Edward Parry 1920 — 1943
Service no. 643093

Edward (Ted) was born to Thomas John

Parry and Gertrude Maud Bolton in 1920 at Colwyn Bay,
1 of 8 children. Not much else is known of his early years.
He joined the RAF when hostilities commenced

He was posted to Aden in Yemen for basic training before being
moved to Gwelo in the then country of Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe) where he joined the Rhodesia Air Training Group
(RATG) who existed for 5 years to train aircrew for the RAF
from many different countries.

The original programme of an initial training wing and six
schools (Belvedere, Induna, Cranborne, Guinea Fowl, Kumalo,
Thornhill) was increased to eight flying training schools (Mount
Hampden, Heany) and in addition, a bombing, navigation and
gunnery school (Moffat) for the training of bomb aimers,
navigators and air gunners.

Ted was assigned to No. 24 Combined Air Observation School at Moffat training on Oxford and
Avro Anson planes for bombing and gunnery training. At Moffat he would pass in stages
through Air Crew Pool and elementary navigation, into the bombing and gunnery school, and to
the average cadet, the climax of this would be his first flight. Most of a cadet’s time would be
spent on navigational exercises, and towards the end of his course, long-distance flights to South
Africa and even Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) There were a lot of night exercises, both in
navigation and bombing. Class work included basic meteorology and astronomy, photography,
aircraft recognition, signals and gunnery.

A cadet Gunner was at Moffat for a much shorter period and training was from a special
gunnery section and they were accompanied on each gunnery exercise by a gunnery instructor.
Initial training was on Battles and Oxfords, but they were replaced by Ansons with power-
operated gun turrets. Their nationalities on the first course were: 16 Rhodesians, 10 UK and 3
Australian.

By April 4", 1942, he was a qualified Air Gunner and by June 27", 1942 he had undertaken and
passed an Air Gunner's refresher course back in Britain at RAF Stormy Down near Bridgend.
His log book pages are reproduced below.

These cover the period from March 1942 in Rhodesia to his ill fated bombing mission to
Wilhelmshaven in February of 1943 from which the plane failed to return.
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He was posted to RAF Syerston in Nottinghamshire, and joined 106 Squadron, becoming a rear
gunner in the Lancaster planes allocated to the squadron.

At the outbreak of the Second World War the squadron was flying Hampdens with No. 5 Group, and
until early 1941 had a training role. It then reverted to front-line status and began regular night
bombing operations against Fortress Europe.

After a short spell with Manchesters, No 106 converted to Lancasters in the early summer of 1942
(but it did not become converted completely to Lancasters before some of the Manchesters had
participated in the 1,000-bomber raids on Cologne, Essen and Bremen). In October it contributed
10 Lancasters to No. 5 Group's epic dusk raid on Le Creusot and two more (one of them piloted by
Wing Commander Guy Gibson who was then No 106's CO) to the subsidiary raid on Montchanin.

In 1943 it took part in the first "shuttle-bombing" raids (when the targets were Friedrichshafen and
Spezia) and the famous attack on Peenemunde. Among the targets attacked in 1944 were a coastal
gun battery at St. Pierre du Mont and the V1 storage sites in the caves at St. Leu d'Esserent.

During the Second World War No 106 Squadron operated on 496 nights and 46 days, flying 5,834
operational sorties. In so doing it lost 187 aircraft - a percentage loss on sorties flown of 3.21 - but
on the credit side its gunners claimed 20 enemy aircraft destroyed, 3 probably destroyed and 29
damaged. A total of 267 decorations were won by the squadron, including a Victoria Cross awarded

to Sergeant NC Jackson for conspicuous bravery during an attack on Schweinfurt on 26/27th April
1944.

Ted Parry flew on many sorties from Syerston and his station's operation record book pages are
below.

Edward flew a number of flights to both Germany and Italy and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Medal (DFM). The following appeared in the London Gazette on 10 Feb 1943, just 9 days
before he was lost in a raid over Wilhelmshaven.

643093 Sergeant Edward PARRY, No 106 Squadron I319236 Sergeant Robert
Sidney GREEP,
No 106 Squadron On the night of 17th January, 1943, Sergeants Parry and
Greep were the mid-upper and rear gunners respectively of an aircraft which
was detailed to bomb a target in Berlin. On the return journey, whilst still over
enemy territory, the aircraft was attacked by an enemy fighter from close
range Sergeants Parry and Greep, coolly withheld their fire until the range
was shortened and then delivered accurate bursts which caused the fighter to
break away.
In a second attack, Sergeant Parry's concise commentary enabled the pilot to
obtain a favourable position from which both gunners could deliver effective fire.
The enemy aircraft was set alight and fell to the ground Later, the bomber was
held in a cone of searchlights and subjected to a barrage of light anti-aircraft
fire Sergeants'Parry and Greep, with well aimed bursts,extinguished several 'of
the searchlights.
Both these gunners have invariably displayed skill and determination worthy of
high praise.

“NB Ted Parry was actually Rear Gunner and R Greep Mid-upper gunner”




The ORB (Operations Record Book) states ‘Aircraft damaged by flak over Kiel. Later attacked by
Ju88 — two attacks were made but determined fire by gunners drove it off on the first occasion and
eventually caused it to crash in flames. Gunners later shot out searchlights near Flensburg’.

The pilot's (Sgt.Markland) previous flight engineers that had flown with him (Walker and
Chamberlain) were not available so a replacement was found in Sgt Graham Allen, who had only
arrived at Syerston 10 days previously on 7th January and was flying on his first op. He’d only been
given a couple of hours notice that he was to be on ops that night and it was some surprise to him.

They took off in Lancaster R5611 (ZN-W), the same Lancaster that Gibson had flown the previous
night, at 16:40 hrs and had an uneventful trip out and over the target but things went wrong as they
approached Kiel at 20,000 ft on the return leg.

Sgt Graham Allen (Flight Engineer)

“The first thing [ knew we were in trouble was hearing one of the gunners shout a warning. At
about the same time yellow tracer from a Ju88 shot over the top of the cockpit. Then I saw our
starboard outer engine burst into flames as it had been hit. It was blazing quite hard and by then
Markland was corkscrewing to evade the fighter by putting the Lancaster into a steep dive.

The gunners, Sgt Greep and Sgt Parry, had managed to get some shots onto their target and saw the
Ju88 spin out of control and hit the ground. Despite the Lancaster falling out of the sky, the engine
inferno continued to burn and at around 5,000ft Markland tried to pull the Lancaster out of the dive
and shouted to me, “Give us a hand Graham!”, at which point I helped pull the control column back
and turned the trim wheel and between us we managed to get the Lancaster back flying level. The
engine, however, was still burning fiercely and so Markland gave the bale-out order.

The bomb aimer, Sgt Dransfield, grabbed his chute, clipped it on his harness and then pulled the
ripcord by mistake. I could see the chute spilled out all over the escape hatch. Luckily by this time,
the fire had started to die down, so I operated the fire extinguisher and feathered the engine and
finally the fire went out.

We flew back on the three good engines. However, because we were down so low, we encountered
some light flak but again Markland managed to weave and avoid it and the gunners fired off some
more rounds into searchlights near Flensburg, over the northern tip of Germany.

Shortly after we were over the sea we made a call to Syerston and landed safely there. We were all
relieved to be back and I wondered if all my ops were going to be as bad as this and for my first
operation it was a bit nerve wracking!”

The combat report filed afterwards reads as follows:

“At 21:47 hrs on 17th January 1943 Lancaster “W” of No. 106 Squadron was returning from its
Target — Berlin — position 13/14 miles SE of Kiel, height 7,000°, 180 ASI, course 3200, when the
mid-upper gunner observed an aircraft which he identified as a Ju 88, passing underneath our aircraft
about 500° below, from the port bow to the starboard quarter. Evasive action was ordered and the
enemy aircraft was lost. At this time visibility was good although the aircraft was flying at 7,000’
below cloud, which obscured the moon. The pilot had previously lost height to get away from
accurate searchlights and flak in the Lubeck area.



Height was again lost by evasive action to 5,000” and the rear gunner then reported an aircraft at about
1,000 yds range, dead astern and at the same level. This aircraft, which carried no lights, opened fire at
about 800 yds with cannon and machine gun.The fire was inaccurate going well above our own
aircraft. The gunners asked for “corkscrewing” evasive action and opened fire themselves when the
range had fallen to 400 yds. This aircraft was identified as a Ju 88. The attack was broken to starboard
and below, when the range was about 150 yds, both our gunners firing at the breakaway.

They claim that the 88 was hit repeatedly and this is verified by the W/Op who was stationed in the
astrodome. After the breakaway, corkscrewing was continued, but a second attack developed from the
starboard quarter and above. Owing to the excellence of the gunners commentary and co-operation
between them and the pilot the enemy fire this time was even more inaccurate. The pilot was able to
position his aircraft so that when he was at the bottom of the ‘corkscrew’ the Ju 88 was about 100’
above, and in such a position that both gunners had a perfect belly shot. The enemy aircraft was seen to
dive out of control, caught fire about 1,000° from the ground and was seen by our pilot and flight
engineer to blow up on hitting the ground.”

During these attacks there was no searchlight activity, no star shells or flares fired, no unusual
phenomena and no damage caused to our aircraft by the fighter. Immediatelyafter the attacks our
aircraft was caught by searchlights and heavily engaged by flak, being hit several times, and an engine
set on fire. The pilot dived his aircraft to ground level and the mid-upper and rear gunners engaged the
ground defences of Kiel canal zone firing continuously at the searchlights. The pilot believed that at
least 5 were extinguished when finally the aircraft got clear and returned on three engines.

In all about 1,200 rounds were fired from the rear turret and 800 from the mid-upper — there were no
stoppages.”1

The information in the above two pages supplied by Clive Smith, 106 Squadron historian. Clive can
be contacted on clive.smith@106squadron.com
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|_v,/xn .8.1eedhan, o 5 of aiming point.  Opposition very small and chief .
T T.Mellors ron m British convay encountered on homeward
Bgt W ATpr s ! n v njoyable. and P AT i Bt L
-sgtvammoaa Bomb Load: 4 x 100015 CP
J - s iiboraran : +0-gPfh hY
'Ianmster R5!+92| n.gt E.R,Markland ot
B ORI WA EiE - Peirly-good vistbi iy, RIvEN RHIHS PS1LoHS
bright moonlight and Dud Docks clearly seen,
“Bombdd Trom 13000 #eet and Tnoendiaries seen to ignite.
Actual position not noted but sooured A picturs of tha
2dming point. Opposition lighter than expected.
B Ioads 4k

1ty in picking
11000, Prot and the bmhn,vmm
believed o have fallen dn "h*’ town, There ap

t
be many fighters. Bomb Load: L x 1wD1b; ws:c(uh)

SET KU,
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OFFICE

DETANS OF SoRTIE oR FLigaT

t 1952

r/u D.J.Curtin

r' J,Aww

Sgt. B.

Sgt TiM:Connor

1y ahove cloud WHicH covered the target
Tdentified Wurmsee Lekes and made timed.
» dropping borbs from 8000 feet. Bombs

|...aeen. %0, explods. but Aot plotted, ary quieb-brép-exsept-

over target where flak was very aoccurate, I

Bk 10
St

[ BEt CIRIPrsE
R

T
| sgt © parclay

| YT. (o

|
Rl i

‘Bomb-Toad: 4 -x 1000k} RgBC(4Ie)

10/1 Oths oloud at 4OOC feet, Hurmsee j,ﬁgmm‘md._ﬂm

“8gt J.Aelker |1

and confirmed by Pathfinier Flares - made timed rum from
5 fiiakad. from 9000, feet. buk. recults-not-seen- awkngd
clr_vuﬂ wiioh spoiled waat might have beem a good |

Lancaster B5914

Hl

up- from 500
PlnL very accurate owver tu-pt
Bl Load: 100016} RE8e(R16) I

b3 o e

| denbifIsd, taks 1dsntified by Paihfinder Flares sof

tidmed.
fro:\ 10000 fuet were not seen. Fires seen burning under
| £t deft

TWTUEE TN E

1u,fmma cloud red tar ould not be dsfinite

un. was. made. from. there.... Results of. bombd

4 x 10001b; hSBO(41b)
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Tio. 106 Squad

SECRET

Aucrarr
PATE | Ty & Nussen

Detans or Sorre or FLiGAT

believed
m;wt:md .tnzl.r beavy and intense.flak...]
were encountered.

SLight Rase.  Haw FFF
_from 17000 feet at 21.19hrs.

Pacz No....

hm.h, in centre of town.

|'sgt n.»anslj.n

|
Lencaster BS7AS | Sgt A.z.ucnunala
|

Tt B

Spt R Lind sy
Sgt Gwleonard

Sgt KR Clampitt
Set. Rela Oven

202 gt JLeIrvine

| 8gt S.Cordery
| 2 ;

Sgt
Sgt S.d. Birch

Sgt L.Ieadbitier

"'Lancaster EDJ03 ng P.N.Reed
‘ P/O Culr-Jones -
- ‘S;.;t J.k:oulm.\pe

SEE ¥
| Sgt A, Thomas

~5/10ths thin cloud; azy.
was in sights when
hours.” Own
_..mere seen in

bmmm1mmt-t2105

results not seen but many fires

_target arva.. “heavy. dti

over mtch coast but avoided most of the heavy flak over

Bomb Loads—4-x-40001b; - 128B0(43b)s—

_bombs,
“i/COperator

went out of control and Captain,

suddenly went
alireraft had been Kt by flak
li-aim abandoned,

&/ UpF Guner

Lencaster Wi118 ' R/Sgt V,G. Haveard

S;t C. G. Noble

g | sgt mx)me J.
| gt FeRyloen-
Sgt J.1ee

i Operator-
#/Upr Gunner

"Flt Engineer
ku@m

SEt EPETY

“Lancaster K5751'f‘ 556D L Thsapean
- . Set_1. B Jobnstons
F/O ;’.V R.hLvez-s
- R/0.

|
I

Suttom
T Sgt J.Picken

“Captain”

W/ Upr Gunrer

Resr Guiner

Ft Engineer |
Havigator

/10&:; olam some ground hage,
% mwaﬂm:m;mwmfm feat

Target located by

Own bombs not geen to burst Wut..

PR T —
Wi/Operator

f :nre were several large fires and ﬂ: q:-uuum
- med.quite successful... Very 1i:
Bomb Load:

Load: 1x l.ooon.; 1311:(1.11)

1

|
Reer Gunner i
|
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BY .....3000 106, SGuadding Sreneber

(astrs Wi gessé B s TS 200 Fon i MONTH OF .S

‘ Tise
Dows

Dare DetanLs or Sowt or Fricnr

AIRCRAFT
Tyre & Nomaer

~ At 4 20% Pebraery- ‘E‘E

Lancaster R56L2. |82t G 2 S

S Flt Snginesr
- e IR = i | Mg satting oowes adleren trokle dewloped and
!Sgt 14 Drensfield | Air Bouber o aBARAne

BB z
|Sgt R.B.Grea: | %/Upr Gunner

T SEE PRy REEW CUMEE

) 10/10ths cloul at 12000 feet, Marker flares seen
S Davidaon e e GBS AL WH Bibe Wewe” AXoped TYoE 13000
3. Wb Adp, Bowk f’;tk;t 3
- e
e Bevan :V/Of’ eraton | — but.one or._two bursts were very olose..
s i Bosb Load: 1 x 40OOIb;
AsBsBracegirdle | Rear Gunner - - 12.880(301b) S

T R pitse 2} 2 o 40/10ths cloud over wmwa@.m by
Havigator. thiinder t
Alr Homber

jperi =
SeJ.Springate E/Upr Gunuer

e o 3 L— _cloud. Flak not very heavy. Jﬁ:lxm
2P Bryce Rear Curmer i , 12 ( ltlb)

13th=tlth

Lancaster. 367, .5/Q % Picken in. 8.4 T e WL W

Sgb JuP. L. iiilson E neex ...arrival, Target in sights, bombed fram 12000 tont m
own bursts not d.lstinzuiah.blo. Photograph take

mfyﬂr{ mas obviously. very.
No toworry bout.

-Bomsb-Toad:—A4SBO(AIN)

Tansssses iy il s g T Mo cloud, visibility good but smoks hase.

Target
Tocated vispally and was held in bomb-sights when
_heombing from 9500 feet.  Own hombing results nof seen .
but mminbmb-fﬂlhdmkmn. ph

SOOHENE. £1' v ool I revealed fire tracks, - Very 1-at im0k, Ho
| sgt ]re 1in 4 opposition of consequence.
| g .‘3~. i I j. oo D et s ANABOGN

Feferancei=

AIR  27/8% ]
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- " feet. Rear gunner saw incendiaries burst. Many large
"‘7;_‘2""":’5!' fires seen in target area and it was that the
/Cperato 8s spparent that the

LA et VNI Was sucoessful
1/Upr Gumer Bamb Load: 14SBC(41b)
Rear Guwmer - e head

OPERATIONS RECORD BOOK

DETAIL OF WORK CARRIED OUT
By Ho».. 105 Somdson, Sy . %

[ssat Weunsi—ss Goooe glar TS 00 For THE MONTH OF . FEbIUATH-.

Date

. Dury - Detans or SorTE oR FLIGHT
Tyre & Nouser

BOLETIC

ey | M6 aRs bik sonaidetabls mmoks.  Target identified
Serrigator | . ¥isually by estuary and light of fires... Bombed.from.....
e 12000 feet but no results seen - ocertain, Mowever, that
Alr Bomber o bambs. fell in-the. & Pap— '-—‘Md—m"-i ittt
,‘f/;-;r;‘;;_,__: suocesaful - apparently the whole of Lorient was aliies.

Resr Gumner — = Bomty Toad: 1" X 800018,

!

¥ . - m:; wtn:xxet loontsd visually. without
Bevagstor B not_distinguishable. 4 fut Joak m Sowe hmh

pilot's first sortie as Captain,

Captain
s i

- Bomb-Toad:
Szt HeJones i t o . 2 =

.L&m..-""!:rﬁ.xl;zﬁ Sgt.CeR.Price WGSBS O, 1 XL A - P38
'sgt % 1 ieLeery gl g e oo SrEFCing soks

apd 1 s
oof‘aet-unz.ooonm'nnmum Bak
...over. the target was negligible-and -the-attack was both |
conoentrated and successful,

v fomb Tosdy 1 x 40001Y; “128BO(41b)
|

Gunner
e q:erntw

Captain
ey

B i
1 e\ minutes taking “m
|

|..Ho.cloud, wisibility very good. . Target.in m}:—hd‘
| from 12000 feet at 22,42 hours but own results unoh-rndJ
Photograph- of- factory- buildings 4000 yards-S.By-of Alming-!
Point. Fires were quite large and this appeared to
Baanother M ghly suscssaful operation. - Not much flsk
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By ..

Amcrart
DAt | pypr & Nussen Koo

DeTaLs or Sorte or Frcnt

— f —
2tbe. = léb.. FPebrusry (cohtinued) -

| B/Lfaa P L H .

I " ]
| sl ‘ SgteCells 7o Baker,
- BLO-Foe-Yu

* Boubed

E g
¥/Sgtedelnquhart,

hours ang-bowbsseento

ir B - W
Aidr Bomger, rra il covered ths

n/sgt C-V.Pryor.

sSSPl EFID = Ho

peratars
r;/’: Cunners

gt I

e, Mo G
wp/o .H.J.F almd:or.

agtw .lad_ulan.

'

=

L = i . N (S 1))

Gaptain

hm‘i.vms\‘.e.

T CunEry

Captadia.

SgtaR.Raarkland,
Sgte J.E. Prost.
F/O.PeVeRa- Myers.
gt L.D"lhsﬁuld.

F1¢, Bngineer.
Havigators

Ai_" Bomber,

b
'/‘C Gummer,
Rear (UnDeT.

Cepieine. .
Flt.Enginger.
Kevigatar,
Adr Bouber.
W/Operators
K/U Gunner,
B/Cursiers
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By .No..106 Squacron,.Syerston..

Fox e Mot or FebEUary .

SECRET Pace No.. 24!

1063

Dare o umcaarr | © Casw I Dory |T TT‘“‘D"? [ Derans or SoriE on Fricar ’ Rereresces.
- | [ | | |

~.-A8th:17th Februsry 1963 ! -BOMEING . =

lancaster. usi’ 18.30 ‘ 01,00 s

[

I 1}

[EBTER— | -

18.30 | 01.50 | o um, mnusqy excellent. Target

located wisually.
1 gights = dropped Bombs from 11000 feet

;Inm.-n&*ﬂ Own results not cbserved owing to u—-rlo

of the attack as it c*vmdﬂnm -Oppesition | .. ... i
v-rypor
- Bomb Load; -1-%-4000Lb; 12880 (41W)-

Lancaster W86 P/it W.J.Picken
Sgt J.P.L.Wilsom
Sgt L.Hhilson

Sgt Gl Powell W/upr
F/agt D.5.Mitchell  Bear Guaner

hbi.ng P n6 cloud, excellent |

pertect,
Tvisibility.  Target Sdentified’ ﬂlunlly and by red
boubs. _Pombed

marker which were on aiming point.

12000 feet at 20.49 hours but results whl;
observed = belisved, however, that cwn bosb fell near.
aiming point, Light defences, successful trip.
-x-40001h; 4238 (43)

18,00

2315

To cloud, bright -xnllg,ht. r-rpt located vuunll.y |
and by Red Marksr bomb...
nisht-,ﬂrvpmibmb-h-MOOOM“a-um |
“bomb-was- seen-te-burst-in-butl t-up-area:—— Not s great— p———
&d of Wsiﬁm end on the whole, the trip was rnﬁgr
trul Bosb Losd: 1 x 400008} ﬂnu:(un) -------- *

Lancaster ED360 |

F/Sgt L.J.Burpee

gt
| Sat T.Jaye
| Sgt

Sgt W.C.A.Long

F/3gt J.G.Bredy.

805 | 2

Yery. clesr, scme smoke haze ever target...: i
release point flares seen, also "T,I." which was in

9 265
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Ko cloud, dmcmmrmu-nusty R!l-rhr
bowbs seen sround alming point and owd bowbs were aimed |
at the middle Mx of them from 13000 feet, Results mot

g88E
pERs

i

lodoud,dnr,pwnlhnﬂm Target ldentirisd
visually and T.I. bombs seen, These were in sights whem
.~ borbirg from 17000 feet and own boubs were scen to burst.'
Photograph covered sn area 5 milss fro eiming peint. ..
Good trip and believed quite succeaful

Bomb Load: 1 X 4000Lb;-125BC(k1%)

gHERE £8

88
?.;..
i

Tancaster B5749. 2/0 1uC. T Memdackel Captain - 2 No cloud, good visibility, Town md docks dentitied
G, k. meriker bosbs alsc ssen,  Bombsd m-lhmm
‘Bomber from 11.600 feot M no results wers observed.
"' ¥R I0XF He howsd flares, smsll built-up area and fields,

H, Buxtan
o T mresn W . Bosb Load: 1.x 400QIh;. wmmw
Sgt H.Jones

" Lancaster E0596 ¥/it E.Lsapmrd  Gap o ;
or e ¥o cloud, bright mocnlight, v:m.ﬁlfe_v pod.h I‘;r:m

Was no where near own aircraft. Fleasant and
Bomb- Load: 1 x 40001b; im(u})

Nuthmg was h:-vmm tma n.muft after luvi.ng Base. |
FATLED T0 RETURN.

. = —
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1, Sy=rston. %

goin Wi aniess Gome e TS e For tue Moxts or Pebruary .

Dits AIRCRAFT .
Tyre & Numses - —1 Derans or Sorme or FLIGHT

On the night of February 18™, 1943 Lancaster R5750 took off from RAF Syerston on a raid to
bomb Wilhelmshaven in Germany. Ted Parry was in his usual place as tail gunner and the rest of the
crew consisted of the regular members who had been flying with him for a number of months. Sgt.
Markland had in fact been his most regular pilot since August of 1942 while training on
Manchesters and Wellingtons.

The last poignant entry of the log states simply “Nothing was heard from this aircraft after leaving
base. FAILED TO RETURN.”

Just 20 days from receiving notification of his Distinguished Flying Medal, Edward Parry died
somewhere between Wilhelmshaven and his home base of RAF Syerston.

The award that had pleased him so much and that he wrote home to his parents about so that they
would hear it from him and not on the regular radio broadcasts informing the nation of the awards
made to their heroes was never presented to him. He was obviously so proud to think that he and his
parents would go to Buckingham Palace to receive it. Dreams shattered less than three weeks later.
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A sense of despair and grief only emboldened by the subsequent communication to Ted's parents by
the Air Ministry and RAF.
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Scant repayment in exchange for the life of a son and hero.
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