
The International Exhibition of 1862, or Great London Exposition, was a world's fair. It was held 
from 1 May to 1 November 1862, beside the gardens of the Royal Horticultural Society, South 
Kensington, London, England, on a site that now houses museums including the Natural History 
Museum and the Science Museum. 

It was held in South Kensington, London, on a site now occupied by the Natural History Museum. 
The buildings, which occupied 21 acres, were designed by Captain Francis Fowke of the Royal 
Engineers, and built by Charles and Thomas Lucas and Sir John Kelk at a cost of £300,000 covered 
by profits from the Great Exhibition of 1851. They were intended to be permanent, and were 
constructed in an un-ornamented style with the intention of adding decoration in later years as funds
allowed. 

The opening took place on 1 May 1862. Queen Victoria, still in mourning for her consort Prince 
Albert did not attend, instead her cousin the Duke of Cambridge presided from a throne sited 
beneath the western dome. An opening address was delivered by the Earl Granville, chairman of 
Her Majesty's Commissioners, the group responsible for the organisation of the event. 

In 1861 the Mayor of Sheffield chaired a meeting to allocate the spae allotted to Sheffield at the 
Exhibition – 2410 square yards for various stalls and exhibits.

James Pridmore, our great-great-grandfather, was selected to display part of his saddlery and 
harness trade. Not sure if he had a stand or if he just got to display one or a few items.




