
The Tragedy of John Pridmore 
 
On the 18th July 1830, Henry Pridmore was born in Bourne, Lincolnshire. He was the son 
of James Pridmore and Elizabeth Ward and the grandson of John Pridmore and Ann 
Durham. 
 
Henry grew up into what seems to have been the family profession of rope making and 
harness making around the local area and presumably further afield when taken on at the 
hiring fairs. 
 
Henry met and married Harriette York(e) in 1850. Harriette originated in Stoke Dial in 
Northamptonshire and the pair proceeded to raise a total of 13 children both in Bourne 
and in Australia:- 
 

Name   Born 
 

William  Bourne 
John   Bourne 
Henry   Bourne 
Daniel   Bourne 
Sarah Anne  Bourne 
Henry   Bourne 
William  Brunswick 
Thomas  Brunswick 
Joseph   Brunswick 
James   Brunswick 
Alfred   Brunswick 
Arthur   Brunswick 
William  Brunswick 
 
 
 
At some point after 1860, (Henry’s birth 
year), the family emigrated to Australia. 
Second born son, John, would have been 
between 9 and 13 years of age when he 
started his new life down under. I have not as 
yet found their exact date of passage but am 
convinced it was not via a convict ship or the 
rest of the family would have stayed at home 
in all probability. 

 
John met and married Annie Jane Griffiths (b 1852) on December 26th 1873. John was a 
sheep shearer and Annie was the daughter of Samuel and Bridget Griffiths (nee Ruddy), 
both of whom had found their way to Australia due to their criminal records. 



Samuel had been a miner by trade in his native Staffordshire but had been in trouble with 
the law on several occasions. On the 3rd January 1843, he was sentenced to 7 years 
transportation with 18 months hard labour for stealing 12 lbs of cheese and some 
potatoes. His ship sailed on June 22nd 1843 and arrived on October 15th that year. 
 
He was described as 5 feet 3 ½, aged 22, ruddy complexion, brown hair and brown eyes, 
tattoos on his right hand and left arm. He was sullen and of bad character whilst on ship 
and was placed in irons for assault on board. He was apparently no better after he had 
arrived in Australia, committing numerous offences after he was granted probation in 
April 1845, ranging from assault, theft and drunken disorderliness. He was then 
sentenced to spend time at Port Arthur in chains and hard labour.  
 
This continued for many years, long past his original sentence, which should have ended 
by 1854. His final ticket of leave was not issued until 5 years later in December 1859. 
 
Bridget Ruddy was also transported from Louth in Ireland in 1852 for 5 offences of theft 
involving 2 fowls and a number of potatoes. It appears that she married Patrick Nowland 
in 1854, received a pardon in 1855 and then married Samuel Griffiths in 1856 while he 
was on a ticket of leave. 
 
John and Annie had 7 children between 1874 and 1886 and John continued to be a sheep 
shearer. The story goes that John spent a lot of time working away from home leaving 
Annie with the children. Annie had been befriended by a well off family in the town and 
regularly received cast off clothing from them but there was also a woman who had her 
eyes on John and in order to cause unrest between John and Annie, she told John that 
Annie was seeing other men and receiving new clothes as a result. When John walked in 
and found her trying on a dress on July 16th 1901, his rage enveloped him and he drew a 
gun and shot her dead. 
 
There are a number of press cuttings in relation to the tragedy that add other details and 
lead to other interpretations of the events but suffice it say that John was tried for the 
murder and found guilty and sentenced to death. It appears that this sentence was 
commuted to a jail term and he returned home over twenty years later. 
 
Reading into the reports, Annie and John must have been going through a rocky period of 
their marriage as Annie had obtained a protection order against John at some point. 
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THE BRUNSWICK TRAGEDY. 
Pridmore Still Alive. 
John Pridmore, who killed I his wife at 
Brunswick: yesterday and then shot himself, 
.is still alive, but is in a critical state. One ot 
the bullets has broken in his head. I 

It is stated by the solicitor who acted for 
Pridmore in the recent court case brought, by 
his wife that if Mrs. Pridmore had not obtained 
tho protection order there would have 
been no murder. 
 
 



Here John is in hospital after turning his gun on himself after shooting Annie 
 

 

 
 
By September 4th it would appear that John Pridmore had recovered sufficiently to be 
brought to trial for his crime. 
 
Interestingly, his occupation was given as wood-splitter and the earlier suspicion of John 
that his wife was having affairs is born out in the testimony of his son, who confirmed 
that they had lived apart for some time. 
 



 
The next report is from the criminal court where John is sentenced to death. 



 



 
 
No further press cuttings have been found but Vicki Jensen states that John returned to 
live with his granddaughter until his death. 


