
John O'Hara 

3.12.1887  -  1974 

John O'Hara was the son of Patrick O'Hara and Jane Wilson and was born in Carluke in 
1887. Joining local club Law Volunteers, he was spotted by Edinburgh based Hibernian 
and signed for them in 1908 at the age of 21 years.  

In that 1908/09 season Hibs took on Hearts in the cup after a home win over Motherwell 
secured two league points. The venue was Easter Road and the competition the East of 
Scotland Shield Final.  John O'Hara scored twice for Hibs but George Sinclair repeated 
that feat for the visitors, setting up a replay for later in the season. The Spring of 1909 
brought three games after which the season would be finished.  Of the three, two were 
against Hearts with the first of those being the second replay of the East of Scotland 
Shield Final.  Hearts had won the toss to decide the venue but their fans in the 5,000 
crowd were disappointed when Hibs lifted the trophy thanks to a 1-0 win with the goal 
being scored by Willie Smith in the first half.  The second meeting was in the semi final 
of the Rosebery Cup only this time the venue was Easter Road but the outcome was the 
same, a win for Hibernian.  Burns had given the visitors the lead but John O'Hara 
equalised John Sharp struck the winner. 

Earlier in 1909 Dundee Hibs (later Dundee United) had taken possession of the 
Tannadice ground in August 1909. The first game was played there was against Hibs and 

 "the first goal at Tannadice Park was scored in the opening match at the ground by John 
O'Hara of (Edinburgh) Hibernian; to mark the occasion he was presented with a bicycle 
(Dundee Hibernian's secretary and founding father Pat Reilly owned a cycle shop). The 
first goal by Dundee Hibs was scored in the same match by centre forward Jamie 
Docherty, who received a gold medal to commemorate it" 



 

  

He was with Hibs for 4 seasons playing in the 1st Division of the Scottish League against 
the top clubs of the time, some who are still there today, as this league table shows 

Scotland 1909/10 
First Division Final Table: 
                                       HOME            AWAY 
                                  P  W  D  L  F  A  W  D  L  F  A Pts 
 1. Celtic                       34 13  4  0 38  9 11  2  4 25 13  54 
 2. Falkirk                      34 14  3  0 44 10  8  8  4 27 18  52 
 3. Rangers                      34 14  2  1 39  9  6  4  7 31 26  46 
 4. Aberdeen                     34 10  4  3 25 11  6  4  7 19 18  40 
 5. Clyde                        34 10  4  3 24 11  4  5  8 23 29  37 
 6. Dundee                       34 12  5  0 37 12  2  3 12 15 32  36 
 7. Third Lanark                 34 10  2  5 44 19  3  6  8 18 25  34 
 8. Hibernian                    34 10  4  3 20 12  4  2 11 13 28  34 
 9. Airdrieonians                34  7  5  5 28 26  5  4  8 19 31  33 
10. Motherwell                   34  8  5  4 39 25  4  3 10 20 35  32 
11. Kilmarnock                   34 10  3  4 35 19  2  5 10 18 40  32 
12. Heart Of Midlothian          34  9  3  5 31 19  3  4 10 22 21  31 
13. St Mirren                    34 11  0  6 31 28  2  5 10 17 30  31 
14. Queen's Park                 34  8  5  4 37 25  4  1 12 13 49  30 
15. Hamilton Academical          34  9  4  4 35 34  2  2 13 15 33  28 
16. Partick Thistle              34  6  6  5 24 22  2  4 11 21 37  26 
17. Morton                       34  9  1  7 22 18  2  2 13 16 42  25 
18. Port Glasgow Athletic        34  2  3 12 15 36  1  2 14 10 57  11 



With one entry as follows 

Sat, 4th December 1909 
Aberdeen - Falkirk 0-1 Logan 
Celtic - Kilmarnock 2-1 Loney, Quinn / Howie 
Dundee - Clyde 1-1 McCann / Chalmers 
Hibernian - Airdrie 3-0 Peggie 2, O'Hara 
Morton - Rangers 1-4 Hamilton / Bennett 2, Ramage, McPherson 
Motherwell - Queen's Park 3-0 Murray 2, Robertson 
St Mirren - Port Glasgow Ath 4-1 Milne 3, Buchanan, R.Findlay 

This would appear to be his only goal of the season so not quite a prolific scorer in 
1909/10 but maybe more of a defender / midfield creative genius perhaps. 

He moved to Peebles Rovers for season 1912/13. The following season found him in 
Wales with Pontypridd with whom he played one season before returning to Peebles 
Rovers. 1915/16 found him wearing the colours of Wishaw Thistle and our trail ends in 
1916/17 when he turned out for Bathgate. 

 


















