Edward Parry 1920 — 1943
Service no. 643093

Edward (Ted) was born to Thomas John

Parry and Gertrude Maud Bolton in 1920 at Colwyn Bay,
1 of 8 children. Not much else is known of his early years.
He joined the RAF when hostilities commenced

He was posted to Aden in Yemen for basic training before being
moved to Gwelo in the then country of Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe) where he joined the Rhodesia Air Training Group
(RATG) who existed for 5 years to train aircrew for the RAF
from many different countries.

The original programme of an initial training wing and six
schools (Belvedere, Induna, Cranborne, Guinea Fowl, Kumalo,
Thornhill) was increased to eight flying training schools (Mount
Hampden, Heany) and in addition, a bombing, navigation and
gunnery school (Moffat) for the training of bomb aimers,
navigators and air gunners.

Ted was assigned to No. 24 Combined Air Observation School at Moffat training on Oxford and
Avro Anson planes for bombing and gunnery training. At Moffat he would pass in stages
through Air Crew Pool and elementary navigation, into the bombing and gunnery school, and to
the average cadet, the climax of this would be his first flight. Most of a cadet’s time would be
spent on navigational exercises, and towards the end of his course, long-distance flights to South
Africa and even Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) There were a lot of night exercises, both in
navigation and bombing. Class work included basic meteorology and astronomy, photography,
aircraft recognition, signals and gunnery.

A cadet Gunner was at Moffat for a much shorter period and training was from a special
gunnery section and they were accompanied on each gunnery exercise by a gunnery instructor.
Initial training was on Battles and Oxfords, but they were replaced by Ansons with power-
operated gun turrets. Their nationalities on the first course were: 16 Rhodesians, 10 UK and 3
Australian.

By April 4", 1942, he was a qualified Air Gunner and by June 27", 1942 he had undertaken and
passed an Air Gunner's refresher course back in Britain at RAF Stormy Down near Bridgend.
His log book pages are reproduced below.

These cover the period from March 1942 in Rhodesia to his ill fated bombing mission to
Wilhelmshaven in February of 1943 from which the plane failed to return.
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He was posted to RAF Syerston in Nottinghamshire, and joined 106 Squadron, becoming a rear
gunner in the Lancaster planes allocated to the squadron.

At the outbreak of the Second World War the squadron was flying Hampdens with No. 5 Group, and
until early 1941 had a training role. It then reverted to front-line status and began regular night
bombing operations against Fortress Europe.

After a short spell with Manchesters, No 106 converted to Lancasters in the early summer of 1942
(but it did not become converted completely to Lancasters before some of the Manchesters had
participated in the 1,000-bomber raids on Cologne, Essen and Bremen). In October it contributed
10 Lancasters to No. 5 Group's epic dusk raid on Le Creusot and two more (one of them piloted by
Wing Commander Guy Gibson who was then No 106's CO) to the subsidiary raid on Montchanin.

In 1943 it took part in the first "shuttle-bombing" raids (when the targets were Friedrichshafen and
Spezia) and the famous attack on Peenemunde. Among the targets attacked in 1944 were a coastal
gun battery at St. Pierre du Mont and the V1 storage sites in the caves at St. Leu d'Esserent.

During the Second World War No 106 Squadron operated on 496 nights and 46 days, flying 5,834
operational sorties. In so doing it lost 187 aircraft - a percentage loss on sorties flown of 3.21 - but
on the credit side its gunners claimed 20 enemy aircraft destroyed, 3 probably destroyed and 29
damaged. A total of 267 decorations were won by the squadron, including a Victoria Cross awarded
to Sergeant NC Jackson for conspicuous bravery during an attack on Schweinfurt on 26/27th April
1944.

Ted Parry flew on many sorties from Syerston and his station's operation record book pages are
below.

Edward flew a number of flights to both Germany and Italy and was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Medal (DFM). The following appeared in the London Gazette on 10 Feb 1943, just 9 days
before he was lost in a raid over Wilhelmshaven.

643093 Sergeant Edward PARRY, No 106 Squadron 1319236 Sergeant Robert
Sidney GREEP,
No 106 Squadron On the night of 17th January, 1943, Sergeants Parry and
Greep were the mid-upper and rear gunners respectively of an aircraft which
was detailed to bomb a target in Berlin. On the return journey, whilst still over
enemy territory, the aircraft was attacked by an enemy fighter from close
range Sergeants Parry and Greep, coolly withheld their fire until the range
was shortened and then delivered accurate bursts which caused the fighter to
break away.
In a second attack, Sergeant Parry's concise commentary enabled the pilot to
obtain a favourable position from which both gunners could deliver effective fire.
The enemy aircraft was set alight and fell to the ground Later, the bomber was
held in a cone of searchlights and subjected to a barrage of light anti-aircraft
fire Sergeants'Parry and Greep, with well aimed bursts,extinguished several 'of
the searchlights.
Both these gunners have invariably displayed skill and determination worthy of
high praise.

“NB Ted Parry was actually Rear Gunner and R Greep Mid-upper gunner”
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| Sgt DvBreslin

s by | Goseatn | 210 | Deget area alnost clear of cloud, visthility very good
. #5m 19000 Foo

[

Navigator

W242 | Sgh T duTrvin - ; Oths thin cloud; hazy.
" 5/1 L, Py
| Sgt S.Cordery | Flt Bngineer | Was in sights p::n'banhu. fram 19000 feet at 21,05 2

Sgt S.d. Birca | air Bomber
| SEY B Bekett

o | T | heavy flak
ﬁ :.-7 femus Y/Upr Gunner | ..target. Bomb Loads —4-x-40001b; 1330(,4,)_, i B

itter

""'Lancaster EDL0S Sgt P.¥.Reed

went out of control and hihin,

oned

Sge. o i mﬁu"m'm""ﬂf‘b}m Jettis
Sgt J.Coulonbe :
“Spt RLoach
| Sgt A4, Thomas
|

| . [
Lancaster W4118  PB/sSgt i
: W8, B! "‘*“ff“%’:';;;;c's, - 5/10ths clous-at 8000 feet; VISIBIITEY Fo6L  Warkew
. B/0. W, Honrgy o Hawigator. . bogb seen ard in sights when bombing from 18000 feet at
(8 Ry % 17721.10 hisirs. O Bambs not seen to burat but many
ey : .fires and explosions observed around aiming point... Raid
i = i _observy point...
Sgt J.lee ¥/Upr Gunner ] be quite ul, & . |
SEU RPE o Rear Dwinsy ¥ oo Bamb Load: 3-x-40001%;-428B0{k1b ) =Y

-~ LanisaE ter R750 Szt i L hsepson | Gaptain e T I
| e s . Otns some ground
e -—-ﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁg_‘m‘“m Eziggf& - +ala of Pathrindsr Flates and beshsd m“rx-ai:mlmt;:e?
/0. GuRPo 4r. Boub S 4% 21,05 hours. _Om bombs not_geen to burst. hut..

I | there were ral large fires and the i
| VW/Operator | aeve: s operation |
e - GurrET ~ e AGCRSA. Quite_suocessful. .. Very 1littls flak encountered,
| Rear cunner Boub Load: “1 x 40001b; 123BC(LIb) |
‘ ]
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Lancaster R56L2 |Spt ER.Narkland

S
Sgt GiWa ker
B0 Po Ve R Myer:

ot 16 Dransfield

B
|Sgt R.B.Grea:
I SEE R Py

| Ji/Upr Gunner
RES TR

G 0. LicGragor

GiAllen

Captalii
& _Engi

Sgt KsKq Davidson

Navigator
il

Sgt 1. G Bevan

n/)gperat.or

+Bgt-JdsPsRiche:

Sgt S.J.Springate
Sgt A Bryee

138h=ilth February 1543

Lancaster Wa367| F/G Z’.J.?L_mu
Jo Po L. Wilson

Lencaster i4i:

bﬂ: A.F.Bracebzmle Rear Gunner

i

tain
2nd pilot
Havigasor.....
Air Bomber
W/Qperator
¥/lpr Gunuer
Rear Cumer

flare;
*' 20000 hours &nd bambed @t 20,03 hours from 17000 Teet.

Yo pu'tiauhr results observed but 40001b bub was

clmﬂ Flak not very heavy. . Bomb load: 1 x 40001b;.
- 12 sac(ub)

Qaptain
#1t Sagineer

f-tha fym—
No to worry about.

Clear but much smoke over town which was well 'a:lidlt‘on 2/
arrival,

Target in sights, bombed from 12000 feet m
not diatinxui.hahle. Phoeumpb talen

No cloud, visibility good but smoke haze.

Tocated vieglly and was held in bomb-sights when

_heombing from 9500 feet.  Own bombing results nof. seen .

but oertain bombs fedl in déck area.

revealed fire tracks. - Very
opposition of consequence.
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Rear gunner saw 4incendiaries burs Many LI!"B
e ator fires seen in target area and it was that the
= TERG WAS Sucoe
Sgt S.J. Springate 1/Upr Gumer
Sot A F.Eryce Pear Gumer
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,;h-hnhh Febr ary 1963 ; . ' cpr=]

M Gl bk Table mmoke. Target identified
sttt . ¥isually by estuary and light of fires. .. Bombed from.......
| 4ir Bonber 12000 feot but no results seen - vertain, however, that

- o bombs fell in-the & n_ia
| %:‘Ew suocessful - apparently the -hnh of Lorient was shides
L/0g G B 1= e - oty Lot ——1 2 B000TE i SO

L]

redvder
a3

“ancaster ED451 aptain 30
[ [ e | P——

Navigator &FTioulty. Bombed m- 14000 feet but om bomb bursts

_..not ¢
pilot's first sortie as Captain.
- = Bomb-Load:

Flt Bngineer [ Cledr, yisiBility good, drifting smoke. Lorient and
kAt . . the docks clearly seen and bomba were released. from
i Bouber: 740700 feet - the LOOOIb bomb Was seen to burst. Blak
“W/opsrator == st over. the target was negligible-and-the-ettack was both—-|
/tor Guner omﬂ:tﬂd and successful, -

¥ SoubToady 1 x 40001%; 12880(41b) |

-A4toniBh Febru

Lancagter #4542 ‘ Ay Crir Wkheen i - A8 5 N uluui, wry 1ittle hage. Target sasily identifisd in
/L T, i wtmn-.&numnhmt
lt 11000° me bﬂs ‘being reléased at 2241 hours and

M b,
Gumner
ﬁmi tu-‘ !
Cap-,aul .

3 _No.cloud, wisibility very good. . Target.in sights, bombed.
from 12000 feet at 22,42 hours but own results unobserved,
| Photograph-of - factory buildings 4000-yards-8.8;of -Alming -
Fires were guite large and this appeared to
e another Mghly successful  operation. - Not muoh flak
4SBC(41b)
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ted

| B/ LfaaBa L 2 d Captain
| Sgt.Guoz. Buker, L H0 L Sngine y e e Flaeoe * Botioh

't 22502 hoursang-bombssesT o

= N : .
5/Sgtedelnquhart, | Adr Zomber. . e Photozra il covered the
STl Erip = Ao

iy Operatars

'S¢t Co Vo Pryor. N/T Cumer.
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Captain 18,4 s
2nda Pilot
Navigatox,

Alr Homber.
0

parasor,
¥/U Cunner.
B G

Captain.
¥ Bngineer,
Havigators

| Air Bomber,
Af/Operatory
/U Gumner,
Rear CUNDET.

SgteE.RaMarkland Ceptein.. . .

Sgte JuB. Prost. Flt.Znginger,

F/O. PeVeRa- Myers. Kevigator,
Adir Bouber.
W/Operatory
/U Gunner,
R/CUNTEry
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mmw&’mlm
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" CleEY ¥ eloud,  Tasntirisd téem visually.

No g‘l.oud, mibﬂ.ity Imnmt. Target located visually,

11000 1

-.Bomb Loads..1-%x-40001bj 1m.»c(u.))‘

'P.I..'i.lu-

i

i_bing eam.itiml were perféct, no cloud,
N st ed visually and by red
.. Bombed from

12000 feet at 20,49 hours but results not definitely
ohserved = beliesved, however, that cwm bomb. fell near..
ught defences, successful trip.
- Bomb Toads 4250001 ;4238 (41b)

REEERS

“bomb-was- scen-to-burst-in built-up-ares:—Not a great-
@=sl of oppositiocn and on the whole, the trip was rathe:
waventful. ‘Bosd Tosdtr 1 x 40001%; - m(m) *

HE

P,

4

1505 | ‘?’”,,\.Ym clear,. some. swoke_ haze over. su-ut. - Warning and ...
i « | release point flares seen, also "T.I." which was in
yhotog‘u,ph of ﬂnu, rond., omn and fislds covering
‘ htﬂue md accurate on occasions.
T BoEb Load: 1 X 400016 1&:‘.‘(1.1‘)

1

.. sights, bombed from 21000 fest. Iomltsum, R R N

3, ior

AIR

FUBLIC BECORD OFFICE

/83'%

COPYRIGRT —

|
WOT 10 HE REFRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY TG RS EE




TUBLIC RECORD OFFICE

27/833 I’ ;l]l|\2|'l

il
T 7O BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHI CALLY WiTHOUT PERWISSION

&

T e — Deratts of Sortre ox Fuient REreReNces
Tyre & NUABER | e | _ Seriiien « e L

kdmﬂ,ﬂi&hthﬂlﬂfﬁrwim M-rbr

- bosbs Seen around alming point and owi bowbs were aimed |
-em-s.aneg»rtmhwuomruﬁ. Bosults not
seen owing to s which completely covered
photograph. Caught by mmmmm-g—zﬂ S
omudtbntoh‘.lk\m mm 1!M‘I, 1mc(ut)

" Lancaster W156

Good tx-tlp and believed quite succesful
Bomb Load: 1. x 4000Lb;-125BC(41%)

No cloud, good visibility. rv-‘ md doatl 1hﬁﬂ-‘

s marker bosbs also ssen. a visually
from 11.500 feet but no results were d-rnd. Photograph
ahowsd flares, small built-up area nnﬂ fields,

Bomb Lead: 1 x 40001h; 1&@)

Nothing was heagdfrom this aircraft after leaving Base. |
Al :
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On the night of February 18™, 1943 Lancaster R5750 took off from RAF Syerston on a raid to
bomb Wilhelmshaven in Germany. Ted Parry was in his usual place as tail gunner and the rest of the
crew consisted of the regular members who had been flying with him for a number of months. Sgt.
Markland had in fact been his most regular pilot since August of 1942 while training on
Manchesters and Wellingtons.

The last poignant entry of the log states simply “Nothing was heard from this aircraft after leaving



base. FAILED TO RETURN.”

Just 20 days from receiving notification of his Distinguished Flying Medal, Edward Parry died
somewhere between Wilhelmshaven and his home base of RAF Syerston.

The award that had pleased him so much and that he wrote home to his parents about so that they
would hear it from him and not on the regular radio broadcasts informing the nation of the awards
made to their heroes was never presented to him. He was obviously so proud to think that he and his
parents would go to Buckingham Palace to receive it. Dreams shattered less than three weeks later.
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GREEP, Ronald Sidney. 643093 Sergeant, No.106 Sqn. (Immediate)
PARRY, Edward. 1319236 Sergeant, No.106 Sqn. (Immediate)
L.G. 12/2/1943. Air2/4947.

Sergeant Greep and Sergeant Parry were the rear and mid-upper gunners of a Lancaster aircraft
which raided Berlin on the night of 17th/18th January, 1943. On the return journey, whilst flying
in the vicinity of Kiel at 5,000 feet, the aircraft was attacked by a Ju.88. The enemy aircraft came
in from dead astern and opened fire with cannon and machine guns from 800 yards but Sergeant
Greep and Sergeant Parry coolly waited until the range was narrowed to less than 400 yards
before replying and such was the accuracy of their fire that the fighter, obviously hit, was forced
to break away. Shortly afterwards, a second attack developed but Sergeant Parry gave the pilot a
concise and accurate commentary which enabled him not only to evade a very determined attack
but to out-manoeuvre completely the enemy fighter and cause it to present a perfect target.
Sergeant Greep and Sergeant Parry were quick to seize the opportunity and with short, well aimed
bursts, they set it on fire and saw it fall to the ground and burst into flames. Considerable height
was lost in this encounter and the Lancaster, flying low near Flensburg, was caught in
searchlights and subjected to a heavy barrage of light flak, but both gunners fired hundreds of
rounds at the gun posts and searchlights, at least five of which were shot-out. Sergeant Greep and
Sergeant Parry, despite having previously flown on only six operational sorties, showed the
courage and coolness of veterans. By displaying an offensive spirit which not only saved their
own aircraft but caused the enemy to lose a valuable night fighter, they have set a magnificent
example to the other gunners of the squadron.



A sense of despair and grief only emboldened by the subsequent communication to Ted's parents by
the Air Ministry and RAF.






-

}';.' Tnannm WorcEsTER 3411

;a od Extul. ¥

Any communications on the ' “
‘subject of this letter should

be addressed to :—

THE UNDER SEGRE’I‘ARY

W S‘I‘A

Service Post War .



Scant repayment in exchange for the life of a son and hero.




