The Tragedy of John Pridmore

On the 18™ July 1830, Henry Pridmore was born in Bourne, Lincolnshire. He was the son
of James Pridmore and Elizabeth Ward and the grandson of John Pridmore and Ann
Durham.

Henry grew up into what seems to have been the family profession of rope making and
harness making around the local area and presumably further afield when taken on at the
hiring fairs.

Henry met and married Harriette York(e) in 1850. Harriette originated in Stoke Dial in
Northamptonshire and the pair proceeded to raise a total of 13 children both in Bourne
and in Australia:-

Name Born
William Bourne
John Bourne
Henry Bourne
Daniel Bourne
Sarah Anne Bourne
Henry Bourne
William Brunswick
Thomas Brunswick
Joseph Brunswick
James Brunswick
Alfred Brunswick
Arthur Brunswick
William Brunswick

At some point after 1860, (Henry’s birth
year), the family emigrated to Australia.
Second born son, John, would have been
between 9 and 13 years of age when he
started his new life down under. | have not as
yet found their exact date of passage but am
convinced it was not via a convict ship or the
rest of the family would have stayed at home
in all probability.

John met and married Annie Jane Griffiths (b 1852) on December 26™ 1873. John was a
sheep shearer and Annie was the daughter of Samuel and Bridget Griffiths (nee Ruddy),
both of whom had found their way to Australia due to their criminal records.



Samuel had been a miner by trade in his native Staffordshire but had been in trouble with
the law on several occasions. On the 3" January 1843, he was sentenced to 7 years
transportation with 18 months hard labour for stealing 12 Ibs of cheese and some
potatoes. His ship sailed on June 22" 1843 and arrived on October 15" that year.

He was described as 5 feet 3 %%, aged 22, ruddy complexion, brown hair and brown eyes,
tattoos on his right hand and left arm. He was sullen and of bad character whilst on ship
and was placed in irons for assault on board. He was apparently no better after he had
arrived in Australia, committing numerous offences after he was granted probation in
April 1845, ranging from assault, theft and drunken disorderliness. He was then
sentenced to spend time at Port Arthur in chains and hard labour.

This continued for many years, long past his original sentence, which should have ended
by 1854. His final ticket of leave was not issued until 5 years later in December 1859.

Bridget Ruddy was also transported from Louth in Ireland in 1852 for 5 offences of theft
involving 2 fowls and a number of potatoes. It appears that she married Patrick Nowland
in 1854, received a pardon in 1855 and then married Samuel Griffiths in 1856 while he
was on a ticket of leave.

John and Annie had 7 children between 1874 and 1886 and John continued to be a sheep
shearer. The story goes that John spent a lot of time working away from home leaving
Annie with the children. Annie had been befriended by a well off family in the town and
regularly received cast off clothing from them but there was also a woman who had her
eyes on John and in order to cause unrest between John and Annie, she told John that
Annie was seeing other men and receiving new clothes as a result. When John walked in
and found her trying on a dress on July 16" 1901, his rage enveloped him and he drew a
gun and shot her dead.

There are a number of press cuttings in relation to the tragedy that add other details and
lead to other interpretations of the events but suffice it say that John was tried for the
murder and found guilty and sentenced to death. It appears that this sentence was
commuted to a jail term and he returned home over twenty years later.

Reading into the reports, Annie and John must have been going through a rocky period of
their marriage as Annie had obtained a protection order against John at some point.
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THE BRUNSWICK TRAGEDY.

Pridmore still Alive.

John Pridmore, who killed :his wife at
Brunswick: yesterday and then shot himself,
.is still alive, but is in a critical state. One ot
the bullets has broken in his head.

It is stated by the solicitor who acted for
Pridmore in the recent court case brought, by
his wife that if Mrs. Pridmore had not obtained
tho protection order there would have

been no murder.



Here John is in hospital after turning his gun on himself after shooting Annie
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THE BRUNSWICK TRAGEDY.
PRIDMORE IMPROVING.

dobn Pridmore, the man who shot  his
wife and attempted to eammil swivile on
Monday morning, wias much betier yoster-
dav, nrul thern i a8 possibility of his reeo
Ve It has wol been delinitely ascer-
pained whether sither of the bullets lodged
i the brndm, e in his present condition it
w ol desmed  advishle  ta probe the
wonmte. A constable lus been placed on
dute m Ahe word, but Prilmore has not
shown any dmeliation (o talk, and avoids
any mentun of e frawedy.  He complaine
ol severe pains in the neck, uhhnuw the
werttnids i the head mppear to catise him to
wmxlety.  The patient s under the cnre nf
Pr Mours, und unless septic poisoning sets
o hos, i that gentleman's opimion, o {air
chutioe of Fecuvery,

The manest on the hody of Mre, Prid-
meore will be opened This morming st the
Murgue, before Llr, Meorrison, fistret eorn
ner, and an ad josenment will be applied for
until the {\u-lu:‘lut’a condition |« hmttrh
wsrertanet post-moriem examination
try D, Neild yesteniay showed that death
wine die to a hullet wound in the heart, al
thomgh a quantity o bloed in the head
made it at firel appear that o balley had
peneteated the hraim,
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THE BRUNSWICK TRAGEDY.

By September 4™ it would appear that John Pridmore had recovered sufficiently to be
brought to trial for his crime.

Interestingly, his occupation was given as wood-splitter and the earlier suspicion of John
that his wife was having affairs is born out in the testimony of his son, who confirmed
that they had lived apart for some time.



THE BKUNSWICK mGBDY.
— ——
, PRIDMORE_COMMITTED FOR
MURDRR

The domestic tragedy which occurred at
Brunawick on July 18, when Jobhn Prid-
more, & wood-wplitter, shot his wife dead
at ber rewidence, and sfterwards uttempled
to take his own life, wan the subject of an
inquest ot the Morgue yesterday, before

caroner for  Bourke, Mr. Morrison,
.M, Bub-inspector Uraves appeared for
the police, Mr, F, Hickford for Pridmpre,
who waw present in custody, and Mr. J,
Bhannon for his childdren,

The evidence of the Pridmore family,
the youngest of whom is 18 years of nge,
showed ¢ the father and mother _had
lived apart for some time, owing to Prid-
more having had some idea that his wile
wes unfaithiul—an jden which the witnesses

d was quite without foundation.  Mrs.
Pridmore had_obtamed lml.llvlll‘ﬁllll order
agninst her husband, and the dmputed
awnershnp of certain furniture had led to
legal [omadmg bhetween Pridmwre and
his eldest son Arthur. During the exami-
nation of Arthur Pridmore Mr. Hickford
nxked whut Mr, Shannon had o do with
the investigation.

Mr, Shunnen explained that the children
denired to protect the name of their mother
if woy mtempt were made to throw dis-

it ll!)ﬂ‘li .

The Crroner said that the faet that the
woman ultained a protection order might
be taken i u l‘lrwl' that she deweryed it.

The story of the trageay itsell was (old
hy John Thomas idmote, n won of the

censed. AL a quarter tn 10 o'clock on the
marmng  of  the lruwlgﬂ!!e heard his
father's vois in the kitchen, and imme
dintely afterwnnds the report of a firearm,
Hushing into the kitehen, he il his
mother dead on the fluor, and his father
with n revolver pointed nt hiv own hvad,
The won fought for the weapon, but Prid-
more dragged himself free, and firml
bllel min hin birain,  Nubwequently in the
Melbourne  Hospital he  exp BOFTOR
that he had not killed himwell,  Pridmors
lad todd witness that be had engoged &
female detective to wateh  the e,
He alwiye corried a revalver o protect
himeedf 1 the bush, and used to practise
firing ul u keromene-tin, b

Corrobarative  evidence  wns oven  hy
Meney Prodmore, snother of  the family,
anil Canstaliles slﬂlllli'lh aml Barclay.

Annn Budhelz, provite inguiry  agent,
statsl she wis snstrocted by Pridmone to
ke iuirics regnrding his wife,  ller
et ruetions were confident in)

The Caroner. - Yon canmt clam prive
Tewe, wiol st therefore, give f\‘ltlwlt
You peed not mention nimes. < )

Witness waid that Pradmore had given n-
strnetions too hor fo wateh lie wafe, nnd
neeertmm whether she was Faithful,  She
hadd mot time to obey Yin instructions, pmd
oy vport to lim, e bl anstewcted
w Gtaly 20 bt b makd Lheee was oo

Hee hwd pad witness L8, amd she
€2 more when she gol rome

lier
Yimrry
wnas T get
infirmatinn

Mre. Shovumon,—Yoan lave done nnthing
for the wmoney, nnd  you silvertis wdvice
frow. 10 1 winlerstand you made no efort
I I found our nothing,
menis.
thisn wan her
usunl contraet with elients, She had not
i-mnl--pnl anyhody, but had written a
eller,

Mr Shannon.—Do you think you nrw
to hohl €8 For which you e
dame nothaog? ~That ix not for you to ask,
That w n matter between Mr. Prdmore

and myselll
Keddon, of  Brupswick, who

tonatable
hond wimitesl  Pridmore in the  Melbourne
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Conatable Reddon, of  Brupswick, who
had visinsl  Pridmore in the  Melbourne
Hempatal and the Giaol Hospital, sad that
the acctsed had told him his wife had not
anewired two  or three lotters he wrote
vew Nouth Wales eoneerning s se
o ik won, He had alen eaid that
1 her house on the morning of the
tengedy with nay intention of harming her,
wrnl Vit he vemembersd nothing of the eir
pitanstanees,  Witness had known P'rodmore
v osuber and  industrious man for 14

N ears

" The  serused  veserved his defence, and
wfger o beief summing-up by the roroner
the gury retarned 0 verdict  of wilful
merrdir,  Prdmore was then formally com-
wittedd for teinl at the Crimnal Conrt on
the 15th inst.

The next report is from the criminal court where John is sentenced to death.
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2 i subeird the evidence, had fonnd the pri-

soner guilty. He did not feel the slightest |

m BBUNSW(CK TBAG‘DYO ‘!Li:.m_ I-t‘-“{“ the WI'“:I('!'. mnnuer.n:ll Ifidni

- . who e comdurt, thatji rsnner regrebied |

PRIDMORE GUILTY OF MURDER. N‘\'mulhﬂ:ﬂ'wnoio:\Iu!.‘-}l‘..li!lr-:' b ;.;I .!--a:f.l Bt
- |4 wae his duiy, whoe @ conld not eses pe

o SENTENCERTO DEATIL |6 S i e

r. Justice Hodggs and a J'ury of 12, Jahn 1

more was chorged with murdering his

wife, Annie Jane Pridmore, at Daviesirect,

Brunswick, on Julﬁlld.

AMr. Finlayeon, Q.C., prosecuted for the
Crown. Mr. Maxwell tnstinered by Messes,
Hickford and Balmer) appeared for the ae

cused,

The principal witnesses for the Urown
were Dr, Nevd, accused's twn soow (dohn
"l;l‘::omn and Henry), and a netghibour, Mra,

ne.

The deferee sought th show that the state
of mind of the accnsed was suchi at the time
of the ocourrence that he was ot respon-
isible for his actions, His wicee, Ruth Ann
Crang, produced a l‘o‘{l{' of u letter whioh he
went 1o his wife 1n May last, in which the
following words occnrred: —

Y4 o | heg ot you to return home, Tot yom
dom't know how miserabls | oam. B omalies e
beal ke & lonely outeast, Surely you have not
lest all your dove [or mie, sfier S5 many years
tegrother,” Think of wvue dear Jrgls daughter If
ity Ay awar fram hame (0omdy e Lo psens of
dolng s-m+ Darm jn ¥ears 0 cotne 10 her. 1 can:
wot believe that your heart b hardensd against
me, for miy lova is as fress for you e it cvoe
was, 1 hope you will give these words full con-
widetariom, for pur family’'s sake. 1 promise you
taat 0 owill pever menllon ieas aniappy Limos 1o

vou in the fature. . . . . I you winld enly meot
mie, atal talk the matter over, we mitlhl SOOI T
10 @ hetter and happior anding. snd me

an  answer 4o Ghls, and mve e s ol my

Mr. Godirey, Government medical offices
st the Melbourne Guol, sail aveused com-
vlained ot slgeplemness and pains in the
hend. There was no evidence of mental
disturbance, vxcept depression. 11 accu
had suffered from insomnia and pains in the
hewt for some weeks, and wae worried over
family matters, it was possible for him to
whoot His wile and himseli without knowing
what he wam do::r'

Mr. Justice H . in summing wp, wad
that apart from the question of the state
of the avcused’s mind (here was abundant
evidenee of malice.  If the jury believed
that he was in such a state of mind when
be did the deed that he did not know
what he wan doing it would be their duty
to find Tim ot gwilty on the ground of
inssnity.  Aecording to i children he was
a goold hushand and fond father, The jury
wou'd have ta determine whether the lrtter
ot i was genuwine, it had been manu- |
factured for the pospose of making evi-
dence it wonld indieate a diabolical, deli- |
herate murder, bot of 1t was a true expros- |
wiot of the man's feelings at the vme, ic|
wonld show that he would not then harbaar
ane thought of doing harm to s woman
toved and cherished, The words ntbeibutisd
by huw son, John, 1o the acoused just afier
the deceased woman was shot— "My Clod!
Uve done tt' She has wronged me Loese
three years —were most anportant,  for
they showed he remembered then what had
woveked him o the deed. They scemed 10
show, to o erriain extent, Thit his ing Was
there, but they might also have been the
outearne of n trenky,

The jury reiuined a verdwet of guity of
murder ;

I'ridmore, when asked if he bad anvthing
tn =ay, rephied in even tones, “Na; anly my
won John's evidence iy some respects did
not carrespond at ofl with what he gove ag
the mguest,”

Mi. tustice Hodges said {0 was not his
duty to meke any stugsestions as to what
the Government might possihly do in this |
case.  The jury, after haviong vareiniy con |
subeced the evidener, had foand the pri- |
soner guilty. He did not feel the slightest |
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THE PRIDMORB TRAGEDY.

A petition (s being slgned at Pranewivk
for presentation to hblﬁ‘uuin Couneil
:w-mu‘ :I“ {h mmmnuun:hnf the sen:
ence al denl el o0 n more
o Mondi hﬂ.’?crl .'= y of his wife,
dane Pridmare, at vies-street, -
wick, on duly 18 last.

No further press cuttings have been found but Vicki Jensen states that John returned to
live with his granddaughter until his death.



