends.

JOHN T. KEATING.

If to be known to every Irish American in Chieago and de-
servedly respected and esteemed not merely for his own personal
qualities, but also for the able work he has done in this country
for suffering Ireland, be to deserve a place among representative
American Irish, then surely no one better deserves such than John
T. Keating, state president of the Ancient Order of Hibernians.

In the fair eity of Cork, near the chiming of the famed Shan-
don bells, on July 7th, 1853, Mr. Keating was born. His father,
Daniel Dominick Ieating, was a business man engaged in butter
exporting and, as well as his mother, formerly Kate Tyrell, was
of good Irish origin. Not unblessed with fortune, they were able
to give their son a thorough edueation. He was sent first to Mil-
liken’s private school at Cork, later entering Rockwells College at
Tipperary, and completing his schooling at the IFrench College,
Black Rock, near Dublin.

At the age of seventeen he found employment in one of the
leading mercantile houses in Cork, the well known Clery &
Company, a few months later starting in business for himself at
Middleton. He was suecessful in his efforts, but from his earlier
years the cause of Ireland had strongly appealed to him, and at
seventeen he was already guild warden of the Young Men’s So-
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ciety of Cork, and a sympathizer with the secret political move-
ments, which he hoped might obtain her freedom. The conse-
quence was precisely similar to that which befell his close friend
and fellow worker in the cause, John I*. Finerty, and his activity
in the cause of Irish liberty necessitated his leaving Ireland. It
was while the troubles of the Land League were in full force in
1882 that Mr. Keating started for America, and after a short
stay in the East he eame to Chicago. He soon found a situation
with the firm of M. W. Kerwin & Company, and two years later
was engaged by the well known firm of Dallamand & Company
as superintendent.

As during the seventies he had been closely associated with
the Amnesty Association, on his arrival in Chicago he immediately
connected himself with the Hibernians. His progress in that
organization was rapid. In 1890 he became president of Division
36 in Hyde Park and held that position for six years. Ile was
unanimously elected state president of the order at the biennial
convention at East St. Louis in 1894 and re-elected in May, 1896,
at Danville, Ill. There is no state officer who can peoint to such a
showing as him or who has been so instrumental in the materiat
progress of the order. I'or the great Irish day at the World’s
Ifair he was secretary of arrangements, as also of the new Irish
movement which resulted in the formation of the Irish National
Alliance, and he received and cared for several thousand delegates
with absolutely no hitch in any of the details. IIe was one of the
pioneers of the Irish Employment Bureau and takes great interest
in its working.

Mr. Keating is a member of the Independent Order of Foresters,
in which he has held office; of the Catholic Foresters since 1886;
was district ranger of St. Cecilia’s Court in 1888, and was vice presi-
dent of the United Irish Society for a couple of terms in 1894 and
1895..
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In political views he is a Democrat and was active in his
party and an attendant of all ward organizations until the gang
rule of 1894 estranged him.

He was married, October 25th, 1877, to Margaret Frances
Stampe, a native of County Cork, and their umnion has resulted
in seven children, Kate, Nell, Madge, Dominick, May, Anna and
Esther.

Mr. Keating is a Roman Cathelic, and in addition to his sev-
eral friendly societies, is an active member of the Columbus Club.

HARVEY B. HURD.

Harvey B. Hurd is so well known as one of Chicago’s most dis-
tinguished, most useful, and most highly esteemed citizens, that
it may seem almost supererogatory to republish the record of his
life. At the same time such a record must be acceptable to many
who may not have had the opportunity of acquaintance with his
early struggles, although fully conversant with his success and
achievements. A

Harvey'B. Hurd was born February 14th, 1828, in the town of
Huntington, Fairfield County, Conn. His father, Alonson Hurd,
was a member of the notable Hurd family of New England, who
are of English descent, and many of whom have distinguished
records not only in New England but throughout the United
States. On his mother’s side he was of Irish and Dutch extraction
and unquestionably the union of the warm and impulsive blood
of Erin with that of sturdy England and the Puritans in a large
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measure aecounted for his future brilliant career. When only
fourteen years of age, on May 1st, 1842, Harvey started out on
foot for Bridgeport, carrying the whole of his personal property
in a pocket handkerchief and armed only with the meager educa-
tion obtained from the district school near his father’s farm, which
he had attended during the winter months. What he did possess,
however, for his capital were grit, perseverance, and good princi-
ples, and employment was quickly found as an apprentiee in the
office of the old Bridgeport Standard. In that position he re-
mained for about two years, ever attentive to his business and at
the same time losing no opportunity of gaining knowledge and
advancing his education. Towards the close of 1844, having with
several other young men come to Illinois, he entered Jubilee Col-
lege, in Peoria County, but on aceount of somne misunderstanding
between himself and the president of the college, he only stayed
about a year, when he left and went to Peoria with the object of
finding employment, either at printing or any honest work. Un-
successful in his efforts, he decided to eome to Chicago, and made
the journey in one of the old baggage stages, arriving January
Tth, 1846. A place was obtained in the office of the Ilvening Jour-
nal, and later with the Prairie Farmer, in the meantime taking
every opportunity of reading law, and in the fall of 1847 en-
tering the law office of Calvin De Wolf, where he made sueh
rapid progress that the following year he was admitted to the bar.

His first law partner was Carlos Haven, afterwards State’s
Attorney, and he later assoeiated himself with Henry Snapp, who
afterwards represented the Joliet distriet in Congress. From 1850
to 1854 he was associated with Andrew J. Brown, and from 1860
to 1868 with Hon. Henry Booth. In the latter year Mr. Hurd re-
tired from active practice. For some time he had devoted special
attention to real estate enterprises, and the firm of Brown & Hurd
had considerable transaetions in that direetion, especially in the
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village of Evanston. Mr. Hurd was indeed among the first to
build in that place, and was the first president of the Village
Board. He commenced building his present residence in 1854, and
while then looked on as quite a mansion, it still holds its own
among the most handsome residences in that charming suburb.

In the commercial prosperity of Chicago Mr. Ilurd has always
taken the greatest interest, and more especially in its sanitary
advancement and development. He is duly credited with being
the father of the new drainage system, by which the sewage of
the city instead of being discharged into Lake Michigan, the souree
of water supply, is to be carried into the Illinois River by means
of a capacious channel across what is known as the Chicago divide.
While Mr. Hurd was not the first to suggest such a channel, he is
the originator of the plan of erecting a municipality distinct from
the City of Chicago, and to him is eertainly due the eredit of hav-
ing put the project into such praetieal shape as to insure its sue-
cess. The undertaking is now in a fair way to be aceomplished,
and when it is, will unquestionably be regarded as among the
most important achievements of the age.

Mr. Hurd was the author of the “Hurd bill” introduced in the
Legislature of 1886, and did muech to promote its passage at the
session. These efforts were the means of a legislative comnmission
being appointed to further investigate the subject and take action
in its behalf, and the bill reported by that commission and passed
in 1887, though differing in some respects from the original “ITurd
bill,” was the same in all important particulars, and was supported
before the Legislature by Mr. Hurd and his friends.

Mr. Hurd was the chief factor in the organization of the dis-
trict and the adoption of the act of the people, al‘ld it was passed
by an almost nnanimous vote at the November election in the year
1887. He has not ceased to devote his energies to the success of
the plan in the broad seale he originally designed. In 1862 Mr.
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Hurd accepted the position of lecturer in the Law Department of
the University of Chicago, which he filled most acceptably until
compelled by his various other duties to relinquish the work. In
1874 he was again elected to a chair in the Law Sechool, which had
become the Union College of Law. This was a thoroughly con-
genial position to Mr. Hurd, and in his academic work he mani-
fests the same invaluable traits that characterized his professional
and publie life, imparting to his classes a thorough understanding
of prineciples, as well as systematic and methodiecal habits. In 1869
Mr. Hurd was appointed, by Governor Paliner, one of three com-
missioners to revise and rewrite the general statutes of the State
of Ilinois. Both his colleagues soon had to withdraw, leaving
him the bulk of the work, which he completed five years later,
and the final chapters of which were adopted by the Twenty-eighth
(General Assembly, which adjourned April, 1874. That body ap-
pointed Mr. Hurd to edit and supervise the publication of the re-
vision, which he accomplished the following September to the
entire satisfaction of the people of the State. 'The success of the
work was immediate, and Mr. Hurd has since been ealled upon
to edit nine subsequent editions, cach of which has been com-
mended by the most eminent jurists.

Mr. Hurd’s love of liberty and deep sense of justice made him
a most zealous abolitionist, and he took an active part in the stir-
ring events that took place in Chieago before and after the repeal
of the Missouri compromise and the passage of the Kansas and
Nebraska bill.  When emigration societies were formed in the
free States to promote settlement of free soil settlers, and a Na-
tional Kansas Committee was organized at the historic Buffalo
Cenvention to protect these settlers, Mr. Hurd was made secretary
of the committee and of its executive committee, which was com-
posed of General J. D. Webster, George W. Dole, and himself, with
headquarters at Chicago. ITe had for his assistant ITorace White,
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afterwards editor of the Chicago Tribune. It is a matter of his-
tory that by his management of the contest on the part of the North
and at last by the liberal shipment of sceds to Kansas in the spring
of 1856, and other energetic measures, Mr. Hurd was instrumental
in retaining the free soil settlers in Kansas, who finally outnum-
bered and prevailed over the pro-slavery element.

When chairman of the law reform committee of the Illinois
State Bar Association, in 1889, he brought forward a recommen-
dation in favor of a change in the laws of descent and wills, so as
to limit the amount one may take by descent or will, and which
has attracted considerable attention, its object being to break up
the large cstates by distributing the same among a greater num-
ber of kinsmen. He was also at the head of the commission ap-
pointed to investigate as to the desirability of introducing the
Torrens system of registration in the State of Illinois.

Since that time he has not allowed his name to be used in
connection with any official position, having no aspiration towards
further honors that might come to him through politics, far pre-
ferring the comparatively quiet life of a retired lawyer with its
creater leisure for indulgence in literary tastes. He has inter-
ested himself in a number of charitable and philanthropic move-
ments, among which may be mentioned the Children’s Aid Society
of Chicago, and the Conference of Charities of Illinois, an organi- .
zation composed of all charitable societies and of both of which
he is president.

Mr. Hurd was married May, 1853, to Miss Cornelia A. Hilliard,
danghter of the late Captain James Hilliard of Middletown,; Conn.,
who bore him three children—Eda, now Mrs. George S. Lord; Nel-
lie, now Mrs. Johin A. Comstock; and Hettie, who died in 1S84.
Fhis lady died in 1856G; and November 1st, 1860, lie married Saral,
widow of the late George Collins—she died January, 1890. In July,






144 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE

dentistry. In order to support himself during his studies, he
worked during the day, first in a law office, and then as book-
keeper in a wholesale general store at St. Paul, reading law at
nights.

He demonstrated the possession of business abilities of the
very highest order, utilizing his slender capital to such good pur-
pose that before he was twenty-one he had cleared over $13,000 in
real estate deals.

Wihile in St. Paul, Dr. Conroy was a member of G Company,
Ilibernia Rifles, and on removal to Chicago joined, and is a very
active member of the Seventl: Regiment. Since his first coming
to this country he has also been associated with the Ancient Order
of Ilibernians.

FREMONT HILL.

That a young man while still in the early thirties should have
been able to display sueh marked abilities as to obtain a foremost
place among the leading engineers of such a eity as Chicago—
the capital of the Western world—speaks beyond fear of question
to 1he possession of great and unusual business faculties and abil-
ities. Partner with Louis Enricht, the choice of the Republican
party for county surveyor, the firm of Iill & Envicht are trans-
acting an enormous business and has since it was formed five years
ago, carried out work of such description as to entitle it to a posi-
tion second to none in the West.

Fremont Hill was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 10th, 1863.
1lis father, Alfred Hill, who was born in Marietta, Ohio, and
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died in 1881, was well known as the largest econtractor in that
state. Starting out without means or other advantages, he at-
tained a foremost position. The mother of the subject of this
sketeh, Martha J. (Wainwright) Hill, was born in Philadelphia,
Penn,, of Irish descent. The grandfather of Mr. 11ill was a mem-
ber of the first party to eross the Alleghany Mountains and settle
in the Northwest Territory, where the Hill family are largely rep-
resented. Ilis maternal grandfather established the first great
academy west of the Alleghany Mountains. Up to the age of
eighteen, young I1ill attended the publie schools, graduating with
honors in 1881 from the INughes School of Cineinnati, Ohio. The
profession of engineering had been early decided upon, and in the
interim between examination and Commeneement day yonng I1ill
eagerly embraced an opportunity of practically entering upon his
chosen work. He had pursued a eourse of praetical engineering
at school, and was offered a flattering position on the Cincinnati
Northern Railroad, then under eonstruction. Ile was desirous of
knowing his profession thoroughly, however, and by his own re-
quest was appointed an axeman under Division Engineer George
Dorr. This piece of work lasted until the following February, and
while his late sechool eompanions were enjoying the honors and
applause of Commencement, he was making steady progress in the
field of practical work. The IIughes School has since forwarded
him a special diploma. Ie went through all the steps, becoming
chainman, levelman, and transitman before ten months had
passed.

This short period sufficed for him to give evidence of such abil-
ity that the moment the work was completed he was appointed
cne of the division engineers of the New Orleans & North ISastern
Railroad. 1In this position he was engaged dn the construction
of the great bridge across the Pontehartrain swamp, the longest

piece of trestle constrnction in the world, being twenty-two and a
8
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half miles in length. The work was difficult in the extreme, and
when it was finished the young engineer, not yet twenty-one years
of age, was broken down by the frightful fevers-eaught among the
swamps.

For the winter he returned to Cineinnati, and in the spring fol-
lowing went to the republic of Mexico to work on the Moun-
tain division of the Tampico branch of the Mexican Central R. R.
Yellow fever broke out among the engineers and workmen, and
although Mr. Hill was anxious to reorganize a force and continue
the work, the railroad people decided to abandon it for the time
being. His next field of work was in I'lorida, where he laid out
several towns. Soon after this he went to Colorado, having been
appointed Assistant Inspector General of Surveys for the South-
western distriet of the United States. At the end of his term of
service in this position, Mr. Hill purchased a saw mill property in
Colorado. lle has many and exciting adventures to relate of this
time, and is perhaps the only man in the world who ever saw an
avalanche at elose range from its birth to its destruetive end, and
is yet living to tell the tale.

Leavihg Colorado he went to California, having been called
to San Francisco to consider propositions to undertake important
work on the Panama Canal. Although flattering offers were made
to him, he preferred to remain in the United States, and aecepted
the position of locating engineer on the Chesapeake & Ohio R. R,,
soon after being made division engineer on the same work. His
work at this time, the completion in less than six months of twelve
miles of exceedingly difficult railroad building along the south
bank of the Ohio River, in Kentucky, and many months before any
other section of the road was finished, marks his great energy and
ability. Under Captain Stack he was later assistant locating en-
gineer on the Ohio and Northwestern R. R.

Being in Cincinnati in 1886, the confidence reposed in his good
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judgment and executive ability is indicated by the fact that dur-
ing the terrible riots there, Mr. Hill was placed in command of a
battery defending the jail, and for a week protected that institu-
tion, the objective point of the rioters, although the adjoining
court house was meantime burned to the ground.

The gas fields at Findlay, Ohio, attracted his attention next—
this was in 1887—and his investments and work in that territory
were financially successful. Being desirous, however, of active
work in his profession, it was not surprising to find him abandon-
ing the speculative for the active field. Chicago had been long
locked upon by him as the best ficld for his energetic abilities, and
accepting the position of track enginecer of the Santa Fe R. R., he
yemained in that position until the completion of the road. e
was then appointed by Mayor Roche, Assistant City Engineer, hav-
ing in his charge the south division of the city. At the close of
his term he opened offices in Chicago, and has continued up to the
present in business here.

Foreseeing the rapid growth of the suburban towns of the city,
he paid particular attention to the engineering nceds of these eom-
munities, and the waterworks, sewers and streets of some of the
loveliest of Chicago’s suburbs are his handiwork. Among others
may be mentioned: West Auburn; Maywood, with thirty miles
of water pipe; West Pullman; Wilmette, twenty-six miles water
pipe and twenty-six miles sewer, costing $400,000; La Grange, and
Grossdale,

Soon after the spring clection of 1896, it was generally under-
stood that there would be important ehanges in the personnel of
the engineering corps in charge of the work of counstructing the
Drainage Canal. It has been persistently said that, from the time
these changes were first mooted up to the present, the suecessor to
the present chief engineer would be Mr. I'remont Iill, of the firm
of Hill & Enricht, engincers in this city.
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The Drainage Canal ranks among the greatest and most im-
portant engineering enterprises known to modern eivilization. In
addition to the material diffieulties and problems to be met and
overcome, others, due to the political, finaneial and loeal condi-
tions under whieh the work must be carried on, make it a matter
of prime importanee that the ehief enginecer should not only be
thoroughly eompetent from the technieal point of view, but should
possess great exeeutive ability and a perfeet eomprehension of the
peculiar faetors entering into the task lie undertakes. Yhoever
is chosen must be intensely praetieal, a hater of all desultory meth-
ods, and with determination to complete the eanal at the mini-
mum expenditure of money. Those who are best acquainted with
Mr. IIill say that he fulfills all these requirements, and possesses
every necessary qualification in a most eminent degree, referring
to his record in support of their eontention.

Early in 1893 Mr. IIill married Miss Edith M. Hoover, daugh-
ter of J. W. Brubeker, Esq., of Laneaster, Penn., and lives in a
charming home in the Village of La Grange, whieh his aective work-
ing has so greatly lielped to beautify. He has two brothers, both
older, of whom the elder, Alfred, is a retired lawyer and eapitalist
in Cineinnati, and the other, Frank K, is Lieutenant in the U. 8.
Navy, being now stationed on the U. 8. Cruiser New York.

Mr. Hill is a fine speeimen of young American manhood. IHe
stands over six feet in height, and is in the pink of physieal per-
fection. Mis personality is a very winning one, and his manners
invariably eourteous, but at the same time frank and open; even
to make his acquaintance is to be anxious to seeure him for a
friend. Ilis praetieal work in the field has been supplemented
by eareful study, and le is so thoroughly equipped in his profes-
sion that during the past few months he has been in serious cor-
respondenee with the authorities of the Russian Empire in regard
to undertaking the diffieult mountain work on the Trans-Siberian
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R. R, the construection of ecanal and irrigation works, and general
engineering development of that country. The inducements, how-
ever, will need to be very strong, for he prefers to remain in the
United States, and confidently expeets to win as great and lasting
a renown here as could be gained abroad. His sueccess in business
he considers due to the faet that, while he demands a fair price,
he never does any but first elass work, and Mr. Hill can certainly
point to many aehievements in support of the latter contention.

MATTHEW J. CORCORAN.

Matthew J. Coreoran is another of this city’s young Irish Amer-
icans who deserves mention in this record. Born on October 13th,
1865, at Mountmellick, Queens County, Ireland, his parents were
Matthew and Margaret (Bowe) Coreoran, both of whom are still
living in the old homestead, the birthplace of the subject of this
sketeh, Matthew Corcoran is by occupation a farmer, and in addi-
tion to the farm he rents he owns considerable real property in
Mountmellick. The family has always been enthusiastically Trish.
The grandfather of Matthew J. was a member of the United Irish-
n'\en, and the company of which hie was eaptain stood all prepared
for the summons to join Robert Bmmet, and which never being
given, the company had to be disbanded.

Matthew J. Coreoran received his eduecation in ‘the national
school at Mountmellick, Queens County, Ireland. Ilis schooling
over, for four years he served at the dry goods business in the store
of John MeMahon, who, at the time, was chairman of the Mount-
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mellick Town Commissioners. He then went to Dublin and be-
came @ salesman with the well known firm of general merchants,
Pim Brothers, on South Great George’s Street, where he remained
for three years. Returning to his home in Mountmelliek on a visit,
he was offered and aeeepted the superintendency of Mr. McMa-
hon’s growing business. Iere he remained until 1886, when his
ambition led him to follow the example of many of his country-
men by eoming to the United States, where from the first he has
been eminently suceessful. ’

e received the appointment of Deputy Sheriff in 1894 under
Sheriff James H. Gilbert on the recommendation of Judge Frank
Baker, of the Cireuit Court, and was reappointed by Sherift James
Pease to the position, in whieh he eontinues at the present writing.

Mr. Coreoran has, from a youth, been elosely identified with
Irish affairs, and before he left Ireland was a member and secre-
tary of a loeal braneh of the Land League as well as a member of
the National Leagne. At the present time he belongs to Division
12, Aneient Order of Hibernians, and for two terms held the posi-
tion of reeording seeretary. Ile is eonneeted with the Charles J.
Kickham Literary and Social Club, with the St. Anne’s Catholic
Total Abstinence Society, belongs to the Royal League, and also
to the Irish-Ameriean Lyeenm,

A Roman Catholie in his religious views, he is in polities a Dem-
ocrat, and at the present thme secretary of the Fourth Ward Dem-
ocratic Club and also a member of the Cook County Demoeracy.
six feet two

In personal appearance Mr. Coreoran is very tall
inches

and rather slim. Wlhen a boy, football and ericket were
his great pleasures, and now he is a firm believer in bieyeling. For
total abstinenee there is to-day 1o more thorough advoeate in Chi-
cago, and Mr. Corcoran has oftentimes given it as his heartfelt
opinion, that those of the Irish race would be the greatest people
on the face of God’s green earth if more temperance was exercised
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cashier and head book-keeper, a position he holds at the present
time, _

Mr. Henely was married, in 1869, to Miss Anastasi Conway,
danghter of Robert Conway, of Dubnque, Iowa. The latter was a
cousin of General Thomas Maher, of the Irish Brigade, and he himn-
self was a member of that famous organization and greatly distin-
gnished himself during the war. They have had ten children, of
whom nine are living.

In his political views he is a Democrat with strong silver ideas,
while in religion he is a Roman Catholic, and a regunlar attendant
of St. James Chureh. Since his youth all Irish affairs have pos-
sessed for him the greatest interest. He was a member of the
famous Land League Movement, is a member of the Irish National
Society, and also the Ancient Order of Iibernians, of which he is
Past State President and at present President of Cook County.

ITe is a man of genial disposition and kindly nature, who, by
the most sterling qnalities of liead and heart, has earned the respect
and regard of a very large cirele of friends.

JAMES AUSTIN HOGAN.

No work aiming to record the worthy deeds of the American
Irish in Chicago would be complete were honorable mention want-
ing of James Austin Hogan. He was born in this city on the
north side Deeember 2d, 1852, his parents being Martin and Mar-
garet (Wall) ITogan, both of whom were natives of County Tipper-
ary, Ireland. They had left the old home for the New World in
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1847, making a short stay in the City of New York, and then mov-
ing to Chiecago, where Martin Hogan assisted in the building of the
1linois & Michigan Canal and later was a boatman on it until
1877, in which year he died, having made hundreds of friends and
being very deeply regretted. A worthy man and a good citizen,
highly respected in the eommunity, he was at the same time a
strong Irish patriot, and ever willing to do what was in his power
for the canse. Ilis wife followed him to the grave in 1885.

The snbject of this sketeh attended the parish schools of his
district and later spent twelve months at Bryant & Stratton’s
Business College, where he remained until he was eighteen years
of age. Then he went to work for his father as steersman on the
canal boat, retaining this position for one season, when he came
under the notice of Mr. John W. MeGinniss, then secretary of the
Illinois Stone Co., for which concern Mr. ITogan was at the time
hanling stone. Mr. MeGinniss offered the young man a position
in his office if he conld keep books, and the young man, full of faith
in his own abilities, was given charge of the books of this company
on August 2d, 1871. As the years have passed on he has from time
te time received promotion and has filled the positions of secre-
tary, treasuver, and finally that of general manager, the responsi-
ble oftice which he now holds. The Ilinois Stone Co. is the old-
est of its kind in the country, having been organized in 1852, and
its volnme of business being the next to the largest of any in this
city. The company’s quarries are situated at Lemont, and the
chief business is done in dimension and rubble stone, which have
been supplied for a large number of the prominent public and
private buildings of Chicago.

Mr. Hogan from his youth up has taken a lively interest in
Republican politics, and has for many years represented his ward
——the Sixth—at all City, County, and State Conventions, having
been a County Central Committeeman since 1888, In the spring
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of 1895 the estimation in whieh he was held by his party was shown
by his election as South Town Collector.

Mr. Hogan is a member of the Royal Arcanum, the order of
United Workmen, the Independent Order of Foresters, the Knights
of Pythias, and in all of his lodges has filled every chair. He is
also a member of the Columbus and Sheridan Clubs, as well as
the Builders and Traders Exehange; in the latter he has held the
office of vice-president, treasnrer, and is at the present president
and delegate-at-large.

In his religious views he is a Roman Catholie and belongs to
the congregation of St. Bridget’s Church. Mr. Hogan was married
to Frances L. Hendry, a Buffalo lady of Irish descent on her moth-
er’s side, in November, 1872, and they have had five children, two
daughters and three boys. Both Mr. Hogan and his amiable wife
are very social in their dispositions, and are never happier than
when dispensing hospitality in their charming home at 2919
Haines Street.

Mr. Hogan is generous and liberal in all worthy matters of
charity which are brought to his attention, and like his father
before him, is also at all times a friend of his kinsmen across the
seas, and takes a lively interest in all affairs affecting the land of
his forefathers or those of Irish blood in this eity.

Tireless activity and unwavering energy are the leading ehar-
acteristies of those men who have mainly eontributed to Chicago’s
present prominence among the great eities of the world. As a
1'u1e, too, these founders of our city have been self-nade men, and
their lives have served as stimulating influences to those who have
followed, and in this eonunection this brief sketeh of the eareer of
James Austin 1Jogan, a truly representative American Irishman,
is full of example and good precept.
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P. H. RICE.

Among the men foremost in this city as identified with Western
industrial enterprises, those who have become known far and wide
by reason of the magnitude of their operations and the vast extent
of their trade connections, none is there whose personality is of a
more interesting character or whose career has been more impres-
sive or beneficial as an object lesson to the community at large
than the subject of the present sketch, Mr. I’. H. Rice, the well
known arbitrator of the Chieago Brewers’ Association.

11e was born September 9th, 1847, in County Wexford, Ireland,
his parents being William and Mary (Furlong) Rice. William Rice
belonged to a family that had for a long time been famous in the
malting and distilling business in Ireland, and coming to the
United States in 1850, he settled down at Belvidere, 111, entering
the employ of Lawrence Maloney & Co., who was at that time
the proprietor of the largest distilling plant in the country. Later,
wheu the plant was moved to Elgin, I1l.,, Mr. Rice accompanied it,
and for many years was one of its most trusted and responsible
officers. He died in 1886, and his wife, the mother of P. T1. Rice,
followed him in 1896.

The subject of this sketch attended the publie schools of Elgin,
from which he graduated at the age of fourteen. Kmployment
was then secured by him in a store at Elgin, and there lie re-
mained for three years, when his good sense recognizing that edu-
cation was the key to lionest commercial suecess and that he had
not been so well supplied in that partienlar as he ought to be, he
entered the College of Notre Dame, passing through the commer-
cial course and graduating at the end of two years. In 1866 Mr.
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Rice came to Chicago and entered the employ of I'. E. Rigby, a
wholesale and retail dealer in paints, wall paper, ete., in the ea-
pacity of salesman and manager.

IFrom his early youth Mr. Rice had been around the malt house
and distillery in whiech his father was interested, and the latfer
instrueted his son in the rudiments of the trade and gave him
an opportunity of seeing its praetical working. Strict frugality
having enabled the young man to save some money, in 1868 he
purchased a malt house at Elgin, and in conneetion with his father
operated the same. This was really the foundation of the business
which was later to make the name of P. H. Rice famous in con-
nection with the malting and distilling interests of the West, an
irdustry the magnitude of which, in a very large degree, is due
to Mr. Rice’s ability, energy and indefatigability.

The first business experience of the subject of the present sketeh
had an infelicitous termination. Remaining in the employ of the
Mr. Rigby before mentioned until immediately preceding the fire,
he bought the latter’s interest in the business and when that event
in the history of Chicago happened he was burnt oat, losing $25,-
000. This loss probably proved the foundation of his fortune. In
the fire all the malt houses in the city had been destroyed, and
Mr. Rice, quick and resoureeful, saw the opportnnity to make
money by developing that industry, and quickly grasped the occa-
sion. During his few years of residence in Chicago, he had been
successful in establishing a good eredit, and now consequently
he was in a position to borrow whatever money he needed to take
up the malting business on an extensive seale.

The distillery at the corner of Kinzie and Seymour Streets,
Chicago, was purchased by him in 1875, and this he enlarged and
improved in many important particulars. As an illustration of
his standing in the finaneial world of this city, it may be recorded
that during the panic of 1893 his plant was the only one in the
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United States which eontinued to run to its full capaeity, and in
regard to eommercial rating, P. II. Riee is given as high as any
individual in this eity.

In addition to other large brewing and distilling interests in
Chicago, Mr. Rice has also established and is at present operating
the largest malting plant in the world. "This is at West Chicago
on the Belt Line and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. P’aul Railroad,
its eapacity being two million bushels per annum. Reeently, in
assoeiation with his brother, T. J. Rice, he purehased the plant
of the Star Brewery, which they have thoroughly reconstructed
and enlarged until it has become the model brewery of Chicago
and with a capaeity of three hundred thousand barrels per annum
both in storage and refrigeration. The produet, too, is noted both
for its purity and for its health restoring qualities, and the malt
extraets are famous throughout the world.

Mr. Riee is a director of the Fort Dearborn National Bank, a
prominent member of the Board of Trade, and one of the largest
grain buyers in his line on the floor. The reputation in which he
is held among his business associates was evidenced in his ehoice
as arbitrator for the Chicago Brewers’ Association. Ile is the
owner of large eattle interests in the West, and also of eonsid-
erable and very valuable city property, and in speaking of the
latter it is said he possesses such a predilection for eorner prop-
erties that he now possesses more improved street corners in Chi-
cago than any other individual. He was also one of the organ-
izers and the first president of the Lake Street L, which he brought
men from New York to develop.

Mr. Rice was united in marriage in 1878 to Miss Mary J. Walsh,
the daughter of a prominent North Side eitizen and furniture man-
ufacturer, aud they have a family of five boys and oune girl. The
eldest son, William P., has already developed a remarkable apt-
ness in the line of eleetricity, and when only twelve years of age
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made his own batteries and wired Mr. Rice’s house with electric
wires. The boy’s disposition, however, was too studious for the
good of his health, and his father therefore thought it advisable
to remove him from school and place him at the military academy
at Orchard Lake, Mich., so that he might be given better oppor-
tunities to develop physically. Mr. and Mrs. Rice have traveled
extensively throughout the United States, and are both of the im-
pression that one’s own eountry should be known thoroughly be-
fore any thought given to foreign travel. Mr. Rice is a devout
Roman Catholic and is a member of the congregation of St. James
Church. Formerly he was one of the strongest pillars of St. Mal-
achy’s Parish, and by his financial aid and endorsement greatly
assisted the Rev. Thomas P. Hodnett in the erection of his present
handsome church. While his leisure moments are few and far
between, yet still he finds time to attend the meetings of, and is
an old and valued member of the Sheridan, the Columbus and
the Commercial Clubs. Public spirited and benevolent, he has at
all times shown himself a practical sympathizer with the charita-
ble work of Chicago, as well as being ready at all times to assist
with his purse and influence his kinsmen across the seas. He was
one of the original subscribers to the Catholic colonization scheme,
fermulated by Bishop O’Connor of Omaha, Archbishop Ireland,
and a number of leading Catholic laymen, and was also mainly
instrumental in the locating of Feehanville, for which he secured
the site and gave four years to superintending its building up
and placing the town on a sound financial footing. When the
terrible Johnstown, Pa., disaster roused the whole United States
to pity, his feelings found a substantial outcome, for he quickly
had a train load of flour dispatched to the scene.

Up to the last presidential campaign, Mr. Rice had been an
unflinching Democrat, but, as he expresses it, “At the last elec-
tion all good business men knew upon which side their bread was
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buttered, and cast their votes for sound money.” His political
sagacity was evineed by his prophecy regarding the secretaryship
of the United States treasury, for on the day following the clee-
tion he informed Mr. Lyman J. Gage in a conversation, that he
felt convinced that the position would be offered to him. He now
proudly calls himself the “Original Gage man.”

Mr. Riee has a beautiful and luxurious home at 3312 Wabash
Avenue, where he and his charming wife are happiest wlhen enter-
taining their many friends. The personal appearance and char-
acteristics of Mr. Rice are such as one would expect to prove suc-
cessful in the battle of life. His clear cut features, his speaking
cyes, his nervous energy and quick grasp of affairs are typieal of
that Western enterprise that has made Chicago the great metrop-
olis it is to-day. Pleasing in his address, courteous and kindly in
his disposition, the possessor of an immense fund of humor and
an abundance of genial good nature, he is a charming companion,
and his sturdy honesty and fidelity to his prineiples make him at
the same time an ideal friend.

This record of a career that has been so strong and forceful,
so active and honorable, is necessarily brief, but it is full of useful
lesson and strong in ineentive. By his own energy and labor Mr.
Rice has succeeded in achieving a high position, and what he has
accomplished is due entirely to his ambitious nature, his patient
endeavor, and his unwearying application. Systematic methods,
prompt and deecisive aection under all eircumstances, good judg-
ment and taet united to a high sense of honesty, and an absolute
fidelity in every undertaking have, when in such combination,
placed Mr. Rice in his present position and given him a reputation
of which any man might be proud, the distinction of being a truly
worthy citizen and a thoroughly representative Chicagoan.
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PAT RICHK, #bs CARK e

A truly representative American Irish Chieagoan is the sub-
ject of the present sketeh. Modest and unassuming, courteous,
genial, kindly and generous, but withal a man absolutely fearless
in the diseharge of the responsible duties entrusted to him or in
the carrying out of whatsoever he may consider to be the right,
Mr. Patriek J. Cahill is one of whom even’ ecasual aequaintanees
always speak in terms of esteem and regard, and his friends
with very manifest affeetion.

Born in Ireland in 1843, he was brought to this country three
years later by his parents, who settled in Springfield, Il1l. Haying
received an ordinary edueation, he was at fourteen years of age
bound apprentice to the printer’s trade, and in 1860 he eame to
Chicago and found employment on the Chieago Tribune until 1878.
In the latter year, on the recommendation of the Hon. Joseph
Medill, he was appointed Deputy Sheriff, and four years later was
promoted to be Deputy in eharge of the eivil courts, a position in
which be still remains. His post is one of great responsibility, for
undér his charge the sixty deputies in the courts of the ecounty
earry out their duties.

Previous to the assembling of the Republican National Nom-
inating Conventions of 1880-84 and 1888 the sheriff of this county
was requested to detail a large force of deputies to assist in pre-
serving order. That official detailed one hundred officers and in-
strueted P. J. Cahill to take eharge of them. Mr. Cahill assumed
personal charge of the press arrangements in the Republican Na-
tional Convention in 1888. He received unstinted praise from
newspaper correspondents for the manner in whieh lhie performed
the duties assigned to him. One of the Eastern newspapers, com-
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menting on the work of the Convention, published this item: ¢“If
the newspaper correspondents had their way, P. J. Cahill would be
clected President of the United States, for he was the ome man
that looked after their comforts” At the execution of the an-
archists, November 12, 1887, Sheriff Matson put the entire force
of deputies in charge of Deputy Sheriff Cahill, and instructed that
official to make all the nceessary arrangements for the exccution.
Joe Howard, special correspon(ient of the New York World, says
of Cahill: “He was the man for the place; with rare tact and
judgment he attended to every detail and left nothing undone.”
The Chicago Tribune, in writing of his work, says of him: “Ife
is a man of finc executive abilities, and in the handling of large
numbers of men he brings those talents into full play.”

In all the large land league meetings that were held in this
city Mr. Cahill was assigned to take charge of the halls and to
manage the necessary details.

Mr. Cahill has been prominent in all matters affecting the good
of his native land, and most generous in his contributions towards
every fund started in its aid. He is a member of several Irish
societies and also of a number of fraternal organizations, but is
particularly prominent in the Catholic Order of Foresters, of which
indeed, with the IHon. John F. Scanlan and others, he was in this
city one of the founders. This was in the summer of 1883, and
late in the fall of 1884 Mr. Cahill was elected Chief Ranger of the
Western Reserve Court No. 19, and held the office for two years and
a half. January 30th, 1886, he became a member of the Iigh
Court Board of Directors, on which he remained until June, 1892,
being for the whole of that period a member of the finance com-
mittee, and for the greater portion of the time the chairman. In
the organization of that Order’s great parades Mr. Cahill has at
all times taken a foremost position, and on its leading occasions

bas been Grand Marshal, among which may be mentioned the
9
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funeral of the late Dr. Cronin, who for a considerable period had
been a member of the High Court Board of Trustees; and in the
great ecivie demonstration commemorating the four hundredth an-
niversary of the discovery of America. In the last named, Mr.
Calill was selected chairman of the executive committee and rep-
sentatives of the various Catholic organizations met together on
the tirst Sunday in September, 1892, and elected him Grand Mar-
shal of the Catholic Grand Division, thirty thousand persons being
assigned a place under his command. At the conclusion of the
demonstration, General Stockton, on behalf of the directors of the
Columbian Exhibition, presented Mr. Cahill with a handsome
badge in testimony of his services. When the Eighth Annual Ses-
sion was held in Milwaukee he was the unanimous choice for re-
election to the office of High Chief Ranger. He also took an active
part in the establishment of the “Catholic Home,” and held consid-
erable stock in the corporation when it was the organ of the Cath-
olic Order of Foresters. For services furthering the advancement
of that Order, he was the recipient at the Eleventh Annual Ses-
sion of a very handsome suitably inseribed watch and chain, a tes-
timonial ordered by the Ninth Annual Session at the close of his
term of office, and towards which his personal friends had united
in raising several hundred dollars.

DANIEL DELANEY.

Daniel Delaney, one of the best known and most popular Irish
Americans in the City of Chicago, was born on Christmas Day,
1833, in the parish of Upperwoods, Queens County, Ireland. His
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father, Dennis Delaney, a native of the same place, was by occupa-
tion a farmer. He died in that parish August 19th, 1848, at the age
of forty-six, as also his wife, formerly Mary Vanston, who died
about 1881. They had eight children, of whom the subjeet of this
sketch was the eldest.

Daniel Delaney obtained his edueation in the national sehools
of Ireland until he was fourteen years of age, when, his father
dying, he went to work on the farm until 1851, when an unele of
his starting for America, the young man, determined to try his
fortunes at the other side of the Atlantie, aceompanied him. Lo-
cating in Cincinnati, he found employment as a elerk with a whole-
sale liquor firm until Mareh, 1864, when he came to Chieago. Ilis
first work in this city was with Messrs. MeQuaid & Smith, and he
continued with that firm until 1866, when he formed a partner-
ship with James Walsh. This lasted, iowever, but a short time,
and three months later he found employment with Cleary & In-
right, with whom he remained until 1871. I1Ie next went to Keeley
& Kerwin, until 1879, when he started in business on his own ac-
count, taking premises on Market Street, near Randolph, and later
removed to Kinzie Street. Here he continued until 1888, in which
year he formed a partnership with M. W, Murphy, under the firm
name of Delaney & Murphy. The business of the firin, transacted
with every attention to detail and with due consideration to the
comforts and requirements of its clients, has prospered exceedingly,
and now twenty-five men are employed, of whom nine are in eon-
stant work, covering the States of Illinois, Indiana, Michigan and
and Minnestoa, and also with considerable trade all over the North-
west territory.

Mr. Delaney was married, July 21st, 1858, to Kate Quinn, a na-
tive of New York State. They have eight children, of whom Kate
is married to M. J. Shinnars, of Chicago; Mary, to H. G. Clark, of
Chicago; Dennis is farming in Dupage County; Joseph, in the em-
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ploy of his uncle in South Chicago; Annie, the wife of E. J. Hayes,
of Chicago; William, employed as salesman with Delaney & Mur-
phy, and Vesta and Henry, who are still at sehdol.

Mr. Delaney is a Democrat in politics, and a member of the
Roman Catholic Church. He belongs to the sodality of the Jesuit
Chureh, and is the oldest member now in this country. He is also
a member of the Columbus Club.

JAMES JOSEPH KELLY.

James Joseph Kelly, one of the leading coal merchants of the
City of Chicago, was born Mareh 23d, 1856, in St. John’s, New-
foundland. Of his parents, Michael J. and Mary (Dwyer) Kelly,
the father was a native of Kilkenny, Ireland, who came to New-
foundland in 1846 and took up the business of outfitting ships
engaged in the whaling and sealing trade. He resided at the latter
place until 1869, when he moved to Chicago, and at the time of
his death—in 1882—was a man who had won the entire respect of
all who knew him. His wife was a native of St. John’s, Newfound-
land, and was the daughter of John Dwyer, who was a very promi-
nent farmer of that section of the country.

James Joseph Kelly attended school in St. John’s until he was
twelve years old, when with his parents he removed to Chicago,
and soon after his arrival secured a position with the dry goods
house of Ross & Gossage, with whom he remained one year, leav-
ing to enter the employ of the Rockford, Rock Island & St. Louis
Railroad as clerk in their general office. 'With this company his
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stay was also of short duration, for twelve months after he retired
to go into the coal business, in which he was to achieve at once
suecess and fortune.

The employ of the Star Coal Company of Chicago was entered
as clerk in 1871, and here he remained until 1877, in that time
obtaining a very good insight into the business. His next employ-
ment was with the coal firm of Beard, Hickox & Company, in
which he held the position of manager. This in 1882 he resigned
to aceept the responsible position of traveling sales-agent for the
Northwest for the Consolidated Coal Company of St. Louis, with
headquarters in Chicago.

Thoroughly satisfied in 1884 that he was fully acquainted with
every necessary detail of the coal trade, and as by habitual fru-
gality he had managed to save some money and had a reputation
in the trade absolutely beyond reproach, he determined to start
in business for himself. Remarkable suceess followed his efforts,
and in 1888 the 1. J. Kelly Coal Company was organized, of which
he was elected and still is the president and general manager.
A large general business is done in the wholesaling and retailing
of coal, and the eompany also controls the output of several large
mines in Illinois and Ohio, and at the same time is general North-
west sales-agent for the Taylorville Coal Company of Taylorville, Il

Though the heavy duties of his position give him but few spare
moments, Mr. Kelly still finds time to belong to a number of
clubs. He is a valued member of the Sheridan and Columbus
Clubs, and is also attached to the Knights of Columbus and the
Royal Arcanum. He has traveled extensively. In religious mat-
ters Mr. Kelly is a Roman Catholic and a member of the congrega-
tion of St. Bernard’s Church, at Englewood, while in political mat-
ters he has always been a Demoerat.

Mr. Kelly was united in marriage in 1880 to Emily G. Doyle,
of Chicago. They have had six children, of whom, however, there
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are but four living. At their beautiful home on Sixty-seventh
Street his charming wife and himself delight to dispense hospi-
tality with a lavish hand.

This brief record tells but imperfectly the history of one of
the most popular and best known coal men in the West. Mr.
James J. Kelly, by his untiring energy and natural abilities, by
throwing into whatever he unndertook his own individuality, has
been suecessful in building up a most prosperous and successful
business. In twenty-five years of a commereial career, he has
never made an enemy, and to his hundreds of friends is always
affectionately spoken of as “Jim Kelly.”

JOHN DOMINICK CASEY.

John Dominiek Casey, lawyer, was born in Chieago, August
4th, 1864. TTe was the son of Thomas P. Casey, who left his native
Galway, Ireland, and settled in Philadelphia, Pa., in 1840. A
move was made to Chieago in 1852, and here he worked at his trade
—-that of a earpenter—until the breaking out of the Rebellion,

when he enlisted as a soldier and served to the end of the war.

Thomas P. Casey returned to Chicago at the close of the war,
and having married Catherine Bern, a native of County Roscom-
mon, engaged in the business of a building eontractor. The Stett-
hauer Block, at the eorner of Franklin and Madison Streets—one
of the notable buildings following Chicago’s great fire—was erect-
ed by him. His death took place in 1893.

John D. Casey aequired his eduecation at the Christian Broth-
ers’ School on Morgan Street and at the Harrison Street public
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school, later taking a eommereial course of three years at the St.
Ignatius College. At the age of seventeen he entered the employ
of the Chicago, Burlington & Quiney Railroad Co., as book-keeper
in the cashier’s department, remaining there for five years. Then,
having resigned, he began to study law in the office of Judge
Thomas E. Whiteside. Here be remained one year and left to take
a two years’ course in the Union College of Law, from whieh le
graduated and secured a license to practice. Immediately he en-
tered the law office of Murphy & Cummings, where be remained
two years, studying hard and gaining mueh good experience in
general practice. Deecenmber, 1895, he formed a partnership with
John W. Bantz, a lawyer of twenty-five years’ standing in Fulton
County, 111., and together they opened their present office in the
Stoek Exchange Building, under the firm name of Bantz & Casey.

Mr. Casey has a large general practice, representing in the
capacity of attorney a number of big corporations, and having in
1897 had his abilities further recognized by his appointment as
Master in Chaneery. He also acts as private attoruey for Con-
gressman Hon. William Lorimer. In politieal matters he has
always taken the liveliest interest, and believes that sneh is the
duty of all good citizens. He is one of the most active members
of the Nineteenth Ward—that in which he was born; was a dele-
cate to the last State Convention at Springfield, and ean always
be relied upon to speak whenever his services are required.

Mr. Casey assisted, in 1894, to organize the Women’s Catholic
Order of Foresters, and this Order—for which he is attorney—has
now a membership list of over eight thousand. Ile is also a warm
advoeate of the Hull House, for which he organized, and was for
two years the president of the Young Men’s Club, and was instru-
mental in proecuring for it a fine library and gymnasium, and in
otherwise bringing it to its present flonrishing condition.

In his religious views he is a Roman Catholic and a member of
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the congregation of the Jesuit Church. Yet a young man, by his
cnergy and supervior abilities Mr. Casey has succeeded in pushing
himself forward in the world, and his genial and thoroughly conr-
teous manner has made of every client a friend.

JOHN CUDAHY.

If to be the founder of one’s own fortune, to face seemingly
insuperable difficulties, and by untiring perseverance make a
name known and respected all over the civilized world, be tc¢ hold
an honored record, then indeed John Cudahy and his brother,
Michael (whose sketch appears elsewhere in this volume), are well
worthy of a proud place in the roll of Irish Americans who have
helped to make Chicago the grand ecity it is to-day. - '

With Chicago’s wonderful growth the fortunes of the Cudahy
brothers have proportionately advanced, and now they are num-
bered among the millionaires of this great city, and with pardon-
able pride can point back to their careers of honest work, noble
endeavor, and grand achievement.

Callan, County Limerick, Ireland, was the birthplace of John
Cudahy, as well as of his brother Michael. He was born Novem-
ber 2d, 1843, the son of Patrick and Elizabeth (Shaw) Cudahy. His
father was a native of Callan, while his mother’s people were orig-
inally from Dublin, and removing to Callan, established there pot-
tery works. His parents, recognizing the diffieulties of bringing
up and giving fair opportunity to a young family in Ireland, de-
cided to seck the broader opportunities of the boundless West, and
started for the United States in 1849. A short stay was made in
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the East and then the family removed to Milwaukee, Wis., in the
publie sehools of whiech eity, working occasionally between times,
young Cudahy received his eduecation. He was between fourteen
and fifteen years of age when a place was found for him in the
packing house of Ed Roddis, in whose employ he remained until
about nineteen years of age, when he went to work for John Plank-
inton (afterwards Plankinton & Armour), remaining in this posi-
tion for one and one-half years.

When twenty-one years of age he went into the nursery busi-
ness as foreman with Mr. Thomas Grynne, of Milwaukee, dealing-
in fruit and ornamental {trees, ete, and remained there three
years. At the end of this time he made a proposition to purchase
the properties under terms, the acceptance of which gives ample
evidence of the high estimation in which he was held, not only by
his former employer but by his neighbors in general, while at the
same time it well illustrates his own self-reliance and confidence
in his success. The nursery, its stoek, wagons, liorses, ete., he was
able to secure by paying a small sum down, and after eontinuing
the business for three years was in a position to elear off the whole
indebtedness and in addition made considerable money. This, his
first successful business effort, gave him further confidence, and
with varying fortune, but with success far overbalancing the fail-
ures, his career has continued.

Ile decided to return to the packing business, and was given
employment by Layton & Co., packers, for the three following
vears. Ilis attention to his employers’ interests produced ties of
friendship whiech time has only further strengthened, and Mr.
Cudahy is at all times ready to express his grateful appreciation
of the kindness shown him by Mr. Layton. While employed by
that firm he was appointed Board of Trade Provision Inspector
for the City of Milwankee, and afterwards was foreman and Board
of Trade Inspector for Van Kirk & MeGeough, oceupying the joint
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positions for over two years. In the spring of 1875 he had saved
sufficient money to purchase an interest in John Plankinton’s pack-
ing business, but later, deciding he needed greater scope, and
thirongh the intercession of his brother Michael, between whom
“and Mr. Plankinton there has always existed strong ties of friend-
ship, he obtained a release from the contract and in July of the
saiue year removed to Chicago, at once going into partnership with
L. D. Chapin, under the firm name of Chapin & Co., packers, which
it remained for two years, when the name was changed to Chapin
& Cudahy. The partnership continued altogether about five years,
wlhen Mr. Chapin withdrew, and since that time Mr. Cudahy has
continued the Chicago business alone, but is also in partnership
with his broether Patrick, forming the firm of Cudahy Bros., pack-
ers, Milwaukee, who became suecessors to the business of Joln
Plankinton, who retired.

Possessing a host of friends amongst the most prominent of
Chicago’s citizens, and many respectful admirers amongst the
poorer classes, to whom he is ever a ready and willing friend, that
which has been said of him by one of Chicago’s most prominent
citizens brings the man clearly before us:

“Quiek and shrewd to detect a fraud or sham, he is prompt and
outspoken in his condemnation; yet he is always genuine, sincere
and thoughtful of his friends. As a business man he is bright and
clear in judgment, quick in his perception, prompt and unlesi-
tating in action. The fact of his having accumulated so handsome
if not so vast a fortune, and while yet in the prime of life, is ample
evidence of the correetness of his general business methods and
characteristies. At his home, where the furnishings and appoint-
ments are luxurious and betoken much taste and mature judgment,
his wife presides and aids her husband in dispensing a hospitality,
open-hearted and whole-souled on his part, and truly graceful and
generous on hers.”
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Mr. Cndahy has been twice married—October 1st, 1873, to Miss
Mary Nolin, of Bridgeport, Conn., the issue of this marriage being
four girls, two of whom are deceased.

e afterwards married Miss Margaret F. O’Neill, daughter of
Mr. John O’Neill, a prominent citizen and one of Chieago’s oldest
settlers, who died some years ago. Of this marriage two children
have been the issne, only one of whom, John R., is living.

Prominent in soeial affairs, he is a member of the Washington,
the Union League, and the Chicago Clubs.

He contributes Iargely to all publie enterprises for the in-
provement and advaneement of the eity and the ecommunity at
large, and than his wife’s and his own list of charities, probably
no private individual in the City of Chicago can show more frequent
or more generous contributions, whether it be to the advanecement
of religion, for the benefit of the poor, or for the thousand and one
charitable enterprises which are fostered by the ehureh of which
he is a member. But neither his generosity nor his eharity is by
any means confined to those of his own faith, for every good and
commendable effort to aid the needing finds in him generous sup-
port and good praetical sympathy.

1le has a summer home on Mackinae Island, whieh is beauti-
fully situated, and, like his home in the eity, a eenter of hospi-
tality for all friends who may happen to be on the island during
the season.

In personal "appearance the Cudahy brothers are all splendid
specimens of physical manhood, large, well-proportioned, hand-
some men, and to the family rule John Cudahy is no exception. A
typical Irishman of the better elass, he is a valuable citizen of this
city and State, a useful and influential member of soeiety, a. man
who is esteemed and respected not only by a large eirele of friends,
but by the community at large, a pride to his native land, and an
henor to his ehosen eountry.
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DANIEL P. CAHILL.

Secretary Daniel P. Cahill, of the Chicago postoffice, was born
in “K” Square, Curragh Camp, Kildare, Ireland, January 27th,
1863. His father, Daniel Cahill, was an official of forty years’ con-
tinuous service in the civil and military establishments of the
British Empire. When a boy he had run away from bome and
enlisted in H. M. Eighty-sixth Regiment, then stationed at Dublin.
He served through the Chartist Insurrection in England and took
part in the many battles that followed the breaking out of the
Indian mutiny. Like William Cobbett, he educated himself on the
drum head and acquired an excellent knowledge of the Hindus-
tanee dialects. He rose to be Color Sergeant of his company and
was a friend and associate of the celebrated Captain Butler, who
was killed by the Russians at the first siege of Kars.

The mother of Secretary Cahill is a native of Lancashire, Eng-
land, and is descended from the Brutons of Tipperary, Ireland, who
for two hundred years held the office of steward to the Barons of
Pennecfeather. The original Bruton was a Somersetshire farmer,
who served in the army of Oliver Cromwell and was rewarded for
his services by a grant of land in Tipperary. The tradition has it
that Major Bruton’s intercourse with his Irish neighbors was more
friendly than usual on account of the part he had taken in pre-
venting the sack of a convent by the Cromwellian soldiery. What-
ever Anglo-Saxon blood there may have been in the veins of the
Brutons, the Cahills certainly had none. The name is of Celtic
origin and was originally spelled “Calal,” or “Cathail.”

One of Mangan’s poems recites the doings of a certain Cahal-
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Mor of the Wine Red Hand, who had a Dolphin for a crest and who
was descended from a Formorian fisherman. .

After the Treaty of Limerick the ancestor of all the Cahills of
the King’s and Queen’s Counties betook himself with as little noise
as possible to the Queen’s County, where he came to be called “Old
John Cahill of Coolnabaca.” He was a sturdy veteran of the Civil
Wars, whom much fighting had made conservative, and that he
transmitted this tendency to his descendants is shown by the fact,
that during the stormy eighteenth century the family managed to
retain unimpaired its religion and lands. In the nineteenth cen-
tury, however, this inherited conservativeness disappeared and
the Reverend Doctor Cahill arose to take an active part in the
battle which Ireland waged for civil and religious liberty.

Next to the “great Doctor,” as his countrymen used to eall him,
the most distingnished man of the family was the Reverend Doc-
tor William Cahill, Viear-General of Kildare and Leighlin. The
excitement of war had a fascination for those Cahills whose tend-
encies were not religious. The story is told of three sons of Ed-
ward Cahill of Stradbally, who ran off secretly and joined the Bo-
“livian army of Independence and were never heard of more. An-
other brother emigrated to the United States in the 30’s and sacri-
ficed a son to the caunse of the Union at the first battle of Bull Run.

Seeretary Cahill spent the first twelve years of his life in the
British Army and received his early education in the National and
Military Schools of Dublin. In 1875, the elder Cahill perceiving
no fnture for his family in Ireland, resigned his position in the-
Barrack Department and emigrated to Canada, settling in Toronto
in 1876. His son, Daniel P. Cahill, after a course at the Collegiate
Institute of that city, became interested in a manufacturing in-
dustry.

When hardly of age, he assisted in organizing the first branch
of the Land League ever formed in Canada, and was snccessively
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Seeretary and President of one of the Toronto branches of the
League. He came into rather unfriendly contact with the Loyal-
ist authorities of Toronto by reason of a very clear and decisive
letter which he wrote to the Mayor, declining an invitation tend-
ered to the League to take part in a procession in honor of Queen
Victoria’s Jubilee. Mutual good will was not strengthened by Mr.
Cahill’s connection with the reception of William ’Brien, M. P.,
on the ocecasion of his visit to Toronto in 1885 or 1886, to denounce
Governor-General Landsdowne for harsh treatment of his Irish
tenants. While protecting William O’Brien from the furious as-
saults of the Orange mob on Bay Street, in Toronto, Mr. Cahill
was attacked and badly injured. On the question of taking part or
not taking part in the Queen’s Jubilee procession, Mr. Cahill was
clected a member of the Toronto separate school board and dur-
ing his term of service he succeeded in establishing night schools
for the Italian residents of that city, which were productive of
much good. He led the agitation for voting by ballot at school elec-
tions and was defeated at the ensuing election.

He was one of the charter members of the Young Men’s Liberal
Club, of Toronto; an organization which has spread its branches -
all over Canada and during the recent elections helped materially
to bring about the triumph of the Hon. Wilfred Laurier. Mr. Ca-
hill was active and prominent in the fiery debates which distin-
guished the proceedings of the club, and was considered one of the
most forcible and effective debaters in the organization. His news-
-paper career began on the “Irish Canadian,” a Toronto journal
now merged in the “Catholic Register.” He always had a predilec-
tion for newspaper work, and Patrick Boyle the kindly old editor
of the “Canadian,” encouraged this bent. In 1890 Mr. Cahill came
to Chicago, attracted like most young men of the Dominion by the
greater opportunities of the Republie, as well as by its freer po-
litical and religious atmosphere.
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e found his first newspaper employment on the “Chicago
Morning News,” now the “Record.” That new journalistie condi-
tions bothered the newcomer not a little he is willing to confess.
A big “scoop,” however, in connection with a labor strike gave
the management of the paper some idea of the stuff of which the
new reporter was made and his rise thereafter was comparatively
casy. In 1892 he was given charge of the political and municipal
reporting of the “Record,” and held the place until appointed See-
retary to the postoffice by Postmaster Washington Hesing, Janu-
ary 1st, 1894.

During his newspaper career he doggedly fought municipal
and political corruption wherever it showed its head and rendered
material service to the community on many an occasion about
which the community, owing to the conditiouns of newspaper work,
is blissfully ignorant.

As a newspaper writer, Mr. Cahill was distinguished by the
accuracy and breadth of his reports, as well as by the use of terse
and forcible English.

In his three years’ service at the postoffice, Mr. Cahill has become
thoroughly conversant with the details of postoffice matters. 1Te
edits the Bulletin, writes the reports, and has entire charge of the
Bureau of Correspondence. Of a very practical turn of mind, he
has suggested many valuable changes and improvements in the
working system of the postoffice.

While not a member of any society, he yet realizes the value
of organized effort, though for want of leisure has not been able
to avail himself of such advantages. He is a hard reader and a
diligent student. He is a member of the Press Club of Chicago,
an ardent devotee of the bicycle and a good long distance rider.

The political reporter often enough has no pronounced feeling
for one or other of the political parties, and Mr. Cahill is no excep-
tion to the rule. He has strong and pronounced opinions on politi-
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cal questions, but he does not find his opinions represented to any
extent by existing parties, and he has therefore refrained from at-
taching himself to either.

Mr. Cahill was married in 1887 to Mary Starr, of Ottawa, Can-
ada. His family consists of three boys and one girl. He possesses
strong individuality and great force of character, and is notably
frank and outspoken. He is a quiet looking man with the appear-
ance of a student. An ardent American in sentiment, he is devoted
to the institutions and welfare of his adopted country.

REV. P. J. MULDOON.

Than the subject of the present sketch, now pastor of the con-
gregation of the Chureh of St. Charles Borromeo, but who for many
years was Chancellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago, there is no
priest in Chicago to-day more highly esteemed or held in truer af-
fection by the people under his charge. Noble natured, kindly, gen-
erous and entirely unselfish in all ways, Father Muldoon is a trne
type of the Irish priest, on all occasions a friend to those in need,
but an unswerving upholder of his religion and the rights of the
church. '

Rev. P. J. Muldoon was born Oectober 10, 1863, at Columbia,
Tuolumne County, California, his parents, John J. and Catherine
(Coughlin) Muldoon, being natives respectively of County Cavan
and County Galway, Ireland. The father, who was by trade a con-
tractor, had left Ireland when a young man and settled at Stock-
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ton, California, and it was in the public schools of that city that
the subject of the present sketch obtained his early edueation. At
fourteen he entered upon the collegiate course (classical and comn-
mereial) at St. Mary’s, Kentucky, and four years later began the
two years’ philosophical eourse at St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore,
Md., completing his studies with a four years’ theological eonrse in
the same institution.

Iis ordination to the priesthood took place December 18th,
1886, in Brooklyn, New York, by Bishop Loughlin, and his first ap-
pointment was to St. Pius Church, Chicago, where he remained
for eighteen months. He was appointed in November, 1888 Chan-
cellor of the Archdiocese of Chicago and Secretary of his Grace the
Archbishop, and this very responsible office he held until Novem-
ber, 1895, when he was appointed pastor of St. Charles Borromeds’s
Church, sitnated at Twelfth and Cypress Streets, where le now re-
mains, endeared to his floek by multitudinons instances of self-
sacrificing devotion to the requirements, religions and otherwise,
of all its members.

To his arduous duties as Secretary and Chancellor of the Arch-
diocese, Father Muldoon added, during the Columbian Exposition,
the secretaryship of the Chicago Catholic edncational exhibit. He
is a member of the Catholic Order of TForesters and is
the direetor of the St. Vincent de Paul Society of the Archdiocese.
Regarding his political views, he votes independently of all party
organizations, believing that the gunalifications of the man are in-
finitely higher requisites than mere political associations.

Charming in manner, dignified in appearance, tall and eom-
manding in figure, yet withal absolutely nunassnming, Father Mul-
doon possesses a rich fund of information upon all timely topies
and a fund of humor which is a delight to the thonsands of his
friends thronghout Chicago, who in him recognize that best type of

the ecclesiastie, the loving, kindly friend who can sorrow with them
10



190 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE

as well as rejoice, and who faithfully and earnestly is endeavoring
to carry out God’s work in the world, armed with that happy eheeri-
ness which is the strongest power in dissipating the miseries and
evil which are so universal.

’

JOHN J. COBURN.

John J. Coburu was born in that portion of Cook County where
the village of Clyde now stands. The history of the family to
which he belongs is an interesting one. IHenry Coburn, his father,
was born in 1824, in Creggan, County Wexford, Ireland, where
the so-called rebellion of 1798, in which many members of the
Coburn family took a very active part, had its origin. These Co-
burns of Creggan were direct descendants of General John Coburn,
who came over from England with Cromwell during that fateful
period of Irish history, in which the Protector bore so important
a part. Henry Coburn left his native land in 1848, and coming to
America located in Williamsbury in upper Canada, where he met
and married Elizabeth Chittick, a young lady whose birthplace was
Inniskillen, in Ireland, and the daughter of a gentleman farmer
there. The year following they came to Chicago and a little later
found a home on the Felker farm, situated in Dupage County,
IHinois. When the Felker farm was given up, Henry Coburn and
his wife removed to the township of Lyons, Cook County, where
Mr. Coburn still lives in the enjoyment of a vigorous old age and
happy in the recollections of a useful and profitably spent life.

John J. Coburn, the subject of this sketch, was born March
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14th, 1861, and received his education in the publie schools of the
town of Lyons and the high school of Englewood, taking a classical
course in the latter. His school-days at an end, from 1879 to 1881
he taught school in the school Louse he had as a boy attended,
and was later a member of the class of 1883 at the Union College
of Law, where Mr. William J. Bryan—the presidential candidate—
was one of his class mates. He did not wait to graduate in due
course with his class, but took the examination before the Supreme
Court, receiving a license to praetice in 1883. The practice of law
was then at onece commenced in this ecity, and his energy and
perseverance found good reward. His first clients were found
among his old neighbors, but gradually he was able to widen the
circle and his services became in very general demand. Ilis great-
est reputation was gained while acting as attorney for the prop-
erty owners in the condemnation suits, instituted by the com-
missioners of the great drainage canal, for the handling of which
cases he was given the highest commendation. Indeed, so many
suits did he win that the drainage commission was compelled for
self protection to retain him as special attorney. On May 1st,
1895, he entered into a partnership with Judge Lawrence M. Ennis,
of whom a sketch appears elsewhere in this volume, under the
firm name of Ennis & Coburn. [t is as a trial lawyer that Mr.
Coburn chiefly excels, for his logical, well arranged arguments are
possessed of most effective power. A ready speaker, he has a
splendid, knowledge of human nature, and where a jury is to be
dealt with, his success has become almost proverbial. Out of sev-
éral thousand cases, in fact, he claims only three have been lost
where the matter has gone to a jury. Consequently the further
claim is no matter for surprise that his firm possesses the
largest list of clients and has tlie representation as attorneys for
all the villages in the sonthwest suburbs of the city. Mr. Co-
burn’s .good professional success has been utilized by judicious
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investment and has brought him into the possession of considerable
property. d

Mr. Coburn was married, May day, 1891, to Annie M. Valentine,
and they have two children. Always a thorough Demoecrat, in
polities and political matters he has taken a very active interest.
Upon several oecasions he has been invited to aecept office, but
up to the present, such offers have been met with refusal, although
his friends are hopeful of their power to lead him into a publie
life.

There is no man in Chicago who possesses more friends or who
is held in higher honor or esteem for his good personal qualities
as well as high natural gifts than the eminent American Irishman,
John J. Coburn.

MICHAEL CUDAHY.

An Irishman by birth, born in the historieal old town of Cal-
lan, Connty Kilkenny, on Deecember 7th, 1841, every one of Irish
blood is familiar with the name of Michael Cudahy. He is among
the most prominent of many prominent Chicagoans who have been
the architeets of their own fortunes. By never failing energy, nn-
tiring perseverance, unswerving determination, the ecomplete mas-
tering of every detail in his business, he has won a place in the
first rank of the world’s great packers, as well as an honored posi-
tion among the citizens of this great city. A man of sterling worth,
inflexible integrity and quiet unassuming manner, he leaves upon
all who meet him the impress of his own character, revealing hy
every detail of his life the power of a noble manhood. His mother’s
family were originally from Dublin, but a removal had been made
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to Callan and a pottery established for the manufacture of crock-
ery. Patrick Cudahy, his father, a man who united thought with
action, recognizing the scanty opportunities a life in Ireland offered
and the broader field as well as the better opportunities for ad-
vancement to be found in the new world, if not for himself, for his
then growing family, decided to emigrate to Amerieca, and with
his wife, Elizabeth (Shaw) Cudahy, and his family, came to the
United States, in 1849, shortly afterwards loeating at Milwaukee,
Wis. Young Cudahy in this eity obtained his first insight into the
packing house and stoeck yard work, for even while attending
school and aequiring a simple education, it was necessary he
should do some work around the slaughter houses.

At fourteen he regularly entered the employ of Messrs. Layton
& Plankinton, packers, Milwaukee, and then at nineteen was given
a position with Ed Roddis, packer, also of Milwaukee. With the
latter he remained until the business was closed out in 1866, when
he started in for himself, but such advantageous offers were made
hins by Mr. Fred Layton, of Milwaukee, that he disposed of his
business and entered the employ of Layton & Co., as private meat
inspector, the position of meat inspector on the Milwaukee Board
of Trade being seeured for him at the same time. From Mr, Lay-
ton, Michael Cudahy received practical encouragement and every
assistance that close friendship could offer, and of the advantages
of this association Mr. Cudahy has always been duly sensible. e
was offered, in 1869, a position with Messrs. Plankinton & Armour,
Milwaukee, Wis,, to take charge of their packing house—at that
time a small frame building, and the whole plant, including ma-
chinery, not exceeding in value $35,000, but which has become one
of the largest packing establishments in the United States. So
successful was his management that, in 1873, Mr. P. D. Armour
proflfered him a partnership in the now celebrated firm of Armonr
& Co., of Chicago, the largest of its kind in existenee, and known
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throughont the civilized world. Thoroughly competent and with
sound practical knowledge of the business in all its branches and
details, Mr. Cudahy took control of the stock yard end of the enter-
prise, and for nearly seventeen years had practieally entire man-
agement.

When the eommittee was formed to solieit subscriptions from
the packers for the World’s Columbian Exposition, the estimation
in which Mr. Cudahy was held was showu by his appointment as
chairman.

e was married, in 1866, to Miss Catharine Sullivan, a daugh-
ter of Mr. John Sullivan, a farmer in comfortable cirenmstances
residing near Milwaukee, Wis. Their marriage has been blessed
with seven children, four danghters and three sons. The eldest
daunghter, Elizabeth, is the wife of Mr. Wm. P. Nelson, one of Chi-
cago’s successful business men. Mrs. Cudahy is a lady possessed
of many estimable qualities; she is most eharitable and her life
is devoted to her family, and to her good training and broad mind,
Iter children owe much of their educational advantages, as well as
their numerous accomplishments.

While in politics he belongs to the Democratie party, he is no
extremist, and irrespeetive of party will support the best available
man for the position.

1Te is a Roman Catholie, a faithful member and a liberal sup-
porter of that church. He is also thoronghly American in his feel-
ings, loving and honoring the many noble institutions of his adopt-
ed country.

Mr. Cudahy is the eldest of five brothers and one sister, Cath-
arine. The latter, who in 1883 had become a Sister of the Good
Shepherd, endowing the Order with a handsome sum of money,
died January 19th, 1892, at the House of the Good Shepherd, Mil-
waukee, Wis. TIler life had been consecrated to a noble cause, and
her untimely death was a source of deep sorrow to many hearts.



AMERICAN IRISH IN CHICAGO. 197

She was beloved by all those who knew her, either in the world as
Miss Cudahy, or in religion as Sister Stanislaus. William Cudahy
died at the age of thirty-seven. John and Patrick sneceeded John
Plankinton & Co., formerly Plankinton & Armour, of Milwaukee,
in their packing business, under the firm name of Cudahy Broth-
ers; the first named lives in Chicago and the latter in Milwaukee.
John Cudahy has been prominently identified with Chicago pack-
ing interests, and was formerly assoeiated with Mr. Chapin, as
Chapin & Cudahy, later trading in his own name. Edward A. is
a partner with Michael Cudahy, forming the eorporation of the
Cudahy Packing Co., Omaha, Nebraska, which, before the with-
drawal of Mr, P. D. Armour from the firm, was the Armour-Cndahy
’acking Co. Edward A. is well known in business eircles as an
unusually bright and energetie business man. He resides at
Omaha, where they have been located for cight years and have a
large and rapidly inecreasing packing and provision business. As
an idea of the extent of their interests, it may be stated that in
one year their distributing sales amounted to over $23,000,000,
and their pay-roll reached the sum of $1,000,000. Ifouses have
also been established in Sioux City and Los Angeles.

Mr. Cudahy withdrew from the firm of Armour & Co. in No-
vember, 1890. The assoeciation had been of a mutually profitable
character, and Mr. P. D. Armour said, in speaking of the separa-
tion: “Ile leaves me after a conneetion honorable throughout, de-
void of elash, rich, prosperous, and with an enviable reputation
in the business world.”

Mr. Cudahy is a man of exceedingly robust constitution and
‘fine physieal proportions; he is of a social disposition and takes
considerable interest in all manly sports; he is a lover of the fine
arts, and has the especial fondness for music so common to those
of Irish birth. He also possesses in no small degree the wit and
exuberanee of spirits whiell characterize his race; is a most genial
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companion, a pleasing conversationalist, and a warm and sincere
friend. Of prejudice he is absolutely devoid, and is not easily
swayed, for determination is among his chief characteristies. In
his dealings he is ever thorough and eautious and eonsequently
the judgment he forms is sound and sure. To all objects of a
worthy and benevolent character he is generous in his eontribu-
tions, and to befriend and plaee in positions young men worthy of
his support is to him a great souree of happiness; indeed, the num-
ber of those in this and other cities who owe their first start in
life to the kindly influence and the charitable disposition of Mr.
Michael Cudahy is very large.

MICHAEL H. MCGRATH, M. D.

Dr. Michael . McGrath, one of Chicago’s best known and emni-
nently successful physicians, is a native of Saratoga Springs, New
York State, where he was born January 5th, 1855. His father,
Michael, and mother, Margaret (Farrell) McGrath, were both na-
tives of Tipperary, Ireland, and in 1846 came to the United States
together. Tor several generations on both sides the family were
well-to-do Irish farmers and honored members of the yeomanry.
For some years Michael McGrath, who had had a good business
traiuing and held positions of trust and responsibility among the
nmerchants of Tipperary for some fifteen years previous to his eom-
ing to America, was engaged in the lumber business in Vermont,
but in 1858 he came to Illinois and settled on a farm near Lineoln.

The early years of the subject of this sketch were passed on the
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farm at Lincoln and among the forests and prairies of Tllinois amid
all the frequent hardships which attend pioneer life. Like most
boys of health and spirit, he passed through many escapades and
hair breadth escapes, and though of slight build, he still remembers
with some pride how he and his brother stood their ground with
the best in the various youthful amusements, engagements and
encounters. :

Realistic, however, though were the rougher phases of his early
life, yet as a eonsequence the boy imbibed a warm love of nature—
of the birds, the trees, the brooks and lakes—and its after effect
has been that the doctor possesses a strong taste and appreciation
for poetry and literature. Probably it was this tendency that in-
clined him towards a professional eareer, and as one brother, T, L.
MecGrath, chose political life and at time of his death in 1885 was
State Senator, and another brother, Rev. D. E. McGrath, selected
the church, Michael decided on adopting the medieal profession.

He was educated in the public schools until his eighteenth
year, when he went to. St. John’s College at Prairic du Chien,
Wis.,, and from there graduated with considerable honors in 1874.
Two years then were spent as a teacher in the publie schools of
Lincoln, and at the same time he commenced the study of medicine
at Rush Medical College, where he graduated in 1880. His first
active practice was at Independence, Towa, where he remained
three years, when he decided to remove to the larger field offered
by Chicago. The medical abilities of Dr. MeGrath have met with
decided appreciation and he has been enabled to establish a consid-
erable practice, especially along the lines of disease of the chest
and the diseases of women. A large portion of Lis success he at-
tributes to the fact that he has made a specialty of those branches
and has always refused to be bound to any special code of medical
ethics, believing that speeial and peculiar eircumstances are su-
perior to any rigidly laid dewn rules of practice.
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Dr. MeGrath is a Bryan Demoerat in his politieal views, and
would wish to have taken more aetive part in the work and coun-
sels of his party but for the exactions of his professional duties so
entirely engrossing his time. He has, however, found the time to
eontribute a number of valnable articles to the medical journals.

Dr. McGrath is a strong advocate of temperance and is now
President of St. Malachy’s Total Abstinence Union. As a phy-
sician he elaims that alcohol is neither useful nor necessary, and
neither prescribes it for his patients nor in any way enecourages its
use. He is a valued member .of a number of the medical societies
of Chicago and the West.

In 1890 Dr. McGrath was married to Agnes, daughter of Rich-
ard Ryan of Chicago, and they have twin boys born in 1894, and a
baby daughter. Domestic in tastes, he enjoys nothing more than
home and family, while at the same time he is of a most soeial and
genial disposition and possesses many warm friends who esteem
him for his numerous high qualities.

ALVAH LEWIS CREELMAN.

In fertility of resource, in praectical application of every scien-
tific foree, in inventive genius, America leads the world. There
appears to be something in the free air of our country that gives
the mind richer scope and inereases its natural faeulties. Chicago
and the great West have not failed to supply their due propor-

“tion to the large list of Ameriean inventors and the subject of the
present sketch has produeed several appliances whieh well entitle
liim to a place in the great and noble list.
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Alval 1. Creelman was born April 24th, 1853, at Monroe, in
Monroe County, Michigan. His father, Samuel, was born at Bally-
castle, Ireland, in 1808, and when only eight years old went to Que-
bee, removing then to the United States in 1818 and settling at
Monroe, Michigan. When young Creelman was an infant of twelve
months the family moved to Detroit, and here his boyhood was
spent. Samuel Creelman died on a farm in Ypsilanti in 1887. e
was married in 1842 at Monroe, Mich., to Clarissa J. Rhoades, who
is still living with her daughter in Chicago.

Mr. Creelman was educated in the publie schools of Ypsilanti,
taking the ordinary business course. Of an adventurous disposi-
tion, he was but thirteen when he decided to make a start in life
for himself, and finding employment as agent with the Wells-Fargo
Express Company he traveled for two years through the Rocky
Mountains. He then worked for a year with the Union Pacifie Rail-
road Company as operator and agent and then went south to
Selma, Ala., where he was given the position of private secretary
to W, L. Lanier, vice-president of the Alabama Central Railroad.
In this post of responsibility the fact that he remained for ten
years and until the road was sold, speaks sufficiently clearly as to
the faithful manner in which his duties were performed. He next
removed to Memphis, and found congenial employment with the
Western Union Telegraph Co. Eleetrical subjects had always been
to him of primary interest and he was able to carry on his experi-
ments. ITis work has borne good fruit; one result in the produc-
tion of a Circuit Protecting Sounder for the protection of railroad
train dispatchers being of sufficient importance to obtain ready
recognition by the Illinois Central Railroad, who have introduced
it along their entire system.

Mr. Creelman was married in 1873 to Miss Emma England, of
Saline, La., and there were born to them four children, three boys
and one girl.
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The political views of Mr. Creelman have always been those of
the Democratic party, whieh his father also favored. He has trav-
eled extensively, elaiming to know every principal city throughout
the Union. With a pleasant manner and a large fund of ideas,
Alvah L. Creelman is a very exeellent companion and a most eharm-
ing friend.

JOHN W. ENRIGHT.

There are many who have never met John V. Enright in person
or even had any business relations with him, who will take
pleasure in the following sketch and read it with interest, for the
reason that they have become acquainted with the man and with
his mental bents through his many admirable writings on religious,
social and philosophical questions.

Mr. Enright is a native of Dromeolloher, Connty Limerick, Ire-
Jand, and came to the United States with his parents and brothers
and sisters in 1850, settling at New Orleans. Ilis father, James
Enright, was also born in. County Limerick; he was a builder by
oceupation, and married Mary Woods, also a native of the same
eounty.

The primary edueation of John W. Enright was received in the
national schools of Ireland, and after coming to New Orleans he
was placed under private tutors and he made mathematies his
principal study. His first occupation after conecluding these studies
was as teacher in the public schools of New Orleans, that position
being very acceptably filled for five years, when he entered the

tedemptorist College of that eity, as professor in mathematies,

.
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and remained there for twelve months. While teacher in the
schools, he at the same time studied law in the office of Judge Col-
lens, the well known jurist and lawyer, and being a most apt and
promising law student, he would probably have followed that pro-
fession as his life work and achieved therein honor and success,
were it not for an offer of a lucrative character that came to him
and proved too strong a temptation for him to resist. It was from
the Freret Cotton Press, offering him a ‘place in their employ at
a salary of $2,500 a year, now a large sum for so young a man, but
even more so at that time—nearly thirty-five years ago. Mr. En-
right remained with the company for four years, and until the
breaking out of the war, which of course entirely paralyzed the cot-
ton business,

Then he came to ‘Chicago, and having accepted a position as
book-keeper in the wholesale liquor house of Schwab, McQuaid &
Smith, remained with that firm for two years, then entering into
business for himself in the same line under the firm name of Smith,
Cleary & Enright. This was in 1868, and the concern carried on
business successfully until the great fire of 1871, when they were
totally ‘burned out, the books as well as the stock being entirely
consumed. The firm, however, paid one hundred cents on the dol-
lar without even asking any extension, and rebuilding, started in,
and continued until January 1ist, 1890. In the latter year, Mr.
Enright was elected president of the Star Brewery, of Chieago, fill-
ing that position for one year, and afterwards the office of secretary
and treasurer for two years. At the close of 1892, Mr. Enright start-
ed in the distillery business, forming a eonnection with the Globe
Distilling Company, of Pekin, I1., and also acting as general agent
for the Sonoma Wine & Brandy Co., of California. With these two
connections Mr. Enright transacts a business of fully one million
dollars.a year.

Notwithstanding the aetivity of his business eareer and the
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ccnstant supervision required, Mr. Enright has found time to in-
terest himself somewhat in public matters appertaining to the ad-
vancement of his adopted eity and the community at large. He
was appointed a director of the Chicago Public Library by the
late Carter H. Harrison, in 1883, served five years, and during that
time he was twice elected president of the Board by the directors.
His connection with the Board ceased in 1888.

Mr. Enright was president and treasurer of the Irish American
Club, whiech is now unfortunately out of existence, and is at the
present time president of the Marquette Council of the Catholic
Benevolent Legion. Though always a staunch Roman Catholie, he
is a man of most broad and liberal views, conceding to all the right
of freedom of thought as well as freedom of speech. In his politi-
cal views he has at all times been a Demovrat. :

Mr. Enright was married November 30th, 1865, to Mary B.
Croghan, of Chicago, the daughter of Edward Croghan, an exten-
sive landed proprictor of County Roscommon, Ireland. They have
eight children living, five daughters and three sons, and one daugh-
ter died two years ago. Their son James P. acts as book-
keeper for his father, and another son, Walter J., is a member of
the Art Institute, where hie has made a good record. e has already
become a frequent contributor to current magazines. One of the
daughters has also demonstrated very similar abilities. She is a
teacher of drawing in one of the high schools of Chicago and has
attained great proficiency in that accomplishment. -

For mathematies Mr. Enright still retains his old taste, but
outside of his own business he is principally known as a writer for
various papers and publications. His reply to Ingersoll, entitled
“After Death,” which was publisheéd in the “Citizen” of October
6th, 1894, was masterly in character, aud though an article oceu-
pying little more than a column of space, contained in a small com-
pass as much pertinent thought as might be given in many volumes.
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THOMAS ALEXANDER SMYTH.

The subject of ‘this sketeh, if not exaetly of Chicago birth,
barely escaped ‘that fortune, for it was on the steamboat St. Jo-
seph, when journeying from Buffalo to Chicago, and in the Chi-
cago Harbor, half an hour before the landing stage was reached,
that Thomas Alexander Smyth first saw the light of day.

Neither high politieal preferment nor stupendous business suc-
cess are needed to make a life of pleasing interest to its réaders,
or of good and valuable instruction to one’s fellow men., T. A.
Smyth has worked along calmly but continuously. All that his
hand found to do, he did with the very utmost of his power, and
to-day he stands among the foremost Irish Americans of this great
city; no man in it better known, more highly respected, or more
truly honored.

He was born September 27, 1848; ‘his father, Michael K, Smyth,
and his mother, Bridget McDonald Smyth, were both from Ballina,
County Mayo, and of good Irish descent for several generations.
The business of Michael K. Smyth was that of importer of lumber
and tobacco; he was in very comfortable circumstances and the
owner of a number of vessels. In 1828, however, he sought a larger
field for action, and settling in Quebee, Canada, engaged in the
fur business. A few years later he moved to the United States and
took up the business of a wholesale grocer in Buffalo, New York.
In 1848 he started for Chieago, and on the journey, as was men-
tioned before, Thomas A. was born. Ile obtained a situation as
land agent to William B. Ogden, then largely interested in, and
later president of the Galena Air Line. The business abilities
Michael K. Smyth displayed obtained quick recognition, and he
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was appointed town clerk in 1850, and served for one year; but at
the same time aeting for Mr. Ogden. An active member of the
Volunteer Fire Department in 1853, the performanee of this pa-
triotic duty was the eause of his death. One winter night in a
temperature below zero, e was called to a fire, and with another
volunteer was caught by a falling gable. To save them from the
fire, they were deluged with water, and the after exposure produced
a severe cold whiell, in each case, terminated fatally.

Thomas A. Smyth reeeived his education in Chicago public
schools, and after passing through the grammar school immedi-
ately sought some occupation. Ile first entered the moulding trade,
but it was so disagreeable that he found it necessary to change to
that of a mason, in whiel lie continued until 1867. e then started
as a contractor on his own aeeount, and was very suecessful in
his venture. Thereafter he entered into business with his brother,
Jolin M, Smyth, the well known west side merehant, the firm that
is now known as the John M. Smyth Co. Here he remained until
1888, when he sold out his interest and engaged in real estate loans
and insurance business, in which he still remains. Snceess has
crowned his efforts, and his real estate investments have brought
him very material gains.

Mr. Smyth has always been true to the Democratie party, politi-
el appointment he has never sought, although strong efforts were
used to induce him to become a member of the City Council. 1lis
popularity was shown, however, on November 7, 1895, in lis elec-
tion as trustee for five years of the Sanitary District of Chiecago,
which is engaged in the stupendous undertaking of building the
Drainage Canal from Chicago to Joliet, in order to supply Chicago
with a perfect system of drainage and also with pure water. The
estimated cost of this great enterprise is about $35,000,000.

e was married August 27, 1879, at Boston, Massachusetts, to

Sarah ILilizabeth Usher, daughter of Thomas and Mary Usher.
11
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She was born in Englaund, of Irish parents, her father having
been a captain of police, both in IEngland and Ireland. There were
five children, Agnes, John, Sarah, Joseph and Thomas, all of whom
are living. Mrs. Smyth, who died February 4, 1894, was a tall
and graceful woman, of intellectual ideas and strong religious
temperament. She had endeared herself to an immense circle of
friends, and her loss was a terrible grief to her husband and their
children.

Thomas Smyth is an old member of the Knights of Pythias, and
also of the Ancient Order of Hibernians. He is also in the Royal
Arcanuin, and is president of his ward club.

JAMES C. DOOLEY.

James C. Dooley, the west side Justice of the Peace, was born
in Ireland, December, 1850, the youngest son of a family of eight
sons and one daughter. Concerning his parents, his father, Michael
Dooley, was a farmer in moderate circumstances, while his mother
was formerly Mary O’Connor.

James C. Dooley received his education partly in the national
schools in Ireland and partly in the public schools of Chicago,
afterwards taking a course in the Bryant & Stratton Business Col-
lege. He was sixteen years old when a neighbor of the family in
Ireland was setting off to America, and deeply though such a part-
ing was felt, he was permitted to go also. ILanding in New York
in 1866, his sole worldly wealth was fifty cents. The distance and
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lack of funds prevented him journeying to a brother in Wisconsin,
and forced him to immediately secure work. He found a position
as niessenger for the Western Union Telegraph Company. In
1867 he decided to come to Chieago and began to work for the
Western Union Telegraph Company in the department controlling
the shipment of telegraph poles and other construction supplies.
The superintendent of the department having discovered Mr.
Dooley’s abilities, left the matter of attending to the business of
the department entirely in his charge. So well was every duty
performed that the manager finally coneluded that he was amply
able for the place and consequently made him superintendent of
the departmment, Mr. Dooley’s great objeet in life at this time
was, however, to secure an edueation, and for that purpose he at-
tended the publie schools at night, and by saving mueh of what he
was able to earn also suceeeded in taking a night business eourse
in the college mentioned before. He left the employ of the West-
ern Union Telegraph Company and obtained a clerkship and the
position of Deputy Sheriff in the Sheriff’s office of Cook County,
in which he remained from 1872 to 1891. By unanimous recom-
mendation of the judges he was in 1891 appoiuted by Governor
I"ifer, and reappointed by Governor Altgeld, Justiee of the Peace
of the Town of West Chieago, with jurisdiction within Cook County.
This opportunity he utilized to the fullest purpose and eommenced
the study of law at the Chieago College of Law, and having eom-
pleted his course was examined in 18935 for admission to the bar
before the Appellate Court and the f{iculty of the Law School and
was suecessful.

A Demoerat in his political opinions, he has oftentimes been
called upon to aet as chairman of town conventions, and for six
Years was a member of the Demoeratic County Central Committee.
In 1892 he was a delegate to the Demoeratic National Convention,
Lield at Chieago, whieh resulted in the election of Grover Cleve-
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land. He was married October 10th, 1876, to Miss Bridget Me-
Carthy, a native of Chicago. They have seven children—Richard,
the cldest, a graduate of St. Patrick’s School, and now studying
law, has shown great promise as a public speaker; Lottie, a student
in the Chicago High School; Nellie, is a girl of twelve, who ex-
hibits considerable musical talent, having by herself acquired
knowledge of the piano and violin, and become quite proficient;
the others—James, Charles, Anna, and Genecvieve—are attending
the Sisters’ school.

Justice Dooley is a Catholic in his religious views, attending
Father Bonfield’s Church with his family. During his early life,
being of an exceedingly social disposition, there was scarcely an
Irish society of which he was not a member. He, however, did not
limit his attention to those societies appealing especially to Irish-
men, but was also connected with several others, particularly of
such as are of a benevolent nature.

PATRICK MILFORD HANNEY.

It has been said, and possibly with some foundation, that those
of the Irish race have succeeded in obtaining a considerable voice
in the government of every country to which a migration had been
made, with the exception of their own land. Irishmen hold high
rank in the armies of I'rance, Spain, Austria, Great Britain, and
other countries—the secretary of the Mexican Navy is an Irishman
—-and in the United States they are to be found with high rank
not only in the armzy and navy but also in commercial life, for seem-
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ingly the Irish eharacter possesses many of the essentials of suc-
cess as well as the peculiar qualification of never being satisfied
until the prineipal place in whatever is undertaken has been
achieved.

- The subject of this sketeh is an Irishman who, absolutely un-
privileged in the way of schooling advantages, none the less man-
aged to secure a good education, and when thrown, at a very early
age, upon the world, full of a strong will and steadfast in his pur-
pose, has sneceeded in making his name a power in the business
world. Mr. Patrick Milford Hanney, president of the Iazel Pure
IFood Co., and at the same time manager and buyer for the immense
grocery department of Siegel & Cooper, was born in County Leitrim,
Ireland, April 13th, 1860, his parents being Patrick and Patrica
(IFallon) Hanney, whose family were farmers in that section of the
country. Patrick Hanney died in 1876 and the mother of our sub-
ject is now living in this city.

His earcer has been an eminently adventurous one; at the age
of sixteen, Patrick M. Hanney took up a seafaring life, working
his way on a steamer. Arrived in India, he obtained employment
with the Hong-Kong and Indian Tmporting Company in the ca-
pacity of an errand boy, and from that position worked his way
up until, on reaching twenty-one, he was the general buyer for the
company, purchasing $1,500,000 worth of goods each year. He was
a splendid judge of values and trading appeared to eome to him as
a sort of second nature. Tlaving saved some money, lie determined
to see some more of the world, and was also ambitious to take up
the business of coffee growing. With this object in view, he sailed
for South America and began to speculate, buying coffee and ship-
ping it to New York and Chicago, but being insufliciently experi-
enced, the venture did not prove a profitable one.

Moving to New York he remained there two years, doing busi-
ness as a broker in foreign produets, and in 1886 located in Chi-
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cago, engaging in the jobbing and exporting business. Iis capital,
however, proved too limited, and a reported failure of the bank in
which it was known his funds were deposited, forced him out of
business, and left him in debt to the extent of $130,000. Sterling
in his honesty and a man of the strictest integrity, this heavy loss
Mr. Hanney set out vigoronsly to clear, and so nearly has this been
done that at the present writing—1897—there is no man in Chi-
cago’s commercial cireles higher rated or considered.

In 1890 it was brought to the notice of Mr. Hanney that Messrs.
Siegel & Cooper, whose store was then located at the corner of
Adams and Wabash Avenue, had found the grocery department
an unprofitable venture and were determined to close. He offered
to take a lease and to this the firin readily assented. The business
prospered execeedingly and became practically a gold mine, so mueh
so that when the firin moved to its new building, on State Street,
a different arrangement with Mr. Hanney was insisted on. He was
offered a certain percentage of the profits and afterwards a straight
salary of $8,500 a year, the latter of which he aceepted. At the
present time he is manager and buyer of the grocery department
and his great general knowledge of goods and merchandise has
«arried him into a very close and confidential relation with the
head of this immense firm, who remains in New York fo look after
the interests of the branch there. Mr. ITanney’s good judgment
and thoroughly aective superintendence have increased the sales of
his department in the last six years from $100,000 to $1,500,000 a
vear, and it must be remembered that this is in a department wlere
others, considered to be strong and experienced, have absolutely
failed.

I'rom Mr. Hanney’s first arrival in the United States he had
noticed that the food products of this eountry were so cheap and
so plentiful that it was possible to put up pure goods and ship
abroad at a cost far below what could be done by any other nation.
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Going to Washington, he endeavored, unsuccessfully, to organize
such a company, but his agitation of the subject produced good
fruit in the recent legislation in several of the States against im-
pure foods.

In 1890 he organized, promoted, and has been able to place
on a solid business foundation, the Hazel Pure Food Co., which is
now selling annually $6,000,000 worth of the pure food products.
One-half of the stock in the concern is owned by Siegel & Cooper,
and Mr. Hanney owns the balance, and is at the same time president
and general manager. In face of the enormous yearly sales, it is
unnecessary to state that the business has been a very great suc-
cess, or that Mr. Hanney’s faith in good and pure foods has been
amply justified.

ITe led to the altar, in 1888, Jessie M. Sinclair, of Aberdeen,
Scotland, a lady of many accomplishments. They have a family of
three children.

Like all Irishmen, Mr. Hanney possesses a strong predilection
for athleties of all descriptions, and is a member of the Chicago
Athletie Association,

In religious belief he is a Roman Catholic, and in politics iude-
pendent. Quite a traveler, he has visited every part of the world,
and every year the necessities of his business take him to Europe.
e is also an extensive reader, talking intelligently and interest-
ingly upon all topics of the day, and is at all times pleasant, cour-
teous, kindly, and generous, a gentleman of many friends and by
all held in the highest esteem and affection.
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JOSEPH JOHN DUFFY.

To be a self-made man in this western life of nnsparing vigor
and ceaseless aetivity is to demonstrate the possession of great
and unusual gifts. To be able to withstand sueceessfully the
mighty powers of eapitalists and by arduous labor, the utilization
of every physical and mental power, make the possessors of eap-
ital serve you, each on an equal platform, this it is to be notable
and deservedly proud. " The subjeet of this sketeh may well flatier
himself upon the opportunities he has made, the manner in which
lie has used and the reputation he has gained.

Joseph John Duffy was born in Chieago, August 20th, 1859.
11is father, John, and mother, Elizabeth (Canfield) Duffy, came to
this eity from Roscommon, Ireland, in 1840. John Duffy, senior,
beecame one of the most prominent eontraectors of Chieago in his
day. Young John Duffy attended school at St. Patriek’s and after-
wards at the seminary of our Lady of the Angels, at Niagara Falls.
After leaving school, young Duffy went into the general eontract-
ing business with his father for ten years, afterwards entering into
a partnership with his brother Michael. Many large contraets
with the City of Chieago were taken by him, among which may be
mentioned the Chicago Avenue and Halsted Street viaduet and the
Western Avenue and Kinzie Street viaduet. During the last fonr
or five years he has laid on an average between 200,000 and 300,000
yards of street paving.

In 1890 Mr. Joseph Duffy separated from his brother and since
that time has carried on the business alone. He is now engaged
on a very large contraet, the building of the North West line tun-
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John J. Ilennessy was born in 1855 at Buffalo, N. Y., where his
father, James, who was a native of Dungarvan, County Waterford,
Ireland, being born there about 1826, settled after arriving in this
country. This was in 1847, and after living for ten years in Bnffalo,
the latter moved to Cleveland in 1857 and died there in November,
1864. He had married, in 1854, Margaret Gorey, born in 1828, also
a native of Ireland, her birthplace being the parish of Thomastown,
County Kilkenny. She died March 30th, 1893, at the home of her
son in Chicago. They were the parents of six children, and of them
the subject of this sketch was the eldest and the only son. Of the
others three survive, and these are married and prosperous.

Fatherless at the age of nine, the grim master, necessity, pér-
mitted him but seant schooling. He seecnred employment at the
spring making trade and later obtained a situation in a rolling
mill. The hardships attendant npon this labor indueed an attack
of rhenmatism, which ineapacitated him for upwards of a year. On
recovering he removed to Chicago, at that time the Mecca of so
many of the bright and enterprising young men of the East. He
quickly secured a place as fireman on one of the river tug boats,
which, however, he was forced to resign, owing to his old enemy
rheumatism. Tis interest in religious matters had in the mean-
time secured him the aequaintance and friendship of the Rev. Fath-
er Dorney, through whose influence he obtained temporary employ-
ment as janitor of the parochial school. A year later he went to
werk for Mr. M. W. Ryan, who was then county clerk, and subse-
quently he superintended the taking of the school eensus in the
Town of Lake. July 1st, 1884, he was appointed to a position as
clerk in the office of Coroner Boydon, and in January following he
was made deputy collector for the Town of Lake under Chris Veh-
meyer. In the spring he was tendered the chief elerkship in the
office of Assessor Bartlett, but declined in order to accept a position



AMERICAN IRISH IN CHICAGO. 221

as confidential clerk to Thomas Byrne, now of the well known firm
of Gahan & Byrne. November Tth, 1885, he was appointed by S.
Corning Judd, then postmaster of Chicago, to the responsible posi-
tion of Superintendent in charge of the Stock Yards postoffice,
which position he filled with complete satisfaction to the depart-
ment, until he resigned, April 30th, 1889. In every office he had
held general satisfaction had been given and greater public favor
obtained; the Town of Lake testified its further appreciation by
clecting him Justice of the Peace, in April, 1889. Ile assumed the
onerous duties of that position in May of that year, and has sinece
retained it. On the annexation of the Town of Lake to Chicago, the
position became an appointive one, and in 1891 Mr. IHennessy was
one of five justices appointed for that district by Governor Fifer.
Iis term expired in 1895, and failing to get the recommendation
of the judges by a single vote, Governor Altgeld refused to appoint
a suceessor, and he therefore holds over. April 1st, 1891, he was
appointed Police Magistrate by Mayor Cregier, and has succeeded
himself in this office from term to term nnder appointment by May-
ors Washburne, Harrison, Hopkins and Swift. llis sound and prac-
tical administration of justice and preference of equity to mere
legal technicalities having beecome recognized, there is now no
more popular justice in Chicago. Mr. Hennessy’s duties are not
comprised in the necessities of court attention, but other business
in connection with his offices keeps his time very fully oceupied.

Judge Hennessy was married in Cleveland, Ohio, June 9th, 1886,
to Teresa ., daughter of Patrick Burke, long of that ecity. Their
home is now brightened with two sons, James J., born November
Sth, 1891, and William B., born August 7th, 1896.

In his politieal views, Judge Hennessy is and has always been
a Demoecrat, and in the affairs and general advaneement of his
party has a prominent and active part.
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John J. Hennessy is a member of Princeton Lodge, Knights of
Pythias, and Counecil No. 1020, Royal Arcanum, of which he is a
Past Regent. e is also in the Independent Order of Foresters
and holds the position of Past Chief Ranger of Court Union No. 41,

THOMAS KELLY.

Thomas Kelly, one of Chicago’s most esteemed ecitizens, who
in 1896 was honored by election to the responsible position of presi-
dent of the Drainage Board, is a native of Providence, Rhode Island,
where he was born Janunary 3d, 1843. His father, John Kelly, was
from County Kilkenny, Ireland, as was also his mother, Margaret
Kelly. John Kelly came to this country in 1832, first settling at
Providence, R. 1., where he obtained a situation as a printer with
the old house of Sprague & Co. In Providence he remained until
1845, when he came out with his family to Wisconsin, settling on
a farm there.

The education received by the subjeet of this sketch was not
of an extensive character, and consisted merely of an attendance
for three winters and two summers in the common schools of Wis-
consin. He was then takeu from school to fill the place on the farin
of his eldest brother, who had married. In 1861, when about eigh-
teen years of age, however, he decided to come to Chicago, and
found his first business experience in working for packing houses,
anmong whom may be mentioned Dixon & Hosmer, afterwards driv-
ing team for a short time for Brad. Pease, and then going on a farm
at Blue Island. After eighteen months on the latter, he was for a
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short time engaged by the Michigan Central Stock Yard Company,
and at the end of that engagement helped to build the Pan-Handle
track from Chicago to Crown Point, Ind., serving in various capaci-
ties. Later the young man accepted a position in a grocery store,
in which he remained from 1866 to 1876, when he was appointed
Superintendent of the Brighton Cotton Mills, and in that capacity
served until 1879, when he started in the contracting business and
followed the same till 1889.

Mr. Kelly had in 1882 been elected on the Board of Trustees
of the Town of Cicero, and in September, 1889, he was elected to
the City Council, and re-elected in 1890. In November, 1892, he
was elected a member of the Drainage Board, was re-elected for
five years November, 1895, and on December Sth, 1896, he was
elected president of the Board.

Mr. Kelly is president of the Brighton Club, a local organization,
near his home. In his religious views he is a Roman Catholic, and
in political views a Democrat, and has served on a number of com-
mittees and other work in connection with his party, to the cause
of which he has been a most liberal contributor.

Mr. Kelly was married on November 14th, 1864, to Ann McCa-
hill, of County Cavan, Ireland, and they have two children, Rose
and Maggie, the former of whom is married. The same residence on
Western Avenue has been occupied by him for twenty-seven years.

Now in the prime of life, Mr. Kelly is hale and hearty, and shows
but little sign of his early struggles and hard work. Distinctively
is he a self-made man; his schooling was but slight, yet he has man-
aged to acquire knowledge for himself and has risen step by step,
gaining not only a comfortable competence for himself and family,
but -also the respect and appreciation of his fellow citizens, nntil
he has been clected to fill one of the most responsible offices in his
adopted city.



226 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY OF THE

MILES KEHOE.

Among the men who, as public servants, have made enviable
records for their faithful, earnest and successful efforts in securing
beneficial and wise legislation, none is better or more favorably
known than the gentleman whose name heads this sketeh. An
carnest worker for the advancement of his party’s interests, he yet
has never allowed his partisanship to interfere with his efforts in
the advancement of what he considered best for the interests of
his constituents as a whole. And in every walk of life, whether
public or private, the same high principles have been found to gov-
ern his actions.

Miles Kehoe was born August 15th, 1848, in County Carlow,
Ireland; son of Arthur and Winnifred (Byrne) Kehoe, who came to
this country in 1848, locating in Chicago the following year. Aur-
thur Kehoe was engaged for many years, to about the time of his
death in 1877, in the teaming business. Mrs. Arthur Kehoe died
in 1891. Of their five children, two survive, our subject and a sister.
Mr. Xehoe obtained his education at the Foster School, of which
ieorge W. Spofford was principal. After graduating, in 1865, he
secured employment in a brick yard and later engaged in the team-
ing business with his father. His affability of manner and strong
personality made for him many friends and resulted in his elec-
tion to the State Senate from the Third Ilinois Distriet, comprising
all that portion of the city south of Twelfth and east of Clark
Streets, in 1873, he being the youngest member ever elected up to
that time. His services in this capacity were so eminently satisfac-
tory that on his renomination at the end of his first term, he was
honored with an almost unanimous vote from the distriet, which
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he continued to serve until 1880. During this tine he was for four
years chairman of Committee on Municipalities, and secured for
Clhiicago much of its important legislation. Among the laws he was
instrumental in passing were the abolition of the old method of
town elections; the building and loan association law; the back
tax law, whieh relieved the city from serip and effeetually pre-
vented the tax fighting ever since; the fire and police pension act;
as well as others which have aeerued materially to the benefit of
the eity. He has a lively and sincere interest in all that pertains
to the welfare of the laboring element, and introduced the first bill
looking to the abolition of conviet labor in the Illinois House of
Representatives, thus instigating an agitation which has resulted
in the passing of many laws regulating this matter in the interest
of free labor.

In 1878 he was nominated as Representative in the National
Congress of the Second Illinois Distriet, his successful opponent
being Col. George R. Davis. For a period of six years, from 1880,
Mr. Kehoe held the position of law clerk in the offices of Judges
Gary, Hawes, and Sidney Smith, successively, and this association
eminently qualified him for the position of Justice of the Peace
and Police Magistrate, to which he was appointed by the recom-
mendation of the Cook County judges in 1895. In the interim he
had pursued a course of law studies and was admitted to practice
before the State Supreme Court in November, 1892,

1Tis interest in political matters has always been of the liveliest
character, and he was a delegate-at-large to the Republican Na-
tional Convention in 1892, where, in accordance with the instrue-
tions of the State Convention, he voted for the renomination of
President IMarrison, in the face of urgent appeals that he should
disregard these instruections.

As a representative of the Irish element it may be said that no
more active and earnest worker for Ireland’s eause exists in Chi-
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cago. He was a delegate to the convention of Irish Nationalists
held in Chicago during the summer of 1895 and is always at the
front in matters pertaining to the good of the “Green Isle” whence
he had his origin.

For many years he has been a member of the Ancient Order of
United Workmen and is also a member of the National Union, hav-
ing been honored by the latter Order as president of its National
Assembly of 1895, ;

Mr. Kehoe was united in marriage in 1875 to Miss Kate Murphy,
of Chicago, who died in 1889. Their son, Arthur T. Kehoe, was born
April 14th, 1878, and is a graduate of the high and manual train-
ing schools of Chicago. Ile is now a student at the Kent College of
Law.

The work done by Mr. Kehoe in the past is more than sufficient
guarantee of his future performance, and it is beyond doubt that
those he has served recognize in him a man worthy of the fullest
honor. His integrity has never been questioned.

THOMAS HENRY KELLEY.

The name heading this sketch has in the past seven years been
associated with very many of the largest and most important real
estate transactions in Chicago. That its subject has attained un-
usual prominence and demonstrated marked ability in this diree-
tion is seemingly a refutation of the old adage that “the shoemaker
should stick to his last,” for his inclinations as a boy led him to a
widely different channel of usefulness, and his career as a “railroad









AMERICAN IRISH IN CHICAGO. 231

man,” covering a period of twenty-two years, was no less success-
ful than has been his management of his present business. His at-
tention is devoted exclusively to transactions in real estate of large
magnitude, and his great capability and thorough knowledge of
ralues, eoupléd with many years of business association with cap-
italists and men of affairs, render him a valued medium for the sue-
cessful carrying through of real estate deals. That he is muech
sought after in this line of business is attested by the fact that trans-
actions covering many millions of dollars have been negotiated by
him, and he has eonstantly in hand one or more involving hundreds
of thousands of dollars, notwithstanding the great present depres
sion in real estate values.

Thomas H. Kelley was born at Hales Corners, Milwaukee Coun-
ty, Wisconsin, on August 15th, 1847. IIe is of good Irish deseent,
his great-grandfather, John Kelley, a large linen manufaeturer,
known all over the north of Ireland as Johnny Kelley of the Green
Bushes, was a native of County Tyrone. He came to America in
1830 and located in New York City, where he carried on his former
business. Moving with his whole family to Wisconsin about 1840,
they formed quite a colony of relations, and were the first settlers
at Hales Corners. The latter is now a suburb of the City of Mil-
waukee, and is about ten miles from the heart of the city. John
Kelley died about 1845 when he was upwards of seventy-five years
of age. His eldest son, Peter, who was grandfather of Thomas H.
Kelley, was born in 1800 and came to Ameriea with his parents.
ITis wife was Miss Bradley, also a native of County Tyrone. Ile
was a prosperous farmer, and died in 1881. The eldest son, Michael
Kelley, father of the subjeet of this sketeh, was also born in County
Tyrone, Treland, and was one of the emigrating family. So soon as
e attained his majority he took up the profession of a sehool
teacher, but afterwards became a farmer, In June, 1846, he mar-

ried Miss Ellen Goodwin, of County Tyrone, who died in 1834,
12
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Michael Kelley died April 30th, 1894, aged sixty-six years. There
were two children, Thomas H., of whom we are writing, and a
brother, John B. Kelley, who was for many years a superintendeut
with the International Great Northern, and afterwards with the
Texas Pacific Railroad, and is now dead. ‘

Thomas H. Kelley received his first education up to the age of
seven from his mother, who taught in the log school house of the
Town of Lindon, Cascade, Sheboygan County, Wisconsin. He then
attended grammar and high school at Fond du Lae, Wis., gradu-
ating from the high school there in 1862. He afterwards took a
further course of studies at an academy and college at Girard, Erie
County, Penn., finishing in 1863.

Ilis first employment after leaving school was as a newsboy on
the Illinois Central Railroad. His earlier instinets had turned on
railroading, his great ambition being to control an engine, and at
the first opportunity he secured a position as a fireman on the Chi-
cago & Northwestern Railroad. After serving in this capaeity two
years and a half, he was promoted to be engineer. This occupation
he followed for seven years on various roads, among them the St.
Louis, Kansas City & Northern; the Chicago & Northwestern; the
Philadelphia & Erie; and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe. In
1877 he gave up engineering and beeame a passenger conductor, in
which eapacity he served six years, resigning to take the position
of train master, continuing therein for two years. He afterwards
lield the place of superintendent on various roads, and finally, hav-
ing in his long and extensive railroading experience witnessed the
possibilities of the great West in the way of real estate transae-
tions, he resigned this position in 1885 and embarked in the real
estate business in Kansas City.

During the famous boom which shortly followed in that ecity,
he was able to clear a quarter of a million of dollars, and in 1889
decided to go to Chieago, a city which had always held first place in
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his regard. Having opened up offices, he has since conducted his
real estate business with unvarying suceess. Through his hands
-have passed some of the largest deals in the real estate history of
the city. Among others recently handled may be enumerated the
I’taza Hotel, for $750,000; 418-20 Dearborn Street,$140,000; Thowmas
Building, corner Ellis Avenue and Midway Plaisance, $160,000;
The Campost, Varsity and Renfost apartment buildings, at $125,000,
$100,000, and $300,000, respectively; the Wayside Inn, at Fifty-
sixth and Jefferson Streets, $75,000; the Commereial Hotel, corner
Dearboru and Lake Streets, $350,000; the Ogden, corner Leavitt and
Ogden Avenue, $50,000; and the Nelson (Kansas City) office build-
ing, $500,000. In vacant properties he has also carried through
some large deals, including 700 lots, Irving Park and Milwaukee
Avenue, for $400,000; 200 lots at Fifty-fifth Street, $100,000; and
600 lots at Montrose Boulevard and Milwaukee Avenue, $300,000;
as well as acre properties in Chicago, Cicero, North Shore and
ncrthwest portions of the city to amounts from $50,000 to $900,000.
The fact that he is able to refer to such deals and that all connected
therewith are willing to testify to their entire satisfaetion, as that
Chieago bankers and other men of high finaneial standing have no
word too high for Mr. Kelley and his methods of business, have
placed his services in very general demand. Of large trades he
has made a specialty, and on his books are always to be found
estates in other cities to exehange for Chicago properties and clear
and free property for large equities in this eity. I'rom the time he
first lived in Chicago, on the eorner of Wabash Avenue and Ran-
dolph Street, he has seen Chicago grow from a population of 150,000
to its present proportions, and he is consequently thoronghly posted
on real estate values.

Mr. Kelley is vice-president of the Wiseman’s Automatic Safety
Railroad Switch Company, of which he is one of the original incor-
porators and a large stockholder.
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In politics lie is from conviction a Republican, and upholds the
¢laims of his party with all his strength, although he has never
possessed any desire to become an active politician.

Ile was married May 25th, 1876, to Miss Addie C. Jones, of Albia,
Iowa, daughter of Dr. John Washington Jones, of Mechanicsburg,
Champaign County, Ohio. They have two children, Leo T. and
Charlotte M. Kelley; both were born at Kansas City, Mo., the first
oun March 13th, 1886, and the second October 27th, 1887. Mrs. Kel-
ley is, like her husband, a member of the Catholic Church, and while
living in Kansas, associated with Mrs. Dr. Bickford, she was the
means of building a church and parsonage for the priest at Flor-
ence, Kansas, which will long remain a memorial to their religious
fervor and Catholic faith and liberality. In this connection, how-
ever, it should be said that both Mr. and Mrs. Kelley are students
and investigators. They are liberal of their means in supporting
all good works, and their liberality extends to their religion as
well. They concede to each man his right to seek the highest and
best in this life and the next in his own way. They have charity
and love for all men, and follow the teaching of Professor Huxley
in the precept that “one should rejoice in the good man, forgive the
bad man, and pity and help all men to the best of one’s ability.”

He is a man of striking personality, commanding at a glance
the respect and attention of all with whom he comes in contact.
IIis manner and bearing are those of the brainy, successful busi-
ness man, and he thus possesses peculiar advantages for his chosen
profession. His friends are as numerous as his acquaintances, and
with health and life spared to lim, liis career in the real estate his-
tory of Chicago is destined to be a brilliant one.
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JOHN CHARLES HENDRICKS.

John Charles Hendricks, lawyer, was born in Freeport, 111, Jan-
uary 10th, 1850. His father, Thomas Hendricks, was a native of
County Wexford, Ireland, and by trade a contractor and mason.
Coming to the United States in 1833, he settled at I'reeport, I11., and
died in 1884. He was a stroug Irish Nationalist. He had married
Margaret Quigley, a native of Athlone, County Roscommon, Tre-
land, where her father was in his day a noted hotel keeper. She is
still living, at the age of eighty.

Thomas Hendricks moved with his family to Joliet, Ill., in
1854, and there the subject of this sketch received his early educa-
tion in the public schools. Finaneial reasons, however, compelled
him to leave school at the age of fifteen, and at once he set to work
to learn the printing trade in the office of the “Republican,” where
he remained until 1876. 1In the latter year he left Joliet and moved
to Chicago, where he obtained a position on the old Chicago Times,
to set type at nights, and at the same time, during the days, began
the study of law in the office of Levi Sprague. In 1879 he was
granted a license by the Supreme Court and began the practice
of law. '

Mr. Hendricks is a member of the Independent Order of Forest-
ers, the Aneient Order of United Workinen, and the Knights of
Maccabees, in which Order he has filled all the ehairs and on several
oecasions represented his lodges at the Grand Lodge. ITe also be-
longs to a number of Irish societies, and strongly sympathizing
with his kinsmen across the sea has done all that was in his power
for their relief,
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In his religious views he is a Roman Catholie and belongs to
the congregation of St. Matthew’s Chureh, while in polities he is a
Demoerat. In politieal affairs he has always taken the liveliest
interest. As a delegate, he has attended a number of conventions,
and upon every ocecasion spoken, also, eonsiderably during the po-
litiecal campaigns.

Mr. Hendricks was married June 18th, 1870, to Rose Kane, of
Joliet, who died August 19th, 1895, leaving a son, John C., Jr., who
is a graduate of Kent College of Law and now a partner with his
father. The firm of Hendricks & Son has been a very suecessful
one, and is doing a large general practice as well as representing
a number of large corporations.

THOMAS L. HARTIGAN.

Than the subject of this sketch, who is one of Chicago’s most
rising young attorneys, there are few men in this city better known
or more highly considered. His experience has been wide and
varied, and he possesses a rare facnlty in the ability to make friends
and, what is even still rarer, a strange facility in retaining.

Thomas L. Hartigan was born at Dedham, Massachusetts, May
s1st, 1861.  is parents were on both sides Irish. IHis mother from
the County I'ermanagh, and his father from the County of “Limer-
ick so beantiful.” Ilis father is Thomas O. T. Hartigan, conneeted
with the famous O’Tooles, while his mother, formerly Ann Leon-
ard, came from the MecCullenans. On each side the families were
of historie stock, and in the story of Ireland have frequent mention
from the Chronielers.
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Mr. Hartigan received his earlier education at West Roxbury,
Mass., and at Dedham. He afterwards attended the grammar and
high schools of Chicago, and having passed through the Central
HHigh School, was sent—in 1880—to the United States Military

- Academy, at West Point, N. Y. His course there completed, he

returned to Chicago, and having decided to take up the legal pro-
fession entered the Union College of Law in 1884, TFor two years
he was in the office of Judge T. A. Moran, and associated himself
later with Judge Collins for a further two years. Admission to the
bar was obtained March 20th, 1885. Through all this time Mr.
Hartigan continued that military service which constituted his
chief pleasure. Ile became Captain, Second Infantry Illinois Na-
tional Guard in 1884, and was Adjutant from 1888 to 1890. In 1889
he received the appointment of Superintendent of Letter Carriers
of the Chicago postoffice, which he held for two years, then accept-
ing the ilosition of Captain and Drill Master of the Chicago Police
Department, retaining the latter until 1893. In 1890 he was made
Major of the Hibernian Rifles and the year following Colonel of
the same regiment. TIn 1893 he became Captain and Adjutant of
the Seventh Regiment, and in 1896 was offered its Majority, but
for personal reasons thought it advisable to decline.

Mr. Hartigan is now devoting himself entirely to his profes-
sion as a lawyer, and in company with Mr. Edmund E. McCarthy-—
of whom there is a sketch elsewhere in this volume—is rapidly mak-
ing his firm prominently known in this city.

He is a member of several socicties—the Ancient Order of 11i-
bernians, the Knights of Pythias, the Royal League, and the Metric
Society of Chicago.

In his religion he is a Roman Catholic, while in politics he is a
staunch Republican, favoring the protection of our industries and
also bimetallism.

He was married, January 12th, 1885, to Miss Minnie Belle Mae-
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Kinnis, daughter of Dr. Thomas MacKinnis, a well known physician
of this city. Their happy household now rejoices in three children
—Irving Cress, Raymond Thomas, and Leonard Wheeler.

Mr. Hartigan is a man of medium height, pleasant in his manner
and extremely companionable. Ile is open-hearted and liberal, and
while he knows how to appreciate any favor, is also ever ready to do
a friendly serviee. No list of the American Irish of Chicago would
be Comp]ete without the name of Thomas L. Hartigan.

FRANCIS R. COLE, PH. D., LL. D.

Franeis Richard Cole was born in Chieago, June 19th, 1871, His
parents, Richard and Elizabeth (Byrne) Cole, came to America in
1849 aud loecated in Buffalo, N. Y. Later the western course was
resumed, and Richard Cole settled down first in Milwaukee, but
finally in our great city in 1859, where he later started to manufac-
ture ecooperage. Ile is one of our respected citizens and has been
for many years prominent in Masonie circles, the Richard Cole
Lodge, A. F. & A. M., having been named after him.

The subject of this sketch was born in a famous year, and has

“grown up with the city which saw his birth. Ie was educated in
the public grammar and high sehools and haviug determined to be-
come a lawyer, took a full course in that department of the Lake
Forest University. He completed the post gradnate eourse, taking
the degree of LI. B., but even while a law student lie devoted him-
self assiduously to the seienee of jurisprndence, also attended a
school of oratory, and later took the degree of Doctor of Philoso-
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phy. IHe opened up a law office before he was twenty-one years of
age, and later was at the head of the law firm of Cole, Elliott & Bor-
chardt, but at present is practicing alone. Ile is a great reader
and an carnest student, more particularly of the live problems of
the day, and is thoroughly versed in the law. In the fall of 1892
he was a candidate for Judge of the Superior Court on the Labor
Reform League ticket.

Late years have been given to the cause of free thought and the
furtherance of universal enlightenment. Voice and pen have been
devoted to the imparting to the people of a larger desire for scien-
tific knowledge, and have done much towards opening up public
discussion, thereby paving the way for social, political and eco-
nomic reform. He also early was active in the university exten-
sion movement. In 1895 he was granted the degree of LL. D. Ie
has always been prominent in literary societies, and has held vari-
ous offices of trust and honor therein anrd elsewhere. In religious
matters he is extremely liberal and honestly states himself a free
thinker, that is to say, he is not a believer in the orthodox religion
but is an agnostic of the Charles Huxley type, and has practically
demonstrated that his rule of life is founded on the truism that
“one should rejoice in the good man, forgive the bad man, and pity
and help all men to the best of our ability.” In politics he is no
partisan but firmly believes in the Jeffersonian and Linecolnian
principles of government and thinks our changed and evolved in-
dustrial conditions need a new application of the old prineiples.
His voice has been heard in many campaigns expounding the sci-
ence of government, and pleading for greater equality of opportuni-
ties, political reforms, and the restoration of bimetallism in the
United States.

Judge Cole, as he is familiarly called both from his dignified
and judicial appearance and the fact of his candidacy for the bench,
. is prominent in a number of societies and orders, among which may
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be mentioned the American Secular Union, Freethought Federa-
tion, Anthropological Society, Patriots of America, Society of Eth-
ical Culture, and the Co-operative College of Citizenship. The last
named he considers one of the greatest and broadest educational
movements of the age, and one to a greater extent in touch with
all sections of the community. Mr. Cole is one of its directors and
at the head of the faculty in the department of economics. He is
president of the Citizen Sovereignty Association; is lecturer on
medical jurisprudence in the Dutton Medical College; and on the
faculty of the American Health University. Ie is a remarkable
extemporaneous speaker, an able debater, and what is by no means
an ordinary occurrence, proficient in both branches of oratory, the
forensic and the popular, and frequently speaks on patriotic and
memorial occasions. He has also written considerably both in
prose and verse. In the last presidential campaign he wrote a
powerful pamphlet on the conditions of the republic and the ques-
tions before the American people, under the title of Civilization,
Bryan and the Times. It had a large circulation throughout the
United States and was very generally pronounced one of the great-
est campaign documents ever issued in the history of American
politics.

Judge Cole was married on the 19th of July, 1895, to Miss Sadie
Clucas. One little girl has blessed the union, Sylvia Elizabeth.

To have obtained so high a reputation while yet a young man
gives earnest promise of a noble future, and for the name of Fran-
cis Richard Cole a prominent place in the list of American Irish
whe have helped to make Chicago the greatest city in the United
States.
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EDWARD H. EGAN.

Edward II. Egan, the well known live stock commission mer-
chant and exporter, is a native of Baltimore, Md., where he was
born September 15th, 1855. His father, Thomas Egan, was a na-
tive of Ireland, as was also his mother, Ellen MeNamara. They
both came to Baltimore, Md., in the same year, 1849, and were
shortly afterwards married in that city. Early in 1856 they came
to Chicago, when the subject of this sketeh was six months old.

Edward H. Egan was eduecated at St. John’s School and at the
Helden publie school. He left sechool when eighteen and com-
meneing active work as yardman for Nelson Morris & Company,
after four to five years in that position he had so gained the con-
fidence and approbation of the firin that he was appointed their
agent in the Pittsburg Stock Yards. Here he remained for six
years, theu returning to Chicago and starting in business for him-
self under the firm name of E. Egan & Company, live stock commis-
sion merchants. The venture was suceessful from the start and
is still in active operation. The business is carried on by Thomas
M. Norton, Mr. Egan’s partner, as he himself some years ago, in
1895, aecepted the responsible position of buyer and manager for
Eastman & Company, of New York, transactions of between six and
seven millions per year being carried on.

Mr. Egan has now followed the same line of business contin-
ually for over twenty years, and has achieved such a thorough
krowledge and proficiency on all points appertaining thereto, that
though still a young man he is generally considered an especially
sound anthority on live stock matters.
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Mr. Egan was married in this city in 1880 to Miss Annie Dona-
van; they have four children, two girls and two boys. In his re-
ligious views he is a Roman Catholie, and in politics is independ-
ent,

Mr. Egan is a member of the Royal Arcanum, the Royal League,
and also of the Sheridan Club. At the present time he is inter-
ested in the organization of a new Catholic association of a beneyo-
lent character. Chiefly in connection with his business he has
traveled through much of the United States as well as Canada.
While his tastes and disposition are decidedly of a domestic char-
acter, at the same time he takes an active interest in the organiza-
tions mentioned. He is a man of fine executive ability and a most
genial friend and companion.

JAMES KINCADE.

No Irish American in this great city deserves more credit for
what he has accomplished in the world than does the subject of the
present sketch, James Kincade. He came to this country without
a dollar, yet he has by his own unswerving pluck and untiring
cnergy, been able to achieve a fortune and to make for himself an
honored name,

James Kincade is the son of John and Elizabeth (Mahen) Kin-
cade, respectively from County Westmeath and County Wicklow,
Ireland. His parents came to New York in the year 1826, his father
dying in 1836 while on a visit to the old country, and his wife fol-
lowing him seven years later.
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The subject of this sketeh was born in the City of New York,
December 3d, 1832, He was, however, but four years old when his
parents returned to Ireland taking with them their son. His eduea-
tion was not of an extensive charaeter, consisting only of a year
or two in the cross road sehool of Peter Dempsey, then a noted
teacher of the distriet, and who found a large portion of his remu-
neration by boarding around among the pareuts of his seholars.
The death of John ‘Kineade, however, compelled him to go to work,
at the age of fourteen, and for two years he found employment as
a carpenter. When seventeen he determined to come to America
and seek fortune’s favors. He was absolutely without money, for
everything his father had left him was in trust until he beecame of
age, and consequently he was foreed to make an excuse that he
desired to purehase some eattle, and in that way was able to obtain
from his guardian sufficient money to pay his passage to Ameriea,
where he landed without a cent and with no friends. Landing in
New York, he immediately went to the eourt house, according to
the custom of those days, with the other emigrants or “greenhorns,”
as they were termed, and waited until some one should eome and
offer him some employment.

A baker taking a faney to him, hired, and James Kineade stayed
with him a short time, afterwards going to work in a brick yard,
in which he remained about four years. Afterwards, for two years,
he worked as a brakeman for the Hudson River and for the Lrie
Railroads.

Coming to Chicago in 1855, he went to work for the Roek Island
Railroad, then building the side traek from Twenty-second Street
to the Junetion, and was later a brakeman on the Chicago, Burling-
ton & Quiney Railroad. Ilis next employment was in the lumber
yard of George E. Scott, where he stayed fourteen years, beginning
with the small pay of $6 a week, and when he left being in receipt
of $1,700 a year and his house rent.
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Thoroughly independent in his disposition and character, Mr.
Kincade determined to embark in business on his own account, and
in 1863 started in the lumber business at Lodi, Kane County, I1l.
There he was but two years when he sold out and returned to his
former employ with Mr. Scott, remaining until the latter went out
of business in 1868. Then, looking about for some business which
he might take up, he by chance noticed in the papers that sub-con-
tractors were required on the Riverside BouleVard. He investi-
gated, took a portion of the work, and was able to clear $1,700 in
sixty days. This was the opportunity he had so long sought, and
from that time he has steadily progressed until he developed into
one of the largest contractors of this city, having built the viaduets
of Van Buren Street, Milwaukee and Desplaines Street, Taylor
Street, and Ogden Avenue. In addition he has done much work
for railroad companies and for the city, and also laid the foundation
for the mammoth sngar refinery upon which several other con-
traetors had failed.

In religion Mr. Kincade is a Roman Catholic and a regular at-
tendant of St. Mathias Church, while in polities he is a silver Demo-
crat and a member of the Cook County Marching Club.

Ile was united in marriage at Port Jervis, N. Y., October 31st,
1854, with Margaret Grannan, of County Wexford, Ireland, whose
grandfather had taken a prominent part in the Irish troubles of
"8, distingnishing himself at Three Bullet Gate and at Vinegar
Hill. A woman of great common sense and untiring energy, she
has been of the greatest assistance to her husband in his battle
with life, and to her help undoubtedly a great portion of his sue-
cess is due. They have had one child, a daughter, Margaret A. Fitz-
gerald, who is married to the signal engineer of the Chicago, Bur-
lington & Quincy R. R.

Mr. Kineade retired from business abount four years ago, having
amassed a comfortable fortune. He now spends his time between
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his eharming home at the eorner of St. Louis Avenue and Céntral
Park Boulevard and his farm of eighty acres at Division and Har-
lemn Avenues.

Both his wife and himself believe in obtaining all the enjoyment
possible from life, feeling they deserve some recompense after the
hard struggles of their former years. In 1894 they traveled to Ire-
land and have several times visited California and other parts of
the United States. A gentleman of the old school, courteous ever,
and always most hospitable, Mr. Kincade is one who it is an honor
and a pride to number among Chicago’s American Irish,

JAMES J. AHERN.

This well known Captain of the Chicago Fire Brigade was born
at Buffalo, Michigan, April 17th, 1863. His parents, Patrick and
Ella Ahern, were both natives of Ireland and came to the United
States in 1845. Iaving remained for some time in Chicago, a move
was made to Buffalo, Mich., and the occupation of farming taken
up. It was here the subject of this sketeh was born, and later the
family returned to Chieago, where they resided until their death.

James J. Abhern received his education in the public schools of
St. Pius and St. Jarlath on the west side. As a boy he took an
immense interest in athleties of all kinds and became very proficient
in swimming and other sports. He left school at the age of four-
teen, and went to work as a newsboy on the railroad, traveling
between Cairo, IIl.,, and Chicago. Afterwards he found a place in
a dry goods store where lie remained until he was seventeen, when
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he went into the teaming business. At the latter he remained from
1878 to 1886, in the May of which year he joined the fire department
in the capacity of driver. IFour years later he became pipeman, and
then about a year afterwards, June 1st, 1891, received promotion
to lieutenant. In November, 1893, he became Captain of the com-
pany to which he had been attached from the time he joined the
department. ’

Captain Ahern was married in 1895 to Sarah A. Cassidy, a lady
of Irish birth who was then teaching in the Chica'go publie sehools.

Born and raised a Roman Catholie, he always remained faithful
to the teaching of that ehurch. IIe is a member of a couple of
friendly societies, the Royal Areanum and the Firemen’s Benevo-
lent Assoeiation. ;

In the fire department he bears the reputation of a willing, en-
ergetic, and most efficient officer, and among a host of friends is
esteemed and respected for many high qualities of liead and heart.

THOMAS ROWAN.

This well known American Irishman was born in 1849 on a farm
in County Kildare, Ireland, his parents being Thomas and Bridget
(Hickey) Rowan. His edueation was reeceived in the national
schools of Ireland and during the time he also worked on his fath-
er’s farm until the latter’s death, when, with his three brothers, he
continued to earry on the farm until he had reached the age of
nincteen. Becoming imbued with the idea that his own country
offered insufficient scope to a young man of energy and ambition, he
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conceived the idea of emigrating to America. Mr. Rowan landed
in New York in 1868 and his first work was in a livery stable,
where he was employed to groom horses. In this oecupation he re-
mained twelve months, when anxious to better his condition, in
1869 he came to Chieago. His first position in this city was with
the street railway company as econductor and after five years in
that eapacity he entered the employment of Thompson & Wet-
more, wholesale clothiers, as a porter. Every duty was so thor-
~oughly performed, he was found so honest and true that, after
four years of service, he was promoted to be a salesman. With
that firm he remained as general salesman for ten years and then
associated himself with the well known wholesale clothiers, Work
Brothers, in 1887, to take management of the uniform department,
a position he holds at the present time. Mr. Rowan tells prondly
that in all the twenty-four years of his connection with these two
great firms lie has never taken a vacation nor lost a single day’s
salary.

Thonmas Rowan was married, in 1872, to Eliza Birmingham,
who is a daughter of one of Chicago’s pioneers, and when a child
used to live on the site now occupied by the Palmer House. Mr.
and Mrs. Rowan have two charming daughters, now twenty and
eighteen respectively, and both of whom are graduates of the
Academy of the Sacred Heart.

A Roman Catholic in his religious views, he is a staunch Demo-
crat in his polities, and is a member of the Royal League and also
of the Knights of St. Patrick.

Mr. Rowan’s career is one of mneh interest, for he has not alone
been a hard worker but he has struggled against disadvantages
that would have baffied any man not possessed of nnusunal energy
and really extraordinary courage. He is an example of energy,

ambition and honest, straightforward endeavor.
13
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PATRICK DOYLE.

Patrick Doyle, Captain in the Chicago Fire Department, was
born at Wexford, Ireland, November 17th, 1852. His father, Mor-
gan Doyle, had married Elizabeth Dillon, and followéd the occu-
pation of a sailor. He died in 1889, his wife having preceded him .
in 1878.

Captain Patrick Doyle was educated at the Christian Brothers’
School at Waterford, Ireland, where he left at the age of fourteen
years to take up the life of a sailor. His first experience was a
short one, for he determined as a preliminary to that career to
take a course in navigation in the public schools of Waterford.
Tor five years afterwards he followed out his chosen occupation,
vigiting all parts of the world and finally landing at New Orleans
in 1871. Thence he came on to Chicago, where he obtained the
position of mate and sailed the lakes for another five years.

Mr. Doyle joined the Chicago Fire Department, September,
1879, as pipeman of Engine No. 13, remaining with this company
for two years and then going to Hook and Ladder No. 6 as a truck-
man. Being there twelve months, he was made Lieutenant and
was sent to No. 8, serving also during the following four years on
Nos. 6 and 5, and then becoming Captain of the latter. In 1892
he was made Captain of the fire boat Geyser, a position of consid-
erable responsibility, the duties of which he has fulfilled to the
eniire satisfaction of his superiors in the department and of the
general public.

He was married June, 1882, to Annie Murphy, also a native of
Ireland, who died in April, 1894, leaving three children, three oth-
ers having preceded her.
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In Irish affairs Captain Doyle has always taken the very great-
est interest and has been active in every movement for the allevia-
tion of the condition of his native land. He is a member of a num-
ber of Irish clubs. In his religious views he is a Roman Catholic,
and a member of the congregation of the Jesuit Churech, on Twelfth
Street; while his political views are those of the Democratie party.
Itis honesty of purpose, his faithful performance of every duty,
and other sterling qualities have gained him a host of friends, all
of whom bear him the highest respect and esteem.

THOMAS ABRAHAM KENNEY.

Thomas Abraham Kenney was born June 4th, 1851, in Buffalo,
N. Y., of Irish parents, for both his father, Patrick, and his mother,
Catherine (Mulligan) Kenney, were natives of Dublin, Queens Coun-
ty, Ireland. They left that eity in 1847, and first settled in Buffalo,
N. Y., moving in 1854 to Peoria, Ill, where the head of the family
died in 1861, and the mother in 1883.

The circumstances of his parents did not permmit Thomas A. Ken-
ney to obtain much in the way of education, but what he did was
in the public schools of his native town. At an early age he was
compelled to leave and seek a situation in order that he might as-
sist in supporting the family. Iaving apprenticed himself to a
candy maker in Peoria, he worked at this trade until 1866, when he
determined to come to Chicago and see what fortune that rapidly
growing city might hold for him.

Arrived in Chicago, he secured employment with the candy man-
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ufacturing house of Scanlan Bros. & Co., on South Water Street,
with whom he worked for two years, at the same time attending a
business eollege at night, for ic was determined to seeure an edu-
eation in order that he might improve his eondition in the world.
At the end of two years he became dissatisfied, for his employers
refused to recognize by payment the faect that he was thoroughly
" gnalified to earn a journeyman’s wages, and elaiming that he was
yet too young. He therefore left the firm, in 1887, to beeome a. con-
ductor on the South Chicago Street R. R., in which employ he re-
mained a year, and then going into the newspaper and eonfection-
ery business on his own aceount at the corner of State and Fifteenth
Streets. Later he moved to the old Burlington Hall Bloek, corner
Sixteenth and State Streets, where he remained until the spring
of 1871, when he sold out and secured an appointment in the postal
serviee as letter carrier. His diligent serviee proeured him rapid
promotion through the various grades, until in 1895, he was pro-
moted to the important position of general foreman of the City
Delivery, having in his eharge all the clerks of that division, and
it speaks much for Mr. Kenney that he has been able to hold his
position in the postoffice for twenty-four years, and through six
different adininistrations.

Mr. Kenney has long been prominently eonnected with the
Catholic Order of Foresters, and for two years was Viee Chief
Ranger of St. James Court No. 7, while for six years he was Chief
Ranger of St. Ann’s Court, No. 39; for three years financial seecre-
tary, and sinee 1883 Deputy High Chief Ranger. Out of nine annual
conventions held, he has attended seven as representative of his
court. Twiece he has been elected president of the Postoffice Clerks’
Assoeiation, which position he held at the time of the World’s Fair,
when it incurred great responsibility, and plainly showed the esti-
mation and standing Mr. Kenney possesses with his fellows.

In his religious views he is a Roman Catholie, a regular attend-
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in a hotel, but he soon secured a situation with the old and famous
house of Colgate & Co., soap manufacturers of New York City.
His department was the advertising, and in its interests he trav-
eled all over the United States, from Maine to California, spending
in the latter State over two years. Having remained with the
firm for nearly eight years, he came to Chicago and accepted a posi-
tion with Towle, Carle & Co., wholesale grocers, traveling for that
house through IHinois for two years. The latter place he gave up
to aceept one with J. L. Hathaway, the well known coal merchant,
and there he stayed five years, taking entire charge of the west
side branch. He resigned January 1st, 1891, to aceept an enga‘ge-
ment with Cenepa Bros., maecaroni and vermicelli manufactur-
ers, and with that concern he still remains. At the same time he
is agent for a number of representative firec insurance companies
who are doing business in this State.

In 1889 Mr. Burke, with a number of other gentlemen, organ-
ized the Forester’s Building and Loan Association, and was chosen
its secretary, remaining such up to the present time. The organi-
zation met with very considerable success from the start, and is
now in a flourishing eondition, for the affairs have been well man-
aged and its payments have always been prompt.

Mr. Burke is a member of the Catholic Order of Foresters, the
Catholic Benevolent Legion, the Knights of Columbus, the Royal
League, and also of the Columbus and Americus Clubs. As has
been before mentioned, he hias traveled considerably, for during the
vears of his serviee with Colgate & Co. he visited, he thinks without
exaggeration, nearly every eity and town in the United States
containing over five thousand inhabitants. Mr. Burke is a Roman
Catholie in his religious views, and is a Democrat in politieal affili-
ations. Tle married Anna E. Scott, of Clinton, Yowa, August 6th,
1890, and they have two children, a boy and a girl.

Mr. Burke’s eareer evinees not only the possession of high busi-
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fession. Ilis sueceess, when the length of time that Mr. Byrne has
been engaged in business is taken into consideration, has been of
a very decided character, and he is already in the enjoyment of
an extensive practiee.

In religion he is a Roman Catholic and a member of the eongre-
gation of the Jesuit Chureh, at May and Center Streets, while in
his political views he is a Democrat. A young man of energetic
habits, bright ideas and pleasant manner, he has already gath-
ered aronnd him a host of friends, and there are few among the
younger generation of American Irish who are held in higher
esteem than James Augustine Byrne.

THOMAS RICHARD MELODY.

Thomas Richard Melody was born in Shieldstown, Lake County,
1llinois, on November 13th, 1841. He is the son of John and Ellen
(Murphy) Melody. His father was born in County Mayo, and his
mother came from Tipperary; they met and were married in Lake
County, I1l. John Melody left Ireland in the early thirties, and
settled for a short time in New York before coniing west to locate
on & farm in Lake County. A man of very frugal habits and always
most indnstrious, by close management he was able to save some
money and to take a eontract on the Illinois and Michigan Canal.
His wife dying in 1847, he went to the mines of California, where
he remained until he went to Washington Territory, where he and
his partner were in 1865 killed by Indians one night when return-
ing from work.
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1lis son, the subject of this sketeh, received his education in the
public schools of his native county, later attending the Chicago
High Sechool, where, after remaining three years, he was compelled
to leave and work for his leaving. This was in 1864. Having se-
cured a position as clerk in the postoffice, he has since continuously
remained in the same employ, being from time to time promoted
until now he holds the responsible position of accountant of the
Chicago postoffice. This position has been his through the admin-
istration of no less than eleven postmasters, and this, notwith-
standing the fact that he is a consistent Democrat, and has always
been faithful to his party’s principle.

Mr. Melody has one brother living—John P. Melody—and also
a sister. The first named has an important position in the money
order department of the American Express Company, and his sis-
ter, who is known as Mary Joseph, has charge of the St. Rosec’s
Orphan Asylum, of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, an institution recog-
nized as one of the finest in the United States.

In August, 1864, Mr. Melody was married to Ellen Synon, of
Chicago, and they have had nine children, of whom six are living.
One of his sons, John W.,, is assistant pastor of St. Pius Parish,
and on aceount of his many great gifts, is thought to have a noble
future before him. Ie took a post graduate course at the Wash-
ington University, and graduated with the highest of honors. A
daughter, Genevieve, who is a teacher in the South Division High
Sechool, recently graduated from the Kent College of Law.

The career of Thomas R. Melody examples the possibilities be-
fore energy and industry, when combined with absolute fidelity
and unquestionable honesty. Still in the prime of life, honored by
his associates and with friends limited only by the number of his
acquaintances, he well deserves a place in the list of Chicago’s
representative American Irish.
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PATRICK JAMES DONAHOE.

Patrick James Donahoe was born in Chicago, August 4th, 1856,
His father was Patrick Donahoe, a native of Limerick, Ireland, who
had come to Rochester, N. Y., in 1847, and in 1852, when the Illi-
nois Central Railway was built, was with his brothers interested
in several grading contracts. Patrick Donahoe came to Chicago
in 1854 and died here in 1891. He had married Ellen Kehler, who
was a native of his own county in Ireland.

Patrick James Donahoe received his education in the public
schools of Chicago, but being compelled to find work, left at the
carly age of fourteen. For six years he found employment at the
stock yards and for two years afterwards was salesman for the
commission firm of Adams & Bush. In August, 1881, he secured
an appointment as truckman in the Chicago Fire Department and
was assigned to Hook and Ladder No. 9, at the foot of Monroe
Street. March, 1885, he was promoted to a lientenancy and sent
to Ifook and ILadder No. 1, at Pacific Avenue and Van Buren
Streets; March 1st, the year following, he was sent to Hook and
Ladder No. 9, and December 31st, 1888, was promoted Captain of
Ingine No. § at Archer Avenue and State Street, being a few
months later transferred to Hook and Ladder No. 9. December
31st, 1895, he found still further promotion as Chief of Fifteenth
DBattalion, with headquarters at Oakley Avenue and Thirteenth
Street.

Chief Donahoe has been meutioned on several occasions in gen-
eral orders for brave and heroic conduct at fires, notably those at
Clark and Monroe; at Wabash and Monroe; at Lake and Wabash ;'
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burg, Lewis County, New York, and which he personally conducted
until his death in 1889. He had married, in 1857, Charlotte Hef-
fany, the mother of Charles E., who was a native of Martinsburg,
but whose parents had both come from Couunty Tipperary, Ireland.

Charles E. Corrigan received his education at Martins Institute,
Martinsburg, and was afterwards sent to Lowville Academy, at
Lowville, in the same State. He was thoroughly grounded in all
the subjects comprising a sound English education and also at-
tained a fair knowledge of the classics. When eighteen he taught
common schools for three years, during the intervals of farm work
aud his own general studies.” At twenty-one, after a brief experi-
ence as a commercial traveler, Mr. Corrigan became a stockholder
and entered the wholesale and retail house of Northrup, Braslan
& Goodwin, at Minneapolis, where he remained until 1891, when '
he sold out his interest in the firm and decided to settle in Chicago.

The possibilities of electricity and its greater employment in
the future as a motor power had always been to him a subject of
most exceeding interest and now that the opportunities of a great
city were before him, he devoted himself entirely to enterprises of
that character. Iinally, in 1896, The American Electric Vehicle
Company was organized by him and a horseless carriage placed
before the public impelled by electricity at an expense compara-
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