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First MName Alan Harry

Surneme PR FOAMORE

Rpnk, Hireman

Service Reyal Navy

SEWi;:r /MY 62075

Ship HMS Royal Sovereign

Date of ODeath Ird September 1940

Age Age 24

Family Son of Arthur and
Floris Mellie Evelyn
Fridmore, of
Feterboraugh,
Northamptonshire

(ommemorated ((HATHIAM WATAL
MEMORIAL, Kent
United Kingdom
Fanel 39, (olumn 1

Cempaign {93945 War Medal
Medals 193945 Star
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More information about HMS Roval Soversign
Formed: 1786
Disbanded: 1825

The first ship of the fleet in action at Trafalgar on 21
Cictober 1805, she led one column of warships; Nelson's
Victory led the other. Due to the re-coppering of her hull
prior to her arrival off Cadiz, Royal Sovereign was a
considerably better sailer in the light winds present that
day than other vessels, and pulled well ahead of the
rest of the fleet. &s she cut the enemy line alone and
engaged the Spanish three decker Santa Ana, Nelson
pointed to her and said, 'See how that noble fellow
Collingwood carries his ship into action!” At
approximately the same moment, Collingwood
remarked to his captain, Edward Rotheram, “What
would Melson give to bhe here?’

Roval Sovereign and Santa &na duelled for much of the
battle, with Santa Ana taking fire from fresh British
ships passing through the line, including HMS Mars and
HMS Tonnant, while nearby French and Spanish vessels
fired on Royal Sovereign, Santa Ana struck at 14:15,
having suffered casualties numbering 238 dead and wounded after battling Royval Sovereign
and HMS Belleisle, The Roval Sovereign lost her mizzen and mainmasts, her foremast was badly
damaged and much of her rigging was shot away, &t 2.20 pm Santa Ana finally struck to Royal
Sovereign, Shortly afterwards a boat came from Yictory carrying Lieutenant Hill, who reported
that MNelson had been wounded, Realising that he might have to take comrmand of the rest of
the fleet and with his ship according to his report being "perfectly unmanegeable”, by 3 pm he
signalled for the frigate Euryvalus to take Roval Sovereign in tow. Euryalus towed her round to
support the rest of the British ships with her port-side guns, and became engaged with
combined fleet’'s van under Pierre Dumanoir le Pelley, as it came about to support the collapsing
centre, Fire from the lead ships shot away the cable between the Roval Sovereign and the
Eurvalus, and the latter ship made off towards Victory, Roval Sovereign exchanged fire with the
arriving ships, until Collingwood rallied several relatively undamaged British ships around Royal
Sovereign, and Dumanoir gave up any attempt to recover some of the prizes, and made his
escape at 4.30pm.

At 4,40 pm one of Victory's boats, carrying Captain Henry Blackwood and Lieutenant Hill came
alongside and Blackwood reported Nelson’s death to Collingwood, This left Collingwood in
cormmand of the fleet, and with a storm rising, and disregarding Nelson's final order to bring the
fleet to anchor, Collingwood ordered Blackwood to hoist the signal to all ships to come to the
wind on the starboard tack, and to take disabled and captured ships in tow, Royal Sovereign
was by now almost or totally unmanageable and virtually uninhabitable. A= she had most of her
masts shot away she could not make signals. Having his ship too much disabled by enemy fire
at just before of 6 prm Collingwood, who had succeeded Melson in cormmmand of the fleet had to
transfer himself and his flag to the frigate Eurvalus, while Euryalus sent a cable across and ook
Roval Sovereign in tow for second time, At the end of the action Collingwood signalled from the
frigate to the rest of the fleet to prepare to anchor, HMS Neptune took over the tow an 22
october, and was replaced by HMS Mars on 23 Cctober, The loss sustained by the Royal
Sovereign was tolerably severe, she had one lieutenant, her master, one lieutenant of marines,
two midshipman, 29 seamen and 13 marnes killed, two lieutenants, one lieutenant of marnnes,
one master’s mate, four midshipman, her boatswain, 69 seamen and 16 marines wounded,
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First Weme  ANN

Surname PR A ORE

Fpnk Civilian
Nationality (Nvilian Wor ©ead

Regiment (ivilian War @ead

Oate of

09/05 /1041
Death /05/.

Cempaign 193945 War Medol
Medals 193945 Siar

Family AGED 10 MONTHY; OF

In tion 10 CHARNWOOD
TERRAOE, RYELAND
CRES OENT
OQAVGHTER OF GNE,
T HERBERT
PRIOMORE, R A,
AND OF FLORENDE
ANNTE PRIOMORE.
AT CHARNWOOD
TERRACE.
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First Name ELT7ZABETH

HAEBSTER,
Surname PR IOAMORE
Rpank, Civilian

Nufionality  (Civilian Wor ©Oead

Regiment Civilian War ©ead

Age 73
Oate of
Death 20/01/1945

Cempaign 193945 HWor Medal

e dols 1930-45 Star
Family OF 4 FOSE A TAENTIE,
in £10mn HOODFEORD. OIFED

AT 4 ROSE ATARNTME
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First Wame FLORENCE ANNIE
Surname PR OO RE

Rank (ivilian

Wationality (vilian Woar @ead

Regiment Civilian Wor ®ead

Age 2F
Date of
Death 09/05 /1941

Cempaign 193945 War Medal
Medals 193945 Star

Family OF 10 CHARNWOOD

in tion TERRACE, RYELAND
CRESOENT.
DAUVGHTER. OF
HERBERT W., AND
FLORENCE A.
HARPER, OF 7
DERUWENT STREET,
WIFE OF GNR, T.
HERBERT
PRIDMORE, B, R
DIED AT
CHARNWOOD
TERRAE.
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Royal Fusiliers (London Regiment) during \
World War 2 » ::j -

WwW?2 Battalions of Royal Fusiliers { City of London)
Regiment
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1st Battalion
The Battalion were active in the Middle Eastern and

remstisnst b o ot b e Bt bges smdudmmat African campaign and in the Italian campaign.
1943 the Battalion and 2nd Battalion almost fought
alongside each other at the Battle of Monte Cassino
First Name FREDERICK 2nd Battalion
THOMAS 1940: the Battalion were engaged throughout the
withdrawal through Belgium and France where the
Surname PR IOMORE remnants were evacuated from Dunkirk
1943 the Battalion and 1st Battalion almost fought
Renk Fuscilier alongside each other at the Battle of Monte Cassino
) 7th Battalion (Royal London Regiment of Militia)
BTG 6460842
Number 8th ( 15t City of London) Battalion
The Battalion were active in the Middle Eastern and
Wﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬂj @ricich African campaign and in the Italian campaign
- L oth (2nd City of London ) Battalion
Regiment Royal Eﬁ:ﬂfw_rs The Battalion were active in the Middle Eastern and African campaign and in the Italian
(London Regiment) campaign
dditional ;
A * 2nd Battalion
Regiment Info
Age 37
@ate of Death  29/04/1943
Cempaign 193945 War Medal
Medals 193945 Star
Family ®arents: Bailey and
m £ion (ntherine Fridmore.
e e
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FirsE Wame  JOHN HORANE

Surname PR A ORE
Rpnk, Captain
Service

e 28832

Nationality @rifish

REFUREnE Pioneer (orps

Age 40

g:f ;f 27/07/1944

Campaign ~ 1939-45 War Medal
Medals 193945 Siar

Family SON OF HUGH AND

n tion JESSIE PRIOMORE;
HUISBAND OF
WELLTE A
PRIDMORE, OF
SOUTHIER,
HAMESHITRE.
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More information about Pioneer Corps
Foarmed: 1940
Disbanded: 1946

In September 1939, a number of infantry and cavalry
reservists were formed into Works Labour Caompanies,
These, in October 1939 became the Auxziliary Military
Pioneer Corps (AMPC), and a Labour Directorate was
created to control labour matters. On 22 November
1940 the name was changed from the AMPC to the
Ploneer Carps.

Pioneers were recruited from throughout &frica,
Mauritius and India. They performed a3 wide variety of
tasks in all theatres of war, These tasks ranging from
handling all types of stores, laying prefabricated track
on the beaches and stretcher-bearing. They also
worked under Engineer supervision on the construction
of the Mulberry Harbour and laid the Pipe Line Under
the Ccean (PLUTO), constructed airfields, roads and
erected bridges. Hardly known today 1s the fact that
many thousands of Germans and Austrians joined the
Pioneer Corps to assist the allied war efforts and

liberation of their home countries, These were mainly Jews and political opponents of the Nazi
Fegime who had fled to Britain while It was still possible, including the cinematographer Sir Ken
Adarm, These men - often dubbed "The King's Most Loval Enemy aliens' - later moved on to
serve 1n fighting units like the Roval Fusiliers, Roval Tank Corps and even with the RAF Serving
as German nationals in the British forces was particularly dangerous, since, in case of taken
captive, with a high probability they would have been executed as trators by the Germans.
&lzo, the nurmber of German-born Jews joining the British forces was exceptionally high, Until
the end of the war, one of seven Jewish refugees from Germany had joined the British forces.,
Especially their profound knowledge of the German language and customs proved to be very
useful, & lot of them served 1n the administrative bodies of the Brtish occupation army 10

Germany atter the war
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First Wame  FOHN K ENNETH

Surneme PR FOMMORE
Rpnk Flying Officer
(W. Op. [Rir Gnr.)
Service
Fo 182042

Nationality  @ritish

Regiment Royal Air Force
Tolunteer Reserve

Age 30
Date of
Death 09/02/1945

Cempaign 193945 HWoar Medal

Medals 193945 Star
Family Farents: William
in fion  Thomas Fridmore and

Ethel Pridmore, of
feeds, Yorkshire. Of

(Cenada.
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More information about Eoyal &ir Force Yolunteer Reserve
Farmed: 1936

The RAFYE was formed in July 1936 to provide individuals to supplement the Auxiliary Air Force
(&AF) which had been formed in 1925 by the local Terrtonal Associations, The AAF was
organised on a Squadron basis, with local recruitrnent similar to the Territarial &y Regiments,
Initially the RAFYE was composed of civilians recruited from the neighbourhoods of Reserve
Flving Schoaols, which were run by civillan contractors who largely employed as instructors
mermbers of the Reserve of &ir Force Officers (RAFD), who had previously completed a four vear
short service commission as pilots in the RAF Mavigation instructors were mainly former master
mariners without any air experience, Recruits were confined to men of between 18 and 25
vears of age who had been accepted for part time training as Pilots, Observers and Wireless
DOperators. The object was to provide a reserve of aircrew for use in the event of war. By
September 1939, the RARVE comprised 6,646 Pilots, 1,625 Observers and 1,946 Wireless
Dperators

When war broke out in 1939 the Air Ministry employed the RARYE as the principal means for
alrcrew entry to serve with the RAF A& civilian volunteer on being accepted for aircrew training
took an oath of allegiance ('attestation') and was then inducted in to the RARYE. Normally he
returned to his civiian job for several months until he was called up for aircrew training. Durng
this waiting period he could wear a silver RAFRYE lapel badge to indicate his status.,

By the end of 1941 more than half of Bomber Command aircrew were members of the RARVE,
Most of the pre-war pilot and observer NCO aircrew had been commissioned and the surviving
regular officers and members of the RAFD filled the posts of flight and squadron commanders.
Eventually of the "RAF" aircrew 1n the Command probably more than 95% were serving
members of the RAFVE,

During 1943, the decision was taken by the Air Ministry to raise an order for members of the
RAFVE to remove the brass and cloth "“R's worn on the collars and shoulders of officers and
other ranks (respectively), as these were viewed as being divisive. Mo similar order was raised
for members of the Auxiliary &ir Force, who retained their '&'s on uniforms at that time.
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